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Maui slalom ace Sharon Young-Dahlquisf says, 'Hey dude, fry this with your board! 


When you do, 


you'll be faster 


than the wind. 




9'4" Terminotor-At lost, a slalom 
board specifically designed for the most 
frequently experienced conditions, 12-18 
knots, instant acceleration, glides forever 
and jibes on a dime. 

Speed Spoon -14 to 40 knots - the Spoon 
shape, an exclusive Velocity innovation. 
Our Speed Spoon is great for 80-130 
pounders in moderate winds and excels 
for oil weights in nuclear winds! It stays 
easy to handle in the strongest gusts. 

FAaORY DIRECT TO YOU 
The troditional distribution system of trade 
fairs, pro racers, soles reps and retailers 
involves so much cost that our boords would 
simply be too expensive. We want you to 
share the Velocity experience at a reasonable 
price. Now you can buy any Velocity board 
wholesale, direct from the manufacturer. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
We are so sure you'll be delighted with 
your Velocity after you try it, that if you 
want, well buy it back after the first week!* 

DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU WANT? 
Then visit your local specialty retailer. 
They'll give you great selection and service. 
But, if you know you want the best 
and can appreciate the difference 
inourlighter-faster-tougher 
Velocity boards then.... 

Think fast! Think Velocity! 

You'll be faster than 
the wind. 

'less one week 
rental & height. 


SIX YEARS IN DEVELOPMENT 
For years, insiders have been jealously 
guarding the Velodly perfoimonce odvantage. 
In fact, it's been six years since our first 
Velocity board hit the water. We've built 
hoBow boards, honeycomb boards, sandwich 
boards, even hybrid boards. All of them 
good, but unfortunately, not great, 
finally, with some help from our friends In 
the oerospace industry, we've perfected 
0 high temp-high pressure composite 
construction. It produces inaedibly light 
boards with the feel of epoxy and the 
strength of an airplane. You simply must 
soil one to understand. 

THREE NEW WATER WEAPONS 
9'9" Predator-A short board for 10 
knots? You bet! The slalom board for big 
boys and light winds.. 

















Nick Ncttleshlp won the Expression Session at 
the 1988 Aloha Classic using Z-Booms. 

Eric Sanford Photos 


The bottom line is 
comfort and power! 

The real difference between the Z-Boom and a conventional 
boom is that the Z's strai^t-wrist position increases a 
sailor's strength and control by reducing arm and wrist 
strain. The innovative Lock Jaw™ front end makes 
the entire boom impressively light. The only front 
end fitting designed so that the outhaul tension 
actually stiffens the mast to boom connection. 


Distributed through 



Musrays Mabine 


6389 B Rose Lane Caiplnteiia, CA 93013 (805) 684-8393 
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International 

One-Design 
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W indsurfing has too many 
champions. There is the 
World Cup champion, the 
Windsurfer champion, the 
Mistral, the Alpha, the Division II. the 
production, and. of course, the Olympic 
champion. Sure, it’s nice to disperse 
the wealth—heck, give everyone a 
prize. But with this method, the titles 
have a decreased value. 

The problem is that no one can 
afford all the equipment necessary to 
race and train in ail the classes, so the 
sailor is forced to choose one or two. 
This, in essence, decreases competi¬ 
tion in ail the classes, and the myriad 
choices of what to race may even 
discourage some people from racing at 
all. What we need is one board, an 
international One-Design, to encom¬ 
pass everything but Open-Class 
professional racing. 

Open-Class World Cup racing will 
always remain a constant equipment 
battle among the top pros because of 
the money involved. The best board 
will always have some influence In de¬ 
termining who is the "best" sailor. 
Currently, this has been intensified with 
the advent of slalom boards for course 
sailing. This is fine for the pros, 
because it ensures that new and better 
products will be developed: but for 
amateurs, the situation could stand 
some consolidation, as well as some 
cost reduction. 

That’s easier said than done. No 
manufacturer wants to give up his One- 
Design class in the name of simplifying 
the racing scene. Originally, it looked 
like production racing was going to be 
the answer because all the boards were 
relatively comparable and all the manu¬ 
facturers were represented. But then, at 
the Worlds this year in Fort Lauderdale, 
the problem with production racing be¬ 
came crystal clear. 

Winds were hovering at about 10 
knots, but no racing could take place 
because it was below the 11-knot wind 
Tiinimum. However. you can t have a 


World Champion if no racing takes 
place. As long as there are wind 
minimums. the boards will only perform 
at that level and above. 

The Olympic Committee certainly 
didn't want to run into this problem. 
There was hope that they would choose 
a board for the 1992 games that more 
sailors actually use, but once again 
they chose to go with the Lechner 
Division II, assuring themselves that 
races could be held in the lightest of 
winds. So, the Olympic hopefuls have 
to train for four more years on light-wind 
boards which, while taking great skill to 
master, are not representative of what Is 
going on in the soort. 

Finally, a Division 11 board is a night- 
nriare when it gets really windy. At last 
year’s Olympics, the racers were out of 
control trying to deal with 20 to 25 knots 
on their round-bottom, light-air boards. 
So it isn’t likely that the Lechner boards 
will catch on with the general public 
and become widely raced boards. 
Because of this, It isn’t likely that the 
Olympic Champion will be viewed as 
the best in the world as long as Division 
II boards are used. 

Now, if there were a board that had 
a usable wind range from two to 25 
knots, were easy to sail in all conditions, 
fun for beginners and advanced sailors 
alike, and relatively Inexpensive, it 
would be the ideal board for racing. 
Beginners could learn to race on the 
same board used in the Olympics. All 
world championships could be raced 
on the board, which, of course, 
everyone would be familiar with. 

Of course, this board hasn’t been 
invented yet. but it could be relatively 
easily. Once the design specifications 
are worked out, the board could be 
such that any manufacturer could 
produce it. They may have different 
fittings, such as the track and dagger- 
board. but as long as the hull itself fits 
the requirements in weight and dimen¬ 
sions. it would qualify for racing. 

If the International One-Design 
becomes the standard, the manufactur¬ 
ers would be happy because more 
sailors would be racing, the racers 
would be happy due to the simplicity 
and cost, and the one champion who 
could be crowned under a unity of 
boards would also be very happy. 
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ULTRA FEVER - SHORT AND RADICAL 
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FANATIC 


QUALITY 


PAMATir. ITD • ROBIN HILL PARK. ROUTE 22 • PATTERSON. NY 12563 • TEL 001-914-878-3303 


High performance sailing exerts 
incredible stress on hulls and compo¬ 
nents. Loads up to 1000 lbs. are not 
unusual during jumps and maneuvers. 

Good reason for FANATIC to 
counter with the most innovative 
carbon technology. For more speed, 
more fun and peace of mind. 

ULTRA MAMBA ...The hot 
new wave board for kamikaze sailing. 
Planes early, feels loose in the turns, 
yet keeps its composure when 
pushed to the limit. 

To no surprise. It's the test winner 
in “Surf Magazine" Germany 
(Jan. 1989) and the favorite tool for 
shredding and flying, worldwide. 

ULTRA BOA ... The best shape 
in slalom and wave conditions, for 
calmer days or heavier sailors. Wider 
and longer, with a range of perfor¬ 
mance that covers it all... from Cape 
Hatteras flats to Maui surf. Got the 
"Radical Blues"? ULTRA'S the cure 


Progress continues: ULTRA 
MAMBA and ULTRA BOA are 

the first production boards with 
integrated composite stringers. 
























BACK IN TIME 


he 


Bahamas International Re¬ 
gatta, held each January off of 
Nassau Beach, deserves its repu- 
U tation as a well-organized event, 
but after reading the press release on the 
results of the most recent event, in Janu¬ 
ary 1989,1 have to set the record straight. 

The official Bahamas Regatta news 
release headline reads, "Coutts Wins 
$10,000 in Bahamas: Richest Production 
Purse Ever.” Actually, Paul’s Impressive 
victory made him the second boardsailor 
ever to win $10,000 in an all-production- 
board event. Remember the 1984 Guam 
Cocos Cup? 

I founded and ran the first $25,000 
Cocos Cup in 1983, with regatta manage¬ 
ment from Waikiki Yacht Club/Pan Am 
Clipper Cup Race Director Colonel Ken 
Morrison. It was raced on Windsurfer 
boards. In 1984, the Cocos Cup was 
raced solely on stock Windsurfer Chal¬ 
lenge boards and the purse was upped to 
$40,000; Mauricio Loi of Italy won the 
event and received $10,000. In 1985, the 
purse reached the $100,000 mark and 
Cocos Cup winner Tom Luedecke of 
Australia took home $10,000 for his vic¬ 
tory. That year. 30 percent of the overall 
points were raced on custom slalom 
boards; stock F2 boards and sails ac¬ 
counted for the remaining 70 percent. 

I guess one of these days we’ll all have 
to gel together and write this stuff down in 
a big book. 


Clay Feeler 
Santa Cruz, CA 


POT SHOTS 


I ’ve been a loyal reader and admirer of 
your magazine for a long time. How¬ 
ever, there's one thing that has trou¬ 
bled me... your photographs. 
Photojournalism is a combination of 
art and recording, but I'd like to see more 
emphasis on the art side in your ‘Hot 
Shots" section. Up until now, you've only 
shown us hot windsurfing. I'd like to see 
some hot shots. One can only take so 
many wide-angle and long-lens shots. 
How about some macros, double expo¬ 
sures, black and whites, and something 
else? 


Anthony Mercuric 
Mt. Vernon, NY 


Editor's Note: Attention, photographers! 
We'll be glad to expand our repertoire, 
but we need more “Hot Shots"! Send 
them along! 


SPECIAL- 
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Boardheads of thi 
Baton Rouge, LA 


Editor's Note: Yoi^ 
We've planned a ft 
duck jibes by Ala 
this summer. Atra 
other Hawaiian k 
works. 
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Gregory Banks 
St. Paul, MN 
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Tj'C'/^T ipTQTX^ ' position to notice changes or proposed 
ivC/Va^ \J rLrO X O • changes. WindRider readers seem to 


enjoy your magazine 
recent article “The 
Jibe,” by Cort Lamed, 
astic. We’d love to see 
article on duck jibes, 
e an indepth report on 
inds, such as Kauai, 
d Hawaii; places to go 
ve to fight the crowds! 


span a wide demographic range and 
therefore have a potentially high level of 
influence. In the current world, where 
there are designs on each piece of the 
pie, we should be sure that our views are 
a part of those designs. 

Jack Keane 
Anchorage, AL 


"Good Ship" Exxon 


SEEING DOTS 


■ wish is our command! 
ature how-to article on 
1 Cadiz—you'll see it 
'el feature on Maui and 
lands is also in the 



l. e.a.s.e. h.e.I.p. m.e.l I’.m. 
g.o.i.n.g. b.l.i.n.d,! Y.o.u. 

m. u.s.t. g.e.t. r.I.d. o.f. t.h.o.s.e. 
d.o.t.s.l 


An insightful reader 


RUNNING 


Editor's Note: We're glad someone no¬ 
ticed our new design! 


th the chauvinistic atti- 
is women and the un- 
il portrait of the Euro- 
layed by the writers of 
3 magazine, I set off to 
Rider, hoping to find a 
irnalism. I scoured the 
/inter for a copy but to 

finally found a copy of 
issue and found the 
Doth informative and 
ually impressed with 
3 and Eric Sanford’s 
none" piece. As I sit 
jting for the ice to melt, 
say thanks, guys, for 
alism. 


- hope the ice breaks 
Dur encouragement. 

NMENTAL 

SUES 
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in regard to windsurf- 
sport can be just one 
_ we can, and should, 
=to preserve areas not 
-f windsurfing, but for 
^W. 
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FIN BLADES 


"I n ere’s a helpful hint for you board- 
LJ heads out there: Your old plastic 

n windshield-wiper blades make 

J U great finbox fin-ins. Just cut to 
size, fit them in, and you’re set. This 
technique has been Virginia Beach- 
tested. 


Richard Smith 
Virginia Beach, VA 


CORRECTIONS; 


We have just learned that the Board 
Guard Locking System is an imported 
item from West Germany and that Water- 
sports of California is no longer the dis¬ 
tributor, as noted in the March 1989 
“Gearing Up" section of WindRider. Pri- 
mex Windsurfing is now the distributor. 
For more information, contact Primex 
Windsurfing, PO Box 505, Benicia, CA 
94510. 

Piease note that Rhonda Smith-San- 
chez piaced second, and not first, in the 
Atlantic Cup Race, as reported in our 
April 1989 issue. Isabelle Picard-Eubank 
was in the first-place spot. 

Please note that the XS Funboard, as 
featured in our April 1989 “Innovations” 
section, is manufactured by XS Interna¬ 
tional. For more information, contact XS 
International, 844 Robinwood Ct., Trav¬ 
erse City, Ml 49684,616-929-1011. 
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THE SIGHT CONNECTIONS 

Whenever you're connected to your board or ns 
can counton Da Kine accessories to keep you in touch 

lightest booms, strongest 

harness bnes and best fitting new FLEX^ harnesses 
We've got the best connections. 


Da Kine Hawaii, Inc. • 211 West Kuiaha Road • Haiku, Maui • Hawaii • 96708 • (808) 675-2495 
a Kine Hood River • 408 Columbia Street • Hood River • Oregon • 97031 • (503) 386-3166 
Murray's Marine • 6389 B Rose Lone • Corpenterio, California • 93013 • (805) 684-8393 
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WHAT’S HOT, 
WHAT’S NOT 


n ust as the summer is heating up, it’s 
time to make sure you’re actually 
pi ready. Do you really know what the 
vLy coolest guys are using? Do you 
really know what the latest product, color, 
or trick is? Are you put off by the fact that 
just when you buy exactly what the shop 
salesman tells you Is the very latest. 


ERIC SANFORD 


Indoor 

Windsurfing 

□ 


Maui 

Sailors 

Unite 


there’s something just a little bit newer? A 
little bit neater? 

Well, fear no more. Here’s the up-to- 
the minute list of what’s absolutely cool in 
the sport of windsurfing. Cool that is, for 
this minute... we can’t tell you about an 
hour from now. But, if it’s out today... just 
wait a few weeks; it’s bound to come back 
in again! 


video 

Contest 


Element 

In 

Out 

Move 

Monkey jibe 

Shaka jump 

Technique 

Shortboard uphaul 

Longboard waterstart 

Place to visit 

Belize, Magarita 

Nicaragua 

Fashion 

Neon 

Polypropylene 

Board 

Slalom (course racing) 

Sleds 

Sails 

Monofilm 

Speed 

Masts 

Carbon 

Twaron 

Accessories 

Neon uphauls 

Pulley hooks 

Fins 

Pointer 

Split 

Footstraps 

Ultra-light. 

non-adjustable 

Zippers 

Booms 

Clamp-on 

Teak 

Wetsuits 

Neoprene/lycra combo 

Two-piece drysuits 

Harness lines 

Boom straps 

Velcro straps 

Cars 

1952 Hudson Hornet 

Limo 

Place to live 

White Salmon, WA 

Hood River, OR 

Race 

US Open 

Worlds 

Airline 

United 

Air India 

Beer 

Full Sail. 

Pacifica Corona 

Board shape 

Steps, turbo 

Wide, concave 

Food 

Homemade salsa 

Maui Chips 

Radio station 

NPR 

Casey Casern Top 40 

Devices 

Fin saving 

Board carts 

Entertainer 

Moe Dixon. 

Lawrence Welk 

Wayne Newton 

Watches 

Countdown 

Gold pocket w/chain 

Expressions 

Personal yachting 

Boardhead 

After-sailing 

activities 

Golf 

The opera 

Music 

Country 

Heavy metal 

Pet 

Jaguar 

Rooster 

Occupation 

Inventor 

Nuclear technician 


XSTREAM 

CONDITIONS 


n/7: 

UNA' 


icking off what looks to be an 
early and outrageous windsurf¬ 
ing year in Southern California, 
Xstreamline Windsurfing recently 
held a special opening night event cele¬ 
brating their slate of new activities for the 
’89 season. Sailors from around the 
southland were in attendance at XSL’s 
new Wilmington, California, facility to 
check out the latest in state-of-the-art 
equipment from windsurfing’s top manu¬ 
facturers. 



Also on display were XSL’s latest, 
innovative service features, including a 
special mobile Beach Demo Center, 
complete with its own video screening 
room and stationed only yards from the 
water on Cabrillo’s outside beach. 

The Beach Demo Center furnishes 
sailors with an opportunity to try out the 
very latest In equipment technology free 
of charge. It will also serve as the head¬ 
quarters for a Summer Slalom Race se¬ 
ries and a special series of Southern 
California instructional seminars to be 
hosted by Ian Boyd on June 17 and 18. 
The seminars will include new high-wind 
classes covering everything from water- 
starts to chop hopping and videotape 
review and analysis. 


RACE TO 
CONSERVE! 


T he Nantucket Crossing, to be held 
on July Fourth weekend, 1989. is 
your chance to conquer a 30-mile 
race course and contribute to 
environmental conservation at the same 
time. 

The race is scheduled to take place in 
the Nantucket Sound area and all pro¬ 
ceeds will benefit the Nantucket Conser¬ 
vation Foundation, a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion headquartered on the island. The 
money will be raised by individual racers 
as well as corporate donations. 
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Race organizers are setting a goal of 
$20,000 Generous contributions have 
already been made by corporations such 
as Patagonia, the Mad River Soda Com¬ 
pany of Vermont, and the Harpoon Ale 
Company. A number of other windsurf¬ 
ing-related outfits have made tentative 
commitments as well. 

The Nantucket Crossing promises to 
be one fun Fourth of July bash and a 
chance for the windsurfing community to 
do Its part to protect our tender, natural 
resources, so if you’re an experienced 
sailor looking for a 30-mile challenge or 
just an avid windsurfing fan, come on out 
and enjoy the festivities 

For more information, contact Kevin 
McCulloch at the Upper Deck Shop, 508- 
228-7088. 

LEARN TO 
WINDSURF MONTH 


L ^ he American Boardsailing Indus¬ 
tries Association (ABIA) has 
named June the kickoff month for 
Learn To Windsurf 1989 More 
than 300 select windsurfing schools and 
retail outlets across the nation are ex¬ 
pected to participate over the summer, 
offering special Incentives to the public to 
take windsurfing lessons. 



June is “Learn to Windsurf” month, so head to 
the nearest windsurfing school and just do it. 


ERIC SANFORD 

Based on the successful July 1988 
Learn To Windsurf month of consumer in¬ 
centives. this year's extended campaign 
has a new motto—“guaranteed suc¬ 
cess." Because of instruction and equip¬ 
ment advances, windsurfing is now eas¬ 
ier to learn than ever! The ABIA is encour¬ 
aging everyone to join the 100.000 new 
windsurfing participants who got started 
in 1988 and get into the fastest growing 
water sport around! 

Potential windsurfers can call toll free. 
800-333-2242 for the name of the nearest 
] participating school. 

lllMr<inon 


INDOOR 
WINDSURFING 

ave you always wanted to learn 
how to windsurf but found the 
warm summer months dissolving 
into fall before you even got 
started? If you live in the Boston area, you 
can now learn to windsurf even in the 
dead of winter in Madd Mike’s 
Windsurfing /nc/oorwindsurfing program. 

Indoor windsurfing?? That’s right. 
Classes are held at various health clubs 
n the metropolitan area. The first session 
teaches nomenclature, rigging, derig¬ 
ging, self-rescue, and points of sail The 
second session, conducted on a simula¬ 
tor with a big wind fan, teaches safety and 
rules of the water. The third session is in 
the pool. Students practice balance, self¬ 


rescue, and sailing maneuvers. As soon 
as the weather permits, students are out 
on a protected body of water. The course 
totals 14 hours of instruction. 

The instructors at Madd Mike’s have 
found that by teaching the first eight 
hours of the course indoors, the student’s 
attention span is much better than if they 
were on the beach in the summertime. By 
the time they have their outdoor practice 
session, they’re both confident and psy¬ 
ched. 

Upon completion of the course, stu¬ 
dents receive a certification and diploma. 
Course cost varies, depending on loca¬ 
tion. from $130 up to $159.95. Now 
there’s no excuse not to learn how to 
windsurf! For more information, contact: 
Madd Mike’s Windsurfing, 54 Thayer 
Street. Boston. MA 02118, 617-451- 
6181. 








Tudor and Mistral are teaming up once again to present a series of local and national regattas 
like the 1988 Mistral Nationals, shown here. 
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TUDOR WATCH/ 
MISTRAL TO 
EXPAND REGATTAS 
IN ’89 


S or the fourth consecutive year. 
Tudor Watch and Mistral will be 
conducting boardsaiiing regattas 
aimed at increasing windsurfing 
exposure to the general public, and in 
1989 they've expanded their schedule of 
regattas throughout the United States. 

This year, the Tudor Watch involve¬ 
ment began with a bang at the Mistral 
Mid-Winter Championships in Merritt Is- 
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• continue through the IMCO (International 

• Mistral Class Organization) World Cham- 

• pionships to be held in Corpus Christi. 

• Texas. October 21 through 31. 

The Mistral Regional Championships 

• in the Northeast. Southeast. Texas, anc 

• Southern California will be a part of the 

• Tudor Watch/Mistral regatta series, so 

• check with your local dealer for dates and 
■ locations. 

Mistral is pleased with the continued 
^pport of Tudor Watch in presenting 

• Orte-Design and Funboard Champion- 

• ships throughout the US and hopes thal 

• their efforts will help support growth anc 























THE GUN SAILS 
CONTEST 

’ n f you haven’t had a chance to catch 
the boardsailor’s wind forecast on the 
Weather Channel (Friday 9:08 EOT] 

' U now’s the time to tune in because the 
’ contest sponsored by The Gun Sails is 

* about to get rolling. Watch the forecas 

* and try to guess where each of the fou 

’ sails videos that follow the forecast were 
’ filmed. Some sails may have been shot in 

* more than one location, but you only need 
’ to guess one location for each sail. 

First prize is a 7.0m Course Race 

* complete rig; second prize is a 6 5m 
‘ Radical Speedfoil sail; and third prize is a 
] 5.3m RAF Speed Slalom sail. Sweep- 
] stakes entrants must be 18 years or older 

[ You may enter as often as you like, but 
’ each entry must be mailed separately. 

[ No purchase necessary. The winners will 
’ be contacted by mail by the end of Au- 

■ gust 1989. 

’ To obtain a list of all possible locations, 

[ an entry form, and a complete list of 
prizes and rules, send a self-addressed. 

* stamped envelop to: Northern Aquatic. 

* The Contest, PC Box 520, Chazy. NY 
‘ 12921-0520. 

■ SCOTT STEELE’S 

1989 CLINIC 
SCHEDULE 


. ^3 984 Olympic boardsailing silver 
. ^ medalist Scott Steele has an- 
. M nounced the 1989 schedule for his 
. B nationwidewindsurfing clinics. The 
. following are some upcoming dates, 
. places, and Mistral dealers to contact in 
. regard to the clinics: 

. June 3,4: Two-day clinic, Amagansett, 
. NY. Contact: Seasonings. 516-267- 
. 6325. 

, June 10; One-day clinic, Marion, MA. 
. Contact: Buzzards Bay, 508-748-1648. 

. June 17, 18; Two-day clinic, Ithaca. 
NY. Contact: NY Boardsailing. 607-273- 
. 2560. 

, June 24,25; Two-day clinic, Jamaica, 
VT. Contact; New England Sailboard Co.. 

■ 802-874-4178. 

. July 30; One-day clinic, Ocean City, 
. NJ. Contact; Bayview Sailboats, 609- 
. 398-3049. 
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Well, things sure have 
The Maui Boards. 
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participants to full-time 
shoreline residents tc 
owners. 

According to Ge 
owner of Maui Sails a 
MBA) there are curre 
ndividual members ar 
ness members. “One 


August 5; One-day clinic. Long Beach, 
CA. Contact: Long Beach Windsurf 
Center. 213-433-1014. 

August 6; One-day clinic, San Diego. 
CA. Contact: San Diego Sailing Center. 

619-488-0651. , . 

August 19: One-day clinic. Prttsford. 

NY. Contact: Quantum Leap. 716-248- 
3150. 
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ui was fraught with 
er use areas and 
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j changed, 
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9 MBA newsletter 
expansion plan for 
one of the most 
cations on Maui. In 
arks Department of 

■A has hired land- 


• scape architect Phyllis Tongg to come up 

• with a plan for the expansion. Improve- 

• ment costs are estimated to be between 

• $50,000 and $100,000. 

The eight-page MBA newsletter has a 

• wealth of information about what is going 

• on in Maui and how to be a part of it. 

MBA President Lenny Cappe (part 

• owner of Hawiian Island Windsurfing) 

• urges everyone to get involved. There is 

• now an advisory committee to study the 

• effects of windsurfing on the island and 

• make a formal report to Maui Mayor 

• Hannibal Tavares. 

The MBA also now has several com- 

• mittees of its own including beach patrol, 

• beach maintenance, legal affairs, and 

• boardsailing education for both youths 

• and adults. In addition, the MBA Installed 

• a new swimming area buoy system at 

• Kanaha, purchased an additional 250 

• “diver down" flags which it gives out free 

• to all divers, printed several thousand 

• “Sail Safe" brochures in four languages, 

• and sponsored a beach-cleanup pro- 

• gram in which each of the local windsurf- 

• ing shops “adopts" a beach to police and 

• keep clean. 

Sailors on Maui have shown that they 

• can band together when necessary and 

• the MBA is here to stay. 

• —contributed by Eric Ssnford 
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SPEED COMPONENTS MADE OF EASTON E9S. ONLY 


Ultralight, super strong, blazing fast. That’s our new E9S line. Developed exclusively for Windsurfing 
Hawaii by Easton, E9S gives you stiffness, strength, and an extraordinary feel found in no other 
components. The result: a boom that transmits commands instantly. A base system that’s guaranteed 











Cam Front End gives 
a strong, positive 
connection that 
feels incredible. 


Easton 4x4 Uvo-Piece Mast System gives you 
four mast options with just two additional pieces. 


for two years against failure. And, when matched with our revolutionary Easton 
4x4 Mast System, a rig that’ll leave the others standing still. 


ESS Micro-Light II Boom, made from Easton i strongest, 
stillest tubing, is unconditionally 
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Shift into passing gear today - before the competition does - 
at your nearest Windsurfing Hawaii dealer. 


windsurfing hawaii 


Low pronle 

Slalom Rear End features stainless steel 
cleat and flow-thru drainage system. 


Kailua, Santa Barbara, 
Vancouver, Hengelo, 
Osaka, Auckland 
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T hat’s Ken Winner,” I told my par¬ 
ents. who were watching some of 
us sailing the Florida waves in the 
winter of '82. 

’ "He doesn’t fall much, does he?” 

] they responded. 

It was a perceptive understatement 
* for laymen, but I was seeing much 
’ more. It was the first time I had seen 
’ any sailor who had conquered Hawaii 
’ sailing in our local waves, and Winner 
* was simply shredding. His equipment 
* was at least a generation ahead of 
’ everyone else’s, and his style blew me 
’ away. Duck jibes on the face. 

[ shortboard tacks, table-top jumps... he 
[ could do it all. 

* But that wasn’t the first time I had 
. come to that realization. Back in the 
. summer of ’81.1 was training for the 
. Central Regional Championships in Chi- 
. cago, and part of my regimen was to 
. read Winner's book, The Wind is Free. 

. From racing to advanced racing to the 
. chapter on freestyle, I studied the book 
. inside and out. And when Winner 
. showed up at the race, he sailed with 
. more style and skill than I thought was 
. possible. Despite his book teachings, 

. most people agreed that the best tactic 
. was just to try to follow him and hope 
. for a second place. 

Since then Winner has excelled in 
’ all aspects of the sport—One-Design, 

. Open Class, Division ll. World Cup, and 
. slalom, but he has “retired" from racing 
. for the past two years. He is now living 
, in White Salmon, Washington, in an 
. outrageous private setting looking down 
, at the famous Gorge sailing spot, Swell 
* City. Happily married with two kids, 

] Ken might be out of public sight, but his 
* once-familiar US-1 is far from out of 
[ mind. 

It Is arguable that Ken Winner has 
’ had more influence on more American 
* windsurfers than any other sailor. It 
* seems like half the first-generation 
’ windsurfers on the East Coast started 
[ windsurfing after they had seen Winner 
’ doing some incredible stunt in the Bay. 

’ The rest of the nation, like myself, 

' studied his book diligently. 

Winner, however, had no one to in- 
‘ spire him to start the sport. He caught 
* his first glimpse of windsurfing reading 
’ the Newman S. Darby article in Popular 
* Mechanics. He eventually found a 
’ used board for sale in March, 1975, 

' and had his first successful sail on April 
’ 1—no fooling. 

‘ Tom James (TJ): How was your first 
‘ session? 

’ Ken Winner (KW): It was perfect 
' conditions and after about four hours I 
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Ken Winner 


BY TOM JAMES 


was a little disappointed. I thought; “Is 
this all there is?” Then, on another day, 
I got out in some more wind and 
realized that there was quite a bit more 



Ken Winner,US-1, inspired an entire genera¬ 
tion of windsurfers with his unique style and 
equipment. 


ATLANTIC FILM WORKS 

TJ; When did you start getting pretty 
good? 

KW; I went to the Nationals later that 
year and I won the first race. Actually, I 
blundered into a giant wind shift, so it 
was more luck than anything. Two . 
years later, I won the World's. 

TJ: Do you think One-Design racing is 
a better test of the sailor's skills than 
Open Class or World Cup? 

KW; One-Design racing is good be¬ 
cause it’s inexpensive, but I don't think 
it's necessarily a better measure of the 
sailor. Rather, it measures something 
different. That is, with pure One- 
Design racing, the sailor has to adapt 
himself to the equipment, but in World 


Cup racing the sailor adapts his 
equipment to himself by choosing or 
designing the equipment that suits his 
size or style There are other differ¬ 
ences: One-Design is more tactical 
and more accessible, but requires 
weight classes or some other way of 
allowing for weight differences among 
competitors. 

Interestingly, three guys who are 
especially good at developing and 
choosing equipment for World Cup- 
type racing, Stephan van den Berg, 
Anders Bringdal. and Robby Naish, 
also have excellent records in One- 
Design. 

TJ: What equipment were you 
involved in developing to meet your 
needs throughout your career? 

KW: In late 79,1 may have been the 
first to build a board (actually Larry 
Tuttle glassed It) with no daggerboard 
or centerboard. Instead, I put a skeg 
box where a centerboard well might 
have been, and it wasn’t long before I 
quit using even a skeg there. 

That same board was one of the first 
to have a fairly round tail, which meant 
that I was one of the first to learn how to 
carve jibes (people at that time were 
using square-tail boards, which meant 
that they couldn’t carve jibes). When 
Robby Naish saw my nine-footer, he cut 
a stock Mistral in half and rode just the 
nose section of the board.’ 

I think I had the first adjustable 
booms and my second mast track 
prototype, the one F2 copied for the ’83 
Lightning, embodied the basic design 
and function that every mast track now 
incorporates. I’m always working on 
new things. 

TJ: Why doesn't anyone ever hear 
about these developments of yours? 
KW: I’m not real big on self-promotion. 

T J: How did you get involved with Bic? 
KW: In 1979,1 was working for Hoyle 
Schweitzer when Dufour Bich ap¬ 
proached me with an offer. I was sup¬ 
posed to design and promote a board, 
but the people in charge back then 
didn't pay much attention to rny 
suggestions. Fortunately, that has 
changed. The Bic goal has always 
been to produce boards that are the 
best value for the money, but the 
difficult question has been exactly what 
is necessary value? 

. The Bich family has a lot of pride 
and is determined to do a good job. I 
think that determination is evident in the 
'89 boards. What's more, unlike some 
European manufacturers, Bic won’t 
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Back'-up Support 

There are some real heels in this world 
that are always slip-sliding around, 
ReefWarriors control them with an 
adjustable strap over the foot and an 
adjustable strap to the backside. 
Heels feel secure once theyWe in¬ 
side a pair of Reef^dariors. 


Amphibious Engineering 


Your feet, they We wet. And dry. 
And wet. And... Put ’em into 
a pair of Reef Warrior boat 
shoes. That way, they can 
take whatever comes 
underfoot in stride, 
because every day 
isn’t a day at 
the beach. 


Forward Defense 

Our wrap-around sole is the first line 
of defense for your toes. Thenwe 
have them covered from above with 
an extralayer of soft neoprene. Good 
protection is tough to get when youWe 
always in the lead position, 
but Reef Warriors give it to the toes. 


The battle of the Arch has seen many 
a good foot flattened by lack of sup¬ 
port, In designing the Reef Warrior’s 
contoured cushion arch, we took 
great pains so you wouldn’t have to. 


Ground Control 

When you’re maneuvering for 
position and on slippery ground, 
you need slip-resistant soles. 
That’s exacdy why ReefWarriors 
are so good. Get a grip on your 
world. Give yourself stability. 
Put on a pair of ReefWarriors. 



Recf^ttoorisatrademark ofOmega Cocp. fatentpcnding. 


Whetheryouwindsurforwaterski, go sportfishing, 
sail, or just hang out at the beach, ReefWarriors 
are a cool, comfortable way 
to be afoot, in style. 
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accept government subsidies to stay in 
business. They believe in doing the job 
themselves, without government hand¬ 
outs. 

TJz What happened to the Ken Winner 
model? 

KW: That was the brainchild of the guy 
who started Tiga after Bic fired him. His 
idea was to make a fast, light-weight, 
foam-filled Division II board out of inex¬ 
pensive materials. Those were contra¬ 
dictory requirements. You can't have a 
fast Div II board with low volume, but 
low volume was required because it 
was to be filled with polyurethane foam 
(polyurethane foam was required to 
keep the cost down, etc.) He thought 
he could sell anything if he spent 
enough money on marketing. 

My suggestion, to build a board with 
footstraps and a retractable center- 
board, was taken to the extent that foot¬ 
straps and a semi-retractable center- 
board were added to a low-volume Divi¬ 
sion II board. It actually was a good 
board in many respects, but didn’t fit 
into any of the emerging product 
categories. 

TJ: Are you going to have another 
model? 

KW: Well, there have been a number 
of Ken Winner signature models since 
then that were very successful, includ¬ 
ing the Hard Rock and the Reggae. 


The Bic 200 and the Rock & Roll were 
the most successful boards of their type 
and time. 

TJ: Why did you stop racing? 

KW: I got tired of traveling and waiting 
for wind, and my performance was slip¬ 
ping pretty badly. More importantly, the 
birth of my first daughter gave me a 
stronger desire to be at home more; I 
couldn’t see being an absentee father 

TJ: It's hard to focus in on all of your 
racing successes, but were any par¬ 
ticularly satisfying for you? 

KW: I won a couple of good slalom 
races in my last Japan World Cup in 
1986. We had four eliminations in 30- 
to 60-knots of wind and gnarly surf. I 
won the first elimination, got eliminated 
in the first round of the second and won 
the third. I had to beat Robby [Naish] 
in the last elimination to win the slalom, 
but didn’t and ended up second for the 
regatta. Still, it was memorable 
because of the terrific conditions. 

Then there was the Marui/O’Neill in 
San Francisco In ’87. It was fun 
because I was really relaxed and didn’t 
have to worry about anything. Stephan ’ 
[van den Berg] had such good equip¬ 
ment that I just got on his stuff and was ‘ 
fast. It was great because all I had to 
bring was a harness. 

TJ: What about when you won the 


Worlds in 77 and ’60'^ 

KW: Well, those were so long ago that 
you don't really think about them any¬ 
more. 

TJ: Has your relationship with Bic 
changed at all since you're not compet¬ 
ing anymore'^ 

KW: Well, if I can do well in racing and 
demonstrate the high quality of our 
boards and sails [UP Sails], they’ll like 
that. But. they feel I can be useful in 
other ways. I’m mostly involved with 
product development—one of those 
products being the Bic Sport Ken 
Winner Academy. The school program 
is one of the ways we hope to make the 
sport more accessible and enjoyable to 
more people. 

TJ: What exactly are you doing with 
the school? 

KW: We’re trying to improve the 
quality of things we can provide to 
schools. The BFT and school manuals 
are a part of that. 

TJ: BFT? 

KW: The Bic Flotation Trainer. I 
thought of the idea in January of '85 
while trying to devise an inexpensive 
way to provide beginners with a stable, 
comfortable board to learn on It's 
basically a flotation collar—a tapered, 
inflated pontoon on each side, running 
the lerigth of the board. It makes the 




Introducing Sportex Masts. 
The world’s leading manufac¬ 
turers since 1973. Goige tested 

for strength and durability, 

Sportex Masts have become the 
windsurfer’s ultimateprescnj)- 
tion for stress and tension. Built 



to sail and priced to sell, from the 
“master minds" of Sportex. ^ 
Consult your sailboard 
specialty dealer for the 
complete Sportex mast 
system. -4*.^ 
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By 1985, Winner was already a 10-year veteran of the newly blossoming sport of windsurfing. 
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Bic Melody 40 inches wide and 320 
liters in volume. It’s also comfortable— 
when you fall on a BFT, you’re much 
less likely to bruise a shin. 

TJ; You have seen almost every devel¬ 
opment in windsurfing so far. What do 
you see for the future of the sport? 

KW: When I quit racing. I stepped 
back to re-evaluate the sport and it 
seemed like it had a lot of potential. 
When I see thousands of people 
suffering in miserable conditions on ski 
slopes, I think. “My God. windsurfing 
has a great future." But it’s going to 
take time and ingenuity to bring out. 
There are some things that will have to 
change, though. 

There are some major problems I 
see right now that will have to be 
overcome. First, the sport is too 
inaccessible. It’s fairly intimidating right 
now because the conditions and 
equipment most people see don’t look 
like something they can do or use. If 
activities such as cruising are pro¬ 
moted. a lot more people could relate to 
the sport. 

There aren't enough schools and 
the equipment used for learning is un¬ 
necessarily difficult. Most resorts aren’t 
adequately equipped yet, and I don't 
think there are enough enjoyable social 
activities that go along with the sport. 
Look at skiing. Apres skiing is acces¬ 
sible to everyone, but there's nothing 
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like that in windsurfing 

Finally, there aren’t enough things to 
do with your board once you get it. 
There should be more on-the-water 
activities. We have to realize that the 
sport is still young, and a lot of improve¬ 
ments will be made. More things like 
that Ocean Quest cruise ship will be 
developed. What they are doing is 
tremendously insightful. Once the 
instruction equipment and resort 
activities are improved, windsurfing 
eventually will be as big as skiing—I 
have no doubt 

TJ; What happened with your involve¬ 
ment in the USBA [United States 
Boardsailing Association]? 

KW: I, and most of the others on the 
first board of directors, didn’t know 
what we were getting into in the first 
place, but in time we accomplished 
some important objectives, such as 
moving to an affordable office in Hood 
River and getting on a sounder financial 
footing. 

Having accomplished that much, 
and feeling that other responsibilities 
deserved more of my time. I stepped 
down. Though I don't think the USBA is 
important in the area of competition (the 
purpose for which it was created in the 
early 80s). I think that it can be an im¬ 
portant lobbying group for boardsailors' 
rights. 

As has been predicted by certain 


economists and philosophers, the 
mixed economy (of which we are, 
unfortunately, all a part) eventually 
disintegrates into balkanized, politically 
warring factions, all seeking their 
"share" and all relying on sheer brute 
force of numbers for strength. The 
primitive, tribal notion that “many 
makes right" has great currency now. 
and if we do not create a powerful 
lobbying group for boardsailors (i.e, 
our own tribe), we will be increasingly 
trampled into the sand. 

If the USBA had 100,000 members, 
the people who influence water-access 
regulations and intrusive PFD laws 
would be more likely to listen to us. As 
I joked in the USBA newsletter, “When 
was the last time you saw an NRA 
member denied beach access?" 

TJ; Are you going to stay in the 
windsurfing business in one way or 
another? 

KW; Yes, that was the decision I 
arrived at when I quit racing. I stood 
back and got a distant perspective of 
the sport, then I consciously decided 
whether I wanted to stay involved with 
it or not. What it came down to is that I 
really enjoy the sport and all the 
different things you can get out of it. 

TJ; So what is your favorite aspect of 
windsurfing? 

KW; I like it all. ■ 
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WHEN BRUCE PETERSON AND DAVE RUSSELL OF RUSHWIND, AMERICA'S HOTTEST NEW DESIGN TEAM, FUSED WITH GAASTRA'S 
JEFF MAGNAN AND THE AERODYNAMIC TEST RIG - THE RESULTS WERE EXPLOSIVE. 

TOGETHER THEY DEVELOPED A SLALOM SAIL THAT HARNESSED THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THEIR IDEAS INTO EVERY STITCH, SEAM 
AND PANEL. 

AT THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS SLALOM EVENT IN THE WORLD, THE GORGE PRO-AM - ROBBY NAISH TESTED THEIR SAIL AND BLEW 
AWAY THE COMPETITION, TAKING 1ST PLACE AND DOMINATING ONE OF THE TOUGHEST FIELDS EVER ASSEMBLED. 

NOW, AFTER A FURTHER 6 MONTHS OF RIGOROUS TESTING AND REFINEMENT ON THE WORLD CUP CIRCUIT, THE POWER 
AND ENERGY OF 'THE FASTEST SLALOM SAIL IN THE WORLD' HAS BEEN UNLEASHED - THE GORGE SLALOM LE. / \ 
















ROBBY NAISH 

SAIL: GAASTRA/RUSHWIND GORGE SLALOM LE 
DAY OFF 


ADTR TESTED 
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ROBBY NAISH 

SAIL: GAASTRA/RUSHWIND PROTOTYPE 
1ST PLACE, GORGE PRO-AM 
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I n a windsurfing world where your 
degree of chic on the beach is di¬ 
rectly related to the fin in the bottom 
of your board, you virtually are what 
you ride. If you’re not on the newest, 
“hottest” fin of the season, you’re obvi¬ 
ously not serious about your sailing. 

While last year we saw lots of 
bumps and slots in timely blues and 
blacks, this year’s fashion-oriented 
sailor can be seen with slotless fins 
painted a stunning summertime white. 
It’s a good thing wetsuits don’t have 
hemlines. 

However, amidst the trends and 
hype, there still remains a few basic un¬ 
deniable hydrodynamic principles that, 
when channeled into fin shapes and 
foils, produce high-lift, low-drag fins. 

It’s these principles that three years ago 
produced the design that’s now finally 
coming Into vogue—the pointer fin. 

In slalom and course racing, the 
majority of top riders are 
now using the deep, 
narrow, high-aspect 
trapezoidal fins coined 
“pointers" by Bob Dill. 

Larry Tuttle, a renowned 
boat builder who is gener¬ 
ally credited for designing 
the first pointers, did not 
have only upwind ability in 
mind. Ken Winner, one of 
the major threats on the 
World Cup circuit, was hav¬ 
ing centerboards built by 
Tuttle. Winner and Tuttle, 
frustrated with the fins that 
were available at the time, 
decided to design a fin 
based only on engineering 
and hydrodynamics. 

"I built the fin as if I 


Pointer 

Fins 


BY TOM JAMES 


around the other one." 

The breakthrough in the fin’s 
design, according to both Tuttle and 
Winner, was that the thickness-to-chord 
ratio was greater in the tip by a couple 
percent than at the base. Since pointer 
fins do not have any specific mecha¬ 
nisms to prevent spin-out, the thicker 
foil in the tip helps eliminate spanwise 
flow down the length of the fin, which, 
in turn, helps to keep turbulence from 
the surface boundary layer from 
sweeping down the fin. 

The new fin planed quicker, pointed 



Shown again are two examples of high-performance pointer fins. The Tuttle 
(H3) on the right was the fin that started the pointer craze and on the left is 
Race Technology’s version which may start it all over again. 


didn't know anything about surfboards, 
and what we came up with was a 
straight trap with a high-aspect ratio," 
recalls Tuttle. “It incorporated a lot of 
sailboat theory, and with such straight 
lines, we were surprised how well it 
turned," he adds. 

Ken Winner was the test pilot. He 
felt that the first design worked well, but 
was too thick at the tip. By the third 
design, Tuttle had added a little rake, 
reduced the tip area, and changed the 
taper variation. This design, now 
mown as the model H3. has remained 
essentially the same since the original 
prototype. 

This fin. according to Winner. was 
the breakthrough design. “Stephari 
[van den Berg] and I tested it, and it 
was so good that when we were using 
identical boards and rigs, the hull with 
the new fin in it could literally sail circles 


higher, and wasn’t a problem to turn, 
says Winner. He and van den Berg 
immediately ordered three more of this 
new design, and according to Winner, 
the fin played a critical role in van den 
Berg's dominance of the course-racing 
discipline over the next two years. 
“Without the fin, his board was barely 
competitive, but with the fin. it was fully 
competitive." 

Two years later, by the '88 season, 
most fin manufacturers had followed 
Tuttle’s lead, many tracing the exact 
planform. But, according to Race 
Technology’s Rick Caldwell, who spent 
two years at a NASA research center 
studying fin foil sections for his master’s 
thesis, the formulas involved are no 
great secret. “A fin creates a force, 
goes a certain speed, and sideslips at 
a certain angle. If everything is done 
right, a higher-aspect fin will create less 


drag. The fin will point higher because 
it will need less of an angle of attack to 
develop lift, and it will sideslip less.” 

Of course, an aspect ratio that’s too 
high creates problems as well. Both 
Tuttle and Caldwell say that there is a 
significant problem with very deep fins 
having too great a tendency to roll and 
rail up, but just as significant are the 
Reynold's Number effects that very 
short chord lengths encounter. At 
smaller chord lengths, the Reynold’s 
Number (a factor of water density, 
viscosity, fluid speed, and chord 
length) becomes too low, increasing the 
tendency for laminar separation. This 
thickens the boundary layer and 
actually increases drag. 

But wait a minute. I know most 
people don’t care about Reynold’s 
Numbers, boundary layers, chord 
lengths, or any of that stuff. How do 
they sail? That’s the real question. 

For this article, I 
sailed a variety of fins, some 
pointers and others swept 
back, and I must say. the 
good pointers are remarka¬ 
bly good going upwind on a 
slalom board. A good 
pointer does point much 
better than a good swept fin. 
You can really lean onto your 
fin and jam upwind without 
relying on the rails too much. 
However, the pointers don’t 
suffer off the wind by any 
means. The fins feel just as 
fast as anything else. 

But don’t necessarily 
rush out and buy one. 
because they do have some 
problems. Ken Winner 
pointed out that the fins are 
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a real problem on Le Mans type starts. 
They need more water depth than a 
swept fin of the same area. That isn’t 
too much of a problem for most people, 
but what is a drawback is how many 
weeds a pointer tends to collect. Iri the 
Far East, you could go out sailing with a 
pointer fin for 15 minutes and have 
dinner for six. If there is a weed floating 
around anywhere in the body of water 
you’re sailing on. it’ll end up hooked on 
your fin. 

These inconveniences aside, the 
pointers are essential for course 
boards, but they are also great for 
slalom sailing because they help to 
pump you up on a plane (the sail isn't 
the only thing you can pump), they 
point extremely well, and really turn just 
as well as most anything else. And of 
course, the white ones work especially 
well this fashion season. ■ 
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There’s no place more perfect for collecting 
windsurfing souvenirs than Aruba. 

How perfect’ 

Try an average year-round wind speed of 
more than 20 Imots. Try soft, sandy beaches 
and crystalline blue water. Try some of the 
most delightfully warm, sunny weather to be 
found this side of paradise. 

Perfect? Let’s just say if Adam and Eve had 
decided to take up windsurfing instead of apple 
picking, God would have put them on Aruba 

But even perfection can go to hell when you 
get bogged down in travel details. 



"The ViHas" in Aruba, Sailboard Vacation 's luxury fffidencics 



That’S where SAILBOARD VACAnONS"* comes 
to your rescue SAILBOARD VACATIONS has been 
created by windsurfers for windsurfers. So w'e 
know how to perfectly arrange all the details 
for your Aruba windsurfing vacatioa 
We have 30 ocean-fiont efficiency units 
adjacent to the shores of wx)rld-famous Fisher¬ 
man’s Huts sailing grounds. We have expert 
instruction for novice, intermediate, and advanced 
windsurfers. We have our own travel agency 
services to handle airlines and reservations. 

And we have, on premises, the largest and best- 
equipped rental operation in the Wbbean, with 
brand-new, high-performance equipment firom 


Windsurfing Hawaii, Bic Sport, North Sails, 
Mistral, Seatrend, and custom boards shaped 
by Geert van den Berg and John Parton. 

Also, for a limited time only, we’re offering 
the Aruba «Hands-On Experieiioe» SpedaL 
With every reservation, we’re giving away a pair 
of THUNDERWEAR gloves — for those \dio 
want to limit the number of souvenirs they 
take home. 



So, for the perfea Aruba windsurfing 
vacation, let SAILBOARD VACATIONS give you a 
hand. C^ us today at 1-800-252-1070. 



NO ]lRFECr WINMJIMNG 
IS OMPIM WlfflOUI A FEWSOUVENISS 























H ave you seen enough routine 
off-lhe-lips by now? Are you 
tired of general-issue aerial re¬ 
entries? Well, the aerial 360 is a 
move that will get you air with a little 
flare. Don’t get me wrong; I love to bury 
a deep rail and slam a thick lip as much 
as anyone, but sometimes I just feel like 
cuttin’ loose and gettin’ crazy. 

One day, after two Snickers candy 
bars and a Jolt cola (all the sugar and 
twice the caffeine), I was feeling hyper 
and tried to make a carving board 360 





4 The momentum and sail positioning will 
automatically pivot the rig around in mid¬ 
air. 


'30 


SHORTBOARD 
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The Aerial 
360 


BY IAN BOYD 


on the wave face. As I redirected up 
the wave, with too much jolt and not 
enough control, I had so much speed [ 
that I flew out the back, completing the 



Continue to carve the board up the wave 
until the fin cuts loose off the lip. 



rotation in mid-air. Astonished. I 
landed facing shore and sailed in, 
determined to try it again. 

This maneuver is not greatly 
different from the Gu-screw. which was 
made famous by Mark Angulo, one of 
the sport’s most innovative wavesailors. 
The main difference between these two 
maneuvers is that when performing an 
aerial 360, you backwind the sail while 
carving up the wave, rather than 
leaving it sheeted out, as in a Gu- 
screw. 





6 Practice, so that future landings can be 
made back into the wave face, rather 
than out the back. 
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• While the first aerial 360 was a com¬ 
bination of luck and a sugar rush, I can 
now regularly make what was once a 
fluke. With a little aggression and a six- 
pack of Jolt cola, you should be able to 
get this maneuver wired—not to 
mention yourself! 

The aerial 360 has been broken 
down into two basic steps. The first 
step is carving 180 degrees on the 
water; the second step is completed in 
the air. The great thing about this 
maneuver is that you don't need to 
have a perfect wave to perform it on. It 
can be completed on everything from 
slow and mushy, to hollow and closed- 
out waves. The most Important 
element, however, is speed. 

Set up your board 360 by accelerat¬ 
ing down the wave face with as much 
speed as possible. Initiate your turn in 
the smooth flats In front of the wave by 
laying the sail down and raked back 
over the water. Lean your body forward 
to drive through the turn. It's important 
to draw out a consistent arc and keep 
the clew of the sail clear of the water, in 
order to pressure your boat speed. 

Time the turn so that when you're at 
the top of the wave, the lip is starting to 
pitch out. As you redirect up the wave 
face, focus on the section from which 
you will launch. Continue to carve the 
board up the wave until your fin cuts 
loose off the lip. 

Now, halfway through your 360, pre¬ 
pare to get air. Blast off the lip with 
your sail totally backwinded and make 
a major weight transfer by shifting your 
body back over the tail. This acts as a 
dead weight, enabling the tail to pivot 
around in mid-air and complete the. 
remaining 180 degrees. 

Once you are airborne and the sail 
is backwinded. let physics do the rest. 
With the momentum and sail positioning 
you have created, it’s like time—you will 
automatically clock around to complete 
the full 12 hours. Sheet in the sail and 
touch down, tail first, behind the wave. 

I think the ultimate goal for those 
who perform aerial 360s or Gu-screws 
is to land on top of the pitching lip and 
re-enter back into the wave. This goal 
is not far in the future for those who 
practice and push their personal limits 
to the edge. ■ 


High-flying Ian Boyd practices maneu¬ 
vers like these daily. He is a regular 
contributor to WindRider who lives and 
trains on Maui and is sponsored by 
North Sails Windsurfing, O'Neill 
Sportswear, and O'Neill Wetsuits. 


Editor's Note: Aerial maneuvers such 
as this are for the highly experienced 
sailor only and should be attempted 
with extreme caution, 
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SEEING IS 
BELIEVING 

LEARN THE TEN HOTTEST 
SHORTBOARD TRICKS FROM 
THIS HOT NEW VIDEO 

Join Ion Boyd, one of the hottest 
, boardsailing talents to splash on today's 
scene, and enjoy his unique and ag- 
Igressive style. 

ItRICKS of the trade demonstrates 
*many shortboord techniques and tricks 
that were pioneered and mastered by Ion. This boardsail¬ 
ing instructional tope uses a unique visual teaching format 
that relies on solid visual images rather than using various 
speeds of slow motion. It is presented with key words that 
help to focus your attention and to establish on accurate 
mental picture. 

•Leom the duck tack, soil 360, body drag, helicopter tack 
and more — fast and easy 

■Image replay sequences for fast learning; entertaining to 
watch — even if you don't soil! 

■20 minutes running time 

■Available exclusively through WindRider Magazine. 


WindRider Magazine, P.O. Box 136, 

Mt. Morris. IL 61045 

YES! Send me_copies of WindRider's Tricks of the Trade at $19.95 

each, plus $2 shipping and handling per copy (Florida residents add 
6% soles tax). Allow four weeks for delivery. 

Enclosed is my check or money order for $_ 

Name^_ 


Address^ 
City_ 


State 
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J ibing a longboard is, for the most 
part, very similar to jibing a 
slalom board. As with slalom 
boards, there are two main jibing 
techniques—the regular jibe and the 
step jibe. Both are initiated in the same 
way, but with the step jibe, the sailor 
steps forward with his back foot halfway 
through the jibe; in the regular jibe, he 
keeps both feet behind the front 
reaching straps at all times. 

The step jibe is harder to learn, but 
once perfected can have many advan¬ 
tages over the regular jibe. The main 
advantage is that by stepping forward 
halfway through the jibe, the sailor’s 
bodyweight keeps the board down on 
the water. This, along with the momen¬ 
tum created by stepping forward, helps 
you to accelerate out of the jibe. 

The step jibe is also advantageous 
when making very tight jibes: Keeping 
the board down on the water prevents 
you from rounding up into the wind and 
stalling out, or sinking the tail of the 
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Jibing 
Technique 
—Step and 
Regular 
Jibe 


BY PAUL COUTTS 


board too much. Although I’ve come to 
prefer the step jibe, there are times 
when I like to use the regular jibe. 

When making a long, drawn-out 
jibe, it’s often faster and smoother to 
keep both feet behind the front straps 



and do the regular jibe, as long as you ] 
have enough wind to keep you pow- ] 
ered all the way through it. If you lose ] 
power, you’ll sink the tail and slow ] 
down, in which case you should use the ] 
step jibe to keep the board flat and 
planing through the jibe. [ 

The other time I use a regular jibe is i 
when I’m overpowered. This Is be- ’ 
cause the step jibe must be done very 
aggressively and takes a lot of energy, [ 
unlike a regular jibe where you stay 
back on the board. 

I’m going to start with the "regular 
jibe" because this is the technique most [ 
people will learn when they begin to 
sail. Start by sailing on a reach, hooked [ 
into your harness and with both feet in 
the straps. Look ahead and pick a spot ] 
to jibe. Racers must be able to jibe in ’ 
any condition, but to refine your [ 

technique, first practice in smooth ’ 

water. ’ 

When you’re ready to jibe, come up- ’ 
right and unhook, placing your back ’ 
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foot on the deck in front of the back 
reaching strap and slightly toward the 
downwind rail. At this point, it's very 
important to concentrate on keeping 
pressure on the board with your feet 
and making sure not to sheet out too 
much. 

To start the board carving the jibe 
you must crouch down, bending your 
legs and arms a little (photo 2). and 
lean into the jibe, putting most of your 
weight onto your back foot as the rail 
bites and begins to carve. Sheet in with 
your back hand and apply maximum 
pressure with your back foot (photo 3). 
Hold this position until the board has 
passed the dead downwind position 
and is pointing over on the new reach. 

At this point, push the boom away 
with your back hand, moving that hand 
from the boom to the mast, just above 
the booms (photo 4). When you have a 
firm grip on the mast you can let go of 
the boom with your front hand, which is 
now free to grab the boom on the new 
side when the sail flips around (photo 
5). 

Now, move your hand from the mast 
to the boom and as you sheet in on the 
new reach, move your back foot 
forward into the front reaching strap. 
Now, move your front foot back and into 
the back reaching strap. You're now 
ready to hook in and sail away on the 
new reach. 

The step jibe is exactly the same as 
the regular jibe until you begin to flip 
the sail. At this point, instead of letting 
go with your back hand, hold onto the 
boom and physically push the rig 
through the first part of the jibe. This is 
done by rotating on the ball of your front 
foot and stepping forward with your 
back foot. 

The board is a lot flatter on the 
water and the rig is more upright than 
during a regular jibe. Now, let go with 
your back hand and grab the mast 
below the booms. As the sail flips 
around, move both hands to the boom 
on the new side. Step back and 
accelerate out of the turn. ’ 

In the regular jibe. I’m facing into 
the jibe as the sail flips; but with the 
step jibe, it’s important to turn as you 
step forward and face the opposite 
way. 

I have found that maintaining control 
at the start of your jibe by keeping pres¬ 
sure on the board with your feet makes 
for the best jibes. Also, remember to 
move your back hand back on the 
boom and sheet in during the jibe. I . 
hope these tips help you make 
smoother, faster jibes and enjoy your 
sailing a little more. ■ 


Paul Coutts has been a professional 
boardsailor for two years. He is the 
1988 US Production Tour Champion 
and is sponsored by Fanatic, ART, and 
Body Glove. 
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Y our first jibe on a shortboard is 
a heck of a lot different than 
your last jibe on a longboard! 
First of all. you must be planing. 
Sure you can eke out a jibe on a 
shortboard without planing, but it won’t 
be a shortboard jibe. Shortboard jibes 
need speed, which is exactly why 
they’re so much fun. 

Second, you’ll be dealing with a 
much shorter board, so the turn will 
happen more quickly. So. to pull it off, 
you must move faster. On a 
shortboard, there isn’t much time to 
stand back on the tail and leisurely flip 
the sail around. Once you move 
through a turn, you have to act quickly 
and get your weight onto the center of 
the board or else you’ll overturn and 
round up. 

Finally, and most important, you 




4 By holding power In my sail through the turn 
and by releasing my back hand, the sail 
rotates automatically. Here, I’m grabbing 
for the mast and starting to take my front 
foot out of the strap. Be sure to keep control 
of the sail at this point. 


Your First 
Shortboard 
Jibe 


BY JEFF HUGHES 


don’t have a daggerboard, so applying 
pressure on the opposite rail is no 
longer valid. On a shortboard, you lean 
the way you turn. Where you place 
your weight is much more important 
than what you do with your sail. 

The Carve 

To do your jibe, you must go into the 




By drawing the mast across my body, I 
rotate at the shoulders and look to grab the 
boom on the new tack with my back hand. 
At this point, step forward to flatten out the 


board. 
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turn with moderate planing speed. This 
means you must choose the right sail 
and you can’t sheet out or shift your 
weight from rail to rail before making 
the turn. 

Before you start to turn, check down¬ 
wind to make sure no one is around 
you, then unhook from your harness, 
and act aggressively. Look for a 
smooth spot or a swell to bank off of, 
and bear off towards it. Then, take your 
back foot out of the strap and place it 
on the leeward side of the board close 
to the front footstrap. Apply downward 
foot pressure with your toes and the ball 
of your foot. Your front heel should be 
pulling up and towards the turn. Bend 
your knees, lean slightly into the turn, 
and look out through your window. 

As the board is turning, maintain 
pressure on the rail. Keep your upper 



O Still powered up, I’m maintaining even pres- 
^ sure on the rail by driving my knees forward 
and keeping my weight slightly forward. 
Make sure you keep looking forward and not 
down at your feet. 



0 Hook in, take your front hand off the mast, 
and put it back on the boom. You should 
still drive with the front foot to get back on 
a plane. 


WINORIOER 







































SPECIAL SOT’ESODUCTORY OFFER! 


Save up to 55% on America’s #1 wind¬ 
surfing magazine. Ife easy. No postage 
necessary, plus wll ^adly bill you later. 
Don’t wait Mail today! 

YES! Sign me up for: 
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board anasR . 
this, make sure yourel 

forward with knees bent. 

E. Don't put ali your weight on the 
back foot (which, most likely, is placed 
too far back on the rail). This usually 
keeps the front foot extended. Tiy 
bringing your back foot closer to the 
leev?ard front strap. This will force you 
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Safe sailing-^' 
water. 


Gorge sailorfinstructor Jeff Hughes 
the school director for Big Winds Ho(^ 
River, a Mistral High Wind Center. 
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body leaning forward so that you 
maintain rig pressure on the front of the 
board for stability Keep your front arm 
extended and your back arm sheeted in 
to keep the sail powered 

Beginners shouldn’t worry about 
switching their feet or flipping the sail 
until they are through the turn. Just 
concentrate on leaning forward and 
applying constant pressure on the rail. 

The Release 

Once you are confident carving 
through the turn and ending up clew 
first, then start concentrating on flipping 
the sail as well. Timing is most impor¬ 
tant here. As your board approaches 
dead downwind, let go with your back 
hand. If the sail is properly powered, it 
will rotate around automatically. Grab 
the mast with your back hand and bring 
it towards your body and onto the 
center plane of the board. Then, rotate 
your upper body into the turn and let go 
with your front hand. Your board will 
now be turning through the downwind 
point and towards the other tack. Don’t 
change your feet yet. 

The Recovery 

Reach out with what used to be your 
front hand, grab the boom, and sheet 
in. Now, change your feet around and 
put your weight on the front foot to 
flatten out the board and maintain 
speed. Put your back foot into the back 
strap, hook in, and take your new front 
hand off the mast and place it on the 
boom. Sail to the other side, and 
repeat. 

Common Problems 

• Do you find that you are losing 
speed going into the turn or that you 
stall out downwind? 

A. First, and foremost, don’t start 
your jibe unless you’re powered up and 
on a plane. Don’t go into a turn in a lull. 

B. Also, sometimes you will sheet 
out and depower the sail while unhook¬ 
ing from your harness—keep the sail 
filled with wind. 

C. Many times you can unknowingly 
transfer weight back to the windward 
rail. Keep carving with constant 
pressure on the inside rail. If you 
transfer weight to the opposite rail, 
you'll immediately slow down in the 
turn. Practice carving only. 

D. You may not be leaning forward 
enough. This will sink the tail of the 
board and slow you down. To correct 
this, make sure you're leaning well 
forward with knees bent. 

E. Don't put all your weight on the 
back foot (which, most likely, is placed 
too far back on the rail). This usually 
keeps the front foot extended. Try 
bringing your back foot closer to the 
leeward front strap. This will force you 
to bend at the knees. 

• Do you have good speed but find 
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yourself falling backward off the board 
or sitting on the tail? 

A. To prevent falling backwards, 
don’t sit back. Lean forward and into 
the flow of the turn. Bend at the knees 
as you would in skiing. 

B. Don’t pull the boom down to your 
chest. Keep your arms slightly bent 
and in front of you. This will prevent 
hooking into your harness prematurely 
during your jibe. 

C. Look through the window of your 
sail. Don’t look at your feet. 

• What do you do when you're ready 
for the boom and sail on your new 
reach, but the rig is too far away to 
reach or behind you? 

A. This problem Is caused by not 
sweeping (drawing) the mast across 
your body. You’ll find the mast too far 
behind you and this will throw you off- 
balance. Make sure you keep the mast 
in front of you and draw it across your 
body to windward. 

B. Another common mistake is 
letting the mast get away from you. 

Keep the arm that’s holding onto the 
mast slightly bent. Don’t extend it. 

C. Be careful not to reach out too 
soon for the boom on the recovery. Let 
the boom come to you and make sure 
you rotate your upper body in the 
direction of the turn. 

• When you get close to the comple- 
tion of the jibe, does the sail pull you in 
over the front of the board ?. 

A. As you come out of the turn, you 
must begin transferring your weight to¬ 
wards the back of the board. If you 
lean too far forward, you’ll find yourself 
getting tossed over the front of the 
board. 

B. If you don’t complete the turn and 
you sheet in too early, you’ll end up 
downwind and pulled over the front of 
your board. Wait for the board to come 
back across the wind before you sheet 
in. 

C. Make sure you keep your arm 
bent while holding the mast. Keep the 
mast close to your body. 

More Jibes 

Once you have learned the basic 
jibe, then there are several other types 
that may suit your style of sailing or that 
can be used in different conditions. 
There are the snap, sink, jump, and 
monkey jibes, just to name a few. 

Regardless of the type of jibe you 
do, the principles are basically the 
same. After you have mastered it, your 
sailing will become less strenuous, 
you'll enjoy longer sessions on the 
water, and you'll have more fyn. 

Safe sailing—I'll see you on the 
water, ■ 


Gorge sailor/instructor Jeff Hughes is 
the school director for Big Winds Hood 
River, a Mistral High Wind Center, 
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ailboard racing sharpens your 
skills and is an excellent way to 
gauge your progress in the 
sport, if you practice on your 
own. Racing may be a whole new world 
for many of you. so you should be 
prepared and know what to expect. 

This new world you’re about to enter 
has a lot of positive aspects to it and 
shouldn’t be intimidating in any way. 

My first sailboard race was a bit 
embarrassing at times, as I fell every 
conceivable way in what seemed like 
30-knot winds, but were really only 15. 
But, I made lifelong friendships, had 
more fun, and learned more in those 
few days than I had in the month 
before, sailing by myself. 

What To Look For 

Preparation for your first race 
requires only minimal experience. Most 
competitions have a variety of classes, 
giving everyone the opportunity to go 
home a winner. The classes are 
divided into age and weight groups, as 
well as into A and B fleets. 

Racers in the B fleet are usually in 
the learning stages of successful 
tacking and jibing. They aren’t concen¬ 
trating on racing tactics and strategy 
quite like the A-fleeters. The courses 
are shorter and usually closer to shore, 
providing opportunities to make lots of 
board-handling maneuvers. Rounding 
buoys does wonders for your tacking 
and jibing ability and also serves to 
familiarize you with course racing. 

Your involvement in racing should 
begin at the local level. Find out from 
your local dealer or boardsailing club 
what races are coming up, what type of 
racing is planned, and what fleets are 
offered. 

The one-design format is an 
excellent starting place, eliminating any 
questions about sail choice. One- 
design racing simply means that 
everyone uses the same equipment. 
That way, if you win, it’s because of 
your greater skill. Also, one-design 
racing provides weight classes, 
keeping the competition as close as 
possible. 

Open-class racing, on the other 
hand, can be slighted toward the racer 
with the best equipment and the right 
weight for the wind conditions. Open- 
class racing is more popular than one- 
design racing simply because people 
Duy a wide variety of boards and the 
only way to bring them together is in 
open class. 

The Race Courses 

There are a variety of race courses 


Getting 
Involved In 
Racing 


BY SCOTT STEELE 


that you may encounter. One-design 
racing usually takes place on a triangle 
course. This type of course typically 
has three upwind legs, two reaches, 
and one downwind leg. The ability to 
sail upwind is of the utmost importance 
on a triangle course; therefore, racing 
tactics are important to competitors. 

Many open-class races are held on 
a typical funboard course. This course 
also begins upwind, but is usually a 
shorter distance, followed by several 
reaches. A good start and first upwind 
leg are important, but reaching speed 
and jibing become priorities for a good 
performance on a funboard course. 

Last is the downwind slalom course, 
which usually takes less than five 
minutes to complete and consists totally 
of reaching. Again, a good start is 
important, but mainly you’ll need 
excellent reaching speed and jibing 
ability. Usually slalom racing is geared 
toward planing conditions only, with the 
use of slalom boards; however, slalom 
racing occasionally takes place in 
marginal planing conditions, requiring a 
longboard. 

Once the course has been set by 
the race organizers. I strongly suggest 
you go out early and sail the course 
before the start. This will help you 
become familiar with the course and 
give you a chance to check your 
equipment. 

Racing Strategy 

Your strategy should be planned 
before the race begins. Every starting 
line is favored at one end or the other. 
Watching to see where everyone else 
starts isn't necessarily the answer. 
Actually, most of the time it pays to start 
where there isn't a crowd and you can 
be assured of clean air, which is 
perhaps the most important component 
of a good start. 

Frequently, everyone will try to start 
at the windward end. The end result is 
a confused mess that only a couple of 
sailors are able to avoid. Most good 
race committees will favor the pin end, 
to try to help spread the fleet across the 
line—but it doesn’t always work. Look 



for an opening on the line where you 
can start in clean air and hit the line 
precisely when the gun goes off. 

After the start, sailing to windward 
involves three main factors. First, con¬ 
centrate on your board speed and 
pointing. Second, watch where your 
competition is going and try to stay 
between them and the upwind mark. 
And third, always try to sail on the lifted 
tack. The wind is always changing 
direction and one tack will always take 
you to your destination faster than the 
other. 

Watching those ahead of you is one 
way to determine wind changes. Ob¬ 
serving their angles will tell you if their 
course has changed by lifting or 
heading them. A lift means the wind is 
taking you closer to the mark, while a 
header knocks you farther away. One 
tack or the other is always a lifted tack, 
and as long as you tack on those 
headers, you'll stay on the lifted tack 
and be able to get to your destination 
by sailing a shorter distance. 

Reaching is less complicated and 
offers the fast sailors a chance to catch 
up or pull farther ahead. Most of the 
time the fastest course is the shortest 
course, but three important aspects 
cannot be overlooked. 

First, know what the current is 
doing. Many times you’ll have to point 
in a different direction to be on a course 
that is the quickest and shortest route. 
Second, keep competitors from trying 
to go over you and take your wind. The 
boat ahead has luffing rights to head 
up and keep his air clear. Third, watch 
for puffs. Head up to the puff and once 
in it. head down to stay in the wind 
longer. If planing is possible in the puff, 
stay on the heading that will keep you 
planing. 

Your First Race 

Although your first race may cause 
you a bit of anxiety, preparing yourself 
beforehand and heeding a few words of 
advice can make your first experience 
an exciting and enjoyable one. 

Sailing with others offers you the 
opportunity to observe them, providing 
you with another source for improve¬ 
ment by enabling you to form a vivid 
picture of how difficult maneuvers are 
accomplished correctly. So, come on 
out for the next race in your area. See 
you at the starti • 


Scott Steele was the 1984 Olympic 
Silver Medalist at Los Arjgeles. He is 
sponsored by Mistral boards, sails, and 
wetsuits, and Solid sunglasses. 
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THE PERFECT 


SET-UP 


Shortcuts and handy rigging hints 
for the anxious beginner. 


BY TOM JAMES AND 
PAT LEMEHAUTE 
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emember how easily the shop 
guy threw together the board 
you bought? Each line had a 
purpose, each hook went where 
vas supposed to, and the sail snapped 
ien he stood it up to fill it out. It looked 
easy that you paid about as much 
ention to him as you would to a C-SPAN 
evision marathon. 

But, now you've got the mess home 
d that friend you said you'd teach to sail 
loming over tomorrow. You have to set 
p and you have to set it up right, but the ^ 
ner's manual is written in French. Or 

■irst, check your 




mast.asail.possi- 


■ bly battens for the sail, a boom, a mast 

• foot with a universal joint attached, possi- 

■ bly a mast base extension, a fin with 

• screw and plate, a daggerboard, foot- 

• straps, and the following lines: an inhaul. 

' downhaul. outhaul. and uphaul. You also 

• may have a variety of pulleys, hooks, and 

• bungles. Disregard them. By the end of 

• the rigging session, you’ll have a big pile 

• of stuff you won't know what to do with. 

• Now. look at the lines. The three most 

• important lines are the downhaul, inhaul, 

• and outhaul. They’re usually made from 

• the same line, but the lengths are almost 
always wrong. Use the longest as your 
downhaul, the mid-length one as an in¬ 
haul, and, naturally, the shortest as the 

outhaul. Some rigs come with damp-on ■ 

booms, so with these, you can throw the 


• foot by tying a figure-eight knot in one end 

• and threading the line through one side of 

■ the pulleys on the cleat, then put the 

■ inhaul on the front end of the boom, and 
' the outhaul on the back-end boom. The 
' uphaul. which is the thickest line by far. 

• goes on the front of the boom last. If there 

is a thin, scrawny bungie. line and little 
plastic hook lying around, put these on 
the end of the uphaul so it can clamp onto 
the downhaul. 

I’m not going to go into rigging per se, 
because there are tons of little things to 
do. but I will get into the preliminaries of 
rigging, which beginners may not really 
know. First, it’s best to know the approxi¬ 
mate setting to adjust your booms and 
mast base extension. To find the boom 
length, simply lay your sail out flat on the 
ground and set the boom on it, with the 
inside of the front end two inches beyond 
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the parts in their proper places and some handy tips tor rigging, you'll be out on the water in no time 
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A The first step in setting your boom height is to 
■ mark off the height on the boom when its clew 
end is resting on the ground. 
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the sleeve cut-out, and adjust the back 
end until it’s even with the clew grommet. 
This should be your boom length, give or 
take a notch. 

Preliminary settings of the mast length 
are not as easy to get. The best way is to 
look around on the sail for the luff length. 
It should say something like “470 cm." 
Then, look on the sticker at the base of the 
mast, and it should also say something 
like “465 cm.” If this is the case, then you 
should only need five centimeters of mast 
extension which, according to my third 
grade teacher, is the width of 50 stacked 
dimes. Otherwise, if you can’t find any 
numbers, you’ll have to resort to the old 
trial-and-error method—stick the mast in 
‘he sail and play around with the exten- 
>ion until you get it right. 

Threading the mast onto the sail can 
be a bit difficult for the beginner as well. 
This is especially true with camber-in¬ 
duced sails. First off. loosen the battens 
a little, but leave the end strap secured. 
The battens will keep the sail from flap¬ 
ping around in the wind, but if they are 
tensioned, it will be nearly impossible to 
thread over the mast. 

If you do have cambers, hold the insert 
of the mast loosely, just past the boom 
opening, then grab the sleeve where the ' 
camber(s) are and guide the mast through, 


making sure the cambers remain hori¬ 
zontal to the mast. Then, before you 
downhaul, push the cambers a couple of 
inches down towards the base so that 

* when you downhaul. the cambers will end 
up horizontal to the mast and won’t be 
bent way up toward the mast tip. To get 

’ the battens in, first pull the sail flat, then 
tension the battens, then back off the 
outhaul tension until the sail has some 

■ shape; roughly just less than the boom 
curve. 

Rigging your sail correctly puts you 

* apart from the true hackers, so the best tip 

’ is to tune it once with someone who is ’ 
’ knowledgeable. In general, however, 

’ downhaul hard and outhaul loose. Your ’ 
’ sail shouldn't have any horizontal wrinkles * 
‘ from lack of downhaul. 

What’s really important, though, is rig- ’ 
’ ging your sail quickly. This Is what sepa- ’ 
’ rates the true hardcore from the recrea- ‘ 
’ tional sailor. I remember when I first met * 

* Pat LeMehaute. He would be out on the ’ 

■ water a good 15 minutes before I was * 
’ because he knew some quick rigging ’ 

* tricks that I didn’t. But I soon learned the 

* tricks. 

In order to get on the water as quickly 
’ as possible, you should note the exten- 

* Sion setting on your booms and base that * 

* each sail uses. This can be done by ’ 

* simply marking the point with an El Marko. * 

‘ I recommend doing this in the winter • 

* when you are really Jonesing for a ses- ’ 

* Sion. If you have sails with adjustable ’ 

* head caps, try to adjust the caps so that ‘ 

‘ you don’t have to change your base ex- ’ 

* tension every time you change a sail. ‘ 

’ That way, when spring comes, you will • 

* look like you have your act together. 

Finally, when setting boom height, do • 

* it with style. Most people measure boom • 

■ height with their spread arms, like there is ’ 

’ some inherent connection between arm • 

■ span and boom height. There isn’t. The * 
best way is to stand up, holding your • 
booms with the back end on the ground • 
by your feet In front of you, and hold the * 
spot on the booms that’s the height you • 
want them to be. Then, when you set your * 
booms along the mast, line up the back • 
end with the base, and the spot you’re * 
holding will intersect the mast where your • 
booms should go. Below are some more * 
advanced rigging tips from the master • 
himself, Pat LeMehaute. These should • 
get you out on the water faster than ever. • 


TRICKS AND TIPS OF THE TRADE 


Cambered sails should be sleeved sliding Ihe 
:ambefS down Ihe masl. 


If you’re relatively new to the sport, you 
• may not have developed a large reper- 
’ toire of boardsailing tricks. By tricks, I 

■ mean rigging habits and equipment ad- 

■ justments that make boardsailing a little 
easier, both in equipment preparation 
and actual sailing. 

Now, these habits are not what you’d 
learn from your first boardsailing instruc- 
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An aluminum can, when properly recycled, will 
add life to your fin and increase your perform¬ 


ance. 


DARRELL JONES 

tor or from a windsurfing book; rather, you 
have to pick them up through trial and 
error and from watching other people rig 
and sail. Developing a good repertoire of 
tricks can take years, so my editor has 
coaxed me into revealing some of my 
secrets, which I have painstakingly 
learned through many boardsailing ex¬ 
periences, to better refine and simplify 
your boardsailing. 


A FIN TIP 


Fins, quite simply, are made to fit into 
finboxes. Unfortunately, they don’t al¬ 
ways fit right. By that I mean they can be 
too tight and nearly impossible to move 
into a desired position, or they can be too 
loose and wobble all over the place. The 
way to fix the first problem is simple 
enough; just take a rasp and file the base 
of the fin or the finbox until it works. The 
second problem, however, is more criti¬ 
cal, because a loose fin can not only 
break, but it can damage the finbox as 
well. The way to solve this problem Is with 
a fin shim (a thin sheet of material that 
wraps around the base of the fin, effec¬ 
tively making .it thicker). 

The fin shim of choice is most often a 
thick mylar sheet that you can get at your 
local sail loft. However, mylar shims seem 
to have the same disease as screwdriv¬ 


ers. Your friends love to borrow them and, 
for some reason, you never see them 
again. I’ve been frustrated many times 
trying to find my mylar fin shims, which 
had miraculously disappeared through 
my friends’ hands; then I discovered the 
Pepsi Generation. 

Aluminum cans are widely available 
and make excellent shims. If you have a 
sharp knife or some scissors (I like the 
little scissors in my Swiss army knife), you 
can easily cut out rectangular pieces to 
make shims Of course, a little care must 
be taken when cutting the sharp alumi¬ 
num, but for the record, I have cut up at 
least a case of cans and have never 
suffered any serious injury. Whether you 
decide that Coke will add life to your fin, 
or that it should belong to the Pepsi 
Generation, it’s a personal matter, but 
both types of cans work just as well. 



Driving the head of the sail into the wind and into 
the sand will prevent the sail from blowing 
away. 
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SOME RIGGING TIPS 


When it comes to rigging and derig¬ 
ging a sail, there are many different tricks 
available and the ones you choose to use 
are a very personal matter. 

All rigs have one thing in common after 
they have been downhauled and 
outhauled; there is a large excess of line 
hanging from the clew and from the 
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downhaul. Getting rid of that excess line 
cleanly, so that it doesn’t drag in the water 
or get tangled up in your feet, is an art in 
itself. 

Several companies have acknowl¬ 
edged this problem by providing little 
rubber bands to hold the line to the boom 
end, while others have little holes in their 
universals to feed the line into the exten¬ 
sion or mast cavity. I don’t bother with 
either of these approaches. I simply fold 
the excess line in half and tie half hitches 
around the boom tube or the extension 
tube. 

By folding the line, it only takes three to 
four half hitches to get rid of a long 
downhaul or outhaul, and this takes less 
than five seconds to accomplish. Tying 
half hitches also provides an added 
measure of security because they will 
hold the line, even if you have a poor or 
worn cleat. They’re also very easy to untie 
in case you need to readjust the lines. 

Once you have finished rigging your 
sail and you’re ready to suit up or prepare 
your board, you’ll need to secure your sail 
so it doesn’t get up and walk away, espe¬ 
cially when it’s windy. There are several 
obvious ways to do this, such as tying the 
uphaul or downhaul to a tree or car 
bumper, putting rocks or something heavy 
on the head of the sail, or sliding the head 
of the sail under your car. 
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However, the method I prefer to iise is 
to drive the head of the sail into the sand 
(assuming I’m at a beach with sand, of 
course!). This is done by grabbing the 
boom with your right hand and the mast 
(above the boom) with your left hand, and 
then pointing the sail towards the wind 
and driving it into a soft patch of sand. 
The sand should cover six to 12 inches of 
the head for the sail to be securely an¬ 
chored. 

After you have had a ripping session, 
it's time to derig, roll the sail up, and bag 
it. The best way to put a sail away is to find 
a nice, clean, freshly mowed lawn that's 
protected from wind gusts, and then roll 
the sail after it has dried. 

The vast majority of us, however, are 
usually stuck on a windy, wet, sandy 
beach. The best way to roll your sail 
under these conditions is to roll it off the 
mast. This is accomplished by putting 
the mast roughly perpendicular to the 
wind with the luff facing to windward, and 























; ; H you’re looking for a vehicle with a flight 
vdeek that can carry your sailho^d, and you 
don’t exactly have a Pentagon 
budget, your ship jiist came in. 

THe 'firooper can cany five adults and more 
cargo than any vessel in its class! Comes stan¬ 
dard with four-v\iieel drive and a powerful 2.6 
liter fuel-injected engine. And on selected 
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leave other cars in its wake. ' 


In fact, the Isuzu Trooper can do so many 
things so well, it’s the official vehicle of a flight 
school - Mnd Rider Magazines Cort Lamed 
US. Clinic Tour. 

So if you need a vehicle for you and your 
flying machine, test drive an Isuzu Forfreeuuzu 
TTooper today. Or the sporty two- 
doorTrooperRS.Andjust take off. . . 
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The Florida 89 is so comfortable, thanks to its stretchy, breathable 
4inm neoprene, and so rugged, with its injected rubber sole. It s 
designed to keep you in complete control and help you feel tne 
board. Your feet will beg you to keep them on. Available in 6 sizw 
and 5 colors at your local dealer. Try the Florida 89 now and don t 
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* then pulling the sail up and off the mast 
’ until the boom slot in the luff is about even 

* with the mast tip. The rest of the sail will 
■ be flapping in the wind as you begin to roll 
’ It from the top batten. As you continue 

* rolling, it will eventually slide off the mast 

* completely. The advantage to this method 

* is that the mast acts as a support, keeping 

* the sail from flying all over the place, as 
’ well as keeping most of the sail off the 

* dirty, filthy ground. 


UNIVERSAL FRUSTRATION 


Because of its aquatic nature, 

■ boardsailing is a sport in which things 

■ tend to get stuck Salt water can corrode 

■ pieces together and sand tends to get 

■ jammed between tight spaces. The two 

■ items that are most often afflicted by 

■ these problems are the mast/universal 
' connection and the adjustable boom end. 

The mast/universal connection prob- 

■ lem can be very easily avoided by wash- 

■ ing out your mast before you start rigging. 

■ Of course, some of us are lazier than 

■ others or are in more of a rush, and we 

■ simply don’t have the time or the inclina- 

■ tion to walk all the way down to the water 

■ to rinse our mast. For our lassitude, 

• however, we often end up paying our 

• dues after sailing. The “That #%$!’'#@ 

■ universal is stuck again!" syndrome takes 

■ place, and unless you have four hairy 

• gorillas (two to grab the universal and two 

■ to grab the mast), the universal will stay 

■ stuck. 

I have found, through years of testing 

• and experience, that the best way to free 

• a universal is by directly pulling apart the 

• universal and mast rather than trying to 

• twist them in opposite directions. I do this 

• by tying one end of an old harness line to 

• the universal joint and the other end to a 

• solid object (a sign pole or gate will do. 

• but I use the trailer hitch on my car), and 

• then quickly, but firmly, jerking the two 

• apart. If that doesn't work, go get the 

• gorillas. 

• To free a stuck boom end, I use a 

• similar technique. Once again, I use the 

• trailer hitch of my car by putting the clew 

• end of the boom around the hitch and 

• pulling quickly, but firmly, on the boom 

• body while depressing the boom clips. If 

• you don’t have a trailer hitch, I strongly 

• recommend you get one (even if you 

• don’t have a trailer), as they’re the most 

• effective tools to use when unsticking 

• your booms and masts. 

• So much for our handy hints and tid- 

• bits. Now. your mission is to get to the 

• beach and practice so that soon you’ll 

• have your own list of rigging routines and 

■ troubleshooting tips. ■ 


• Tom James, our man on the beach, and 

• Pat LeMehaute, technical editor and 

• trusted sidekick, are always happy to 

■ lend a helping hand—especially to bikini- 

■ clad blondes and brunettes in trouble. 

WINORIDER 
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LOOK HOT 
BUT BE WARM 
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L, hinking about taking a little 
windsurfing vacation? You thought 
about heading to the Gorge, but 
no waves. How about Maui? (How 
about a second mortgage!) How about 
trying Cape Hatteras, North Carolina? 

It may not have the prestige of these 
other places, but it certainly has great 
sailing. It’s one of the most consistently 
windy places in the US and it has wave 
and flat-water speed sailing to boot. 

Cape Hatteras is an isiand east of the 
Pamlico Sound and west of the Atlantic 
Ocean. If you don't think that location is 
enough to guarantee some good sailing, 
try bending the island like your elbow, 
and you’ve just created a paradise where 
you can sail the waves from any direction. 
Put yourself centrally in Buxton or Avon 
and you’re only a half hour away, at most, 
from any of the preferred sailing spots. 


THE CANADIAN HOLE 


The most popular place to sail in Hat¬ 
teras is the Canadian Hole, named after 
the influx of our friends from the north who 
outnumber the American sailors on any 
given day. It's located in Avon, off Route 
12, and you can see maple leaves flying 
daily. 


The Hole provides paved parking, • | 

' restroom facilities, and a sandy beach * i 

■ site. Its greatest appeal is its shallow • 

• water, which usually never exceeds waist • 

• level except in the big "hole," located ■ 

• directly in front of the beach and extend- • 

• ing about 20 yards in each direction. ' 

• There’spientyofshallowwaterforbeach- • 

• starts, and once past the hole, you can • 

• sail out as far as you want. 

Beginners love Canadian Hole be- • ; 

• cause they can sail longer, and they don’t • | 

• waste energy swimming all over the place. ■ 

• It’s also a great place to tiy new tricks; if • 

• you blow a maneuver, just stand up, • r 

■ position your board, and go. The only • ^ 

• drawback is that everyone wants to sail • ; 

• the Hole and it’s getting a bit crowded. • i 

The National Park Service, which owns • ^ 

• and maintains most of Hatteras Island, ■ 

• has plans for expanding the facilities and ■ 

• opening a new location just north of Avon. • 

• But. plans like these take time to develop, • 

• so when you visit, keep your eyes open • 

• and be courteous. Better yet, fan out. 


MORE FLAT-WATER SAILING SPOTS 


There are other flat-water sailing sites 
• that have good access and a little more 
’ elbow room than the Hole. Hatteras Sail- 
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ing Center, located at the northern end of 
Avon off Route 12. is particularly good on 
a northeast wind direction. This is a 
recently opened site, leased by Windsurf¬ 
ing Hatteras. with lessons available and 
launching open to the general public. 
The wind from this direction can be 
stronger than at the Hole. A small island 
just offshore protects and cleans up the 
water, making it slick for speed sailing. 
This same smooth water makes it easy for 
beginners to get started. 

Farther south in Hatteras. on the sound 
side of the inlet, lies Hatteras Inlet. North- 
westerlies funnel through between Hat¬ 
teras and Ocracoke Island, creating 
higher winds than anywhere else on the 
island. The water also gets rougher in the 
inlet than in any other sound location, 
making for some wild chop hopping. 
Catch this spot on an incoming tide and 
you’d think you were at the Gorge. 

Working your way north up the is¬ 
land, Frisco Woods Camp Ground is a 
site that lets you set up your tent right 
the water, allowing you to leave your 
equipment rigged and ready to go. T 
get to this convenient waterside spot, 
take Route 12 to Frisco and then follow 
the signs for Frisco. Five miles south 
Cape Hatteras 
Lighthouse, look 
for signs for Frisco 
Woods Camp¬ 
ground on the bay 
side. 

The tamest .spot of 
all is the Salt Pond. It’s 
located on the point, and 
depending on how hard 
the sand's packed, you 
may or may not need four- 
wheel-drive vehicles to get 
there. Follow signs for Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse off Route 12 in Hat¬ 
teras, then look for the signs for State 
Camping. The Salt Pond is located off the 
Swimmers Beach access road. The Pond 
is small and protected and its water is 
extremely flat, making it a good place to 
learn. Best wind directions are from the 
southwest or southeast. The Pond also 
comes in handy when 40- to 50-knot 
winds come out of the northeast and the 
other sites are out of control. 


WAVES A' PLENTY 


-'Jr 


When the wind takes a holiday and the waves 
become velvety-smooth, grab your rod and 
reel and join the many local fishermen in a 
catch right off the beach. 


• If you want to try wave sailing, your 

• choices on Cape Hatteras are many. First, 

• take into consideration that weather fronts 

• and sea breezes dominate Hatteras' wind. 

• The predominant wind directions are 

• northeast and southwest—northeast more 

• so in the spring and fall, and southwe^ 

• during the summer (see chart). With 

• these wind directions, the east side of the 

• island is your, best bet. 

• Across from the Hole in Avon is the Old ' 
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They have adequate parking and a small 
area to rig sails. It's just a short jaunt over 
the dune to the beach and the break has 
been excellent here this year. ' 

Farther north just outside of Avon is a 
ramp leading to the beach. For this spot, 
four-wheel-drive is great to have, but not 
essential. You can drive up to the end of 
the ramp, rig, and then return your car to 
the parking lot at the entrance. The Hat¬ 
teras Wave Classic was held here this 
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Road. You can literally walk across the 
street or park on the Old Road, which 
parallels the main highway You can also 
drive 100 yards farther north to another 
area where the Old Road is accessible as 
well. 

This area has had a bad shorebreak 
this year, making it difficult to get out. 
Shorebreaks can easily reach head- 
level and when it dumps on the beach 
it carries a lot of power. The key to 
success is being patient. Wait at the 
water’s edge, ready to go. and look 
for the spot where the sets mellow 
out. They always do. but you have 
to be tolerant and act quickly when 
the time comes. 

Once you do make it out, slay 
out. This year, the sailing here 
has been more conducive to 
jumping than wave riding. The 
waves are peaking, but they’re 
not peeling. Keep one point 
in mind. The sandbars move 
around constantly from year 
to year. The locals always 
know where the new 
breaks are, so just ask the 
folks, like local Don Bow¬ 
ers, what’s going on. 
For more rideable 
waves, head back 
south into Avon. The 
Kona Kai Hotel wel¬ 
comes boardsailors. 



































Local hot shot Oon Bowers especially likes to shred the watPr« pin„„ .1, n 

- ‘he Outer Banks during the spring and fall 
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year. There's a sandbar just off the beach 
that softens the shorebreak and creates a 
good ndeable wave. This has been an 
up-and-coming sailing spot lately. 

A great alternative to the above-men¬ 
tioned spots is to sail them a//with a coast 
run, preferably on a northeaster. Buddy 
up, leave one car at the Old Road or 
Canadian Hole, and then drive into Avon. 

Cape Point is the place to go In an east 
or a southerly wind. To get out to the great 
national elbow, follow directions to the 
Salt Pond, then continue on toward the 
parking lot past the Salt Pond Road’s dirt- 
road entrance. Sail the northside site on 
a south or southwest breeze, and the 
southside or cove on an east or southeast 
wind. The southside has been the most 
consistent for wind and waves this year. 
Both sites have an outside break that 
makes getting off the beach easy. 

Just north of Cape Point, the Light¬ 
house is yet another sailing site that you 
might want to try. The break here is one 
of the most consistent, and the local surf¬ 
ers usually dominate this spot. But when 
the wind gets really strong, the surfers 
disappear and the windsurfing can be 
outrageous. Check out the Lighthouse 
when the wind’s in a north or northeast 
direction. 

The final wave spots are the Hatteras 
Turn-out, located near the Village of Hat¬ 
teras, and the Inlet, located on the tip of 
the Island. Both are good from a north¬ 
east or northwest direction. The waves 
have been small but clean. These are 
great places If you're just learning to ride 
the waves. 


AFTER DARK 


After sailing yourbrains out, you’ll need 
to hop a little on dry land. Unfortunately, 
night life is a bit of a mystery on Cape 
Hatteras. There’s the Frisco Disco lo¬ 
cated next to the Hatteras Sailing Center. 
It’s open on most weekends, hosting a 
live band. There’s also the Kinnakeet 
Lounge in Avon. You may have some 
luck here. The latest hot spot is Joe’s 
Starving Shark. It’s a restaurant with an 
addition in the back where they also host 
bands on the weekends. 



The Hatteras Lighthouse is famous for more than guiding ships There, surfers 

windsurfers compete for some of the most consistent waves in e r^^ 


ray MATTHEWS 


NO-WIND DAYS 


If the wind doesn’t blow your entire 
vacation, don’t despair. This may be your 
opportunity to try the waves without a sail. 
Cape Hatteras is one of the East Coast’s 
best surfing spots. All the shops have 
surf- and boogie-board rentals. 

If you'd like to try some sport fishing, 
bring your rod and reel and fish from the 
beaches or piers. Hatteras has been an 
angler’s haven for years. If you really 
want to get into it, you can charter a boat 
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Windsurfing Services 



VALERIE DESHEVUES 


SHOPS 

Fox Watersports 
PO Box 608, Rt. 12 
Burton, NC 27920 
919-995-4102 

Hatteras Outdoors 
PO Box 947, Rt. 12 
Buxton, NC 27920 
919-995-5815 

Windsurfing Hatteras 
PO Box 529, Rt. 12 
Avon, NC 27915 
919-995-4970 

Hatteras Island Surf and Sail 
General Delivery, Rt. 12 
Waves, NC 27982 
919-987-2296 

Cape Hatteras Boardsailing School 
PO Box 896 
Buxton, NC 27920 
919-995-4797 

HOTELS AND HOUSES 

Lighthouse View Motel and Cottages 
PO Box 39 
Buxton, NC 27920 
919-995-5680 

Moderately priced, board storage avail¬ 
able. All boardsailors welcome. 

Cape Hatteras Motel 
PO Box 339 
Buxton, NC 27920 
919-995-5611 

Moderately priced; packages and board 
storage available. 

Kona Kai Hotel 
PO Box 429 
Avon, NC 27915 
1-800-845-6070 

Moderate to expensive. Excellent sailing 
access. 

Cape Hatteras House Rentals 
PO Box 429 
Avon, NC 27915 
919-995-4534 

Moderately priced, caters to boardsailors. 

Colony Realty 
PO Box 250 
Avon, NC 27915 
919-995-5891 

Moderate to expensive, they specialize in 
! house and cottage rentals, 
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Cape Hatteras Air Temperatures, Wind Speed, and Wind Direction 


STEVE PACE 

High Low Mean Speed (mph) Prevailing Direction 


January 

52 

38 

14.9 

NNE 

February 

53 

39 

15.0 

NNE 

March 

58 

43 

14.0 

SW 

April 

66 

52 

14.2 

SW 

May 

74 

60 

13.0 

SW 

June 

81 

68 

13.2 

SSW 

July 

84 

72 

12.8 

SW 

August 

83 

72 

11.6 

SW 

September 

80 

68 

11.4 

NE 

October 

71 

59 

12.4 

NNE 

November 

63 

49 

13.9 

NNE 

December 

55 

41 

13.9 

NNE 


and go deepsea fishing. 


COME PREPARED 


The windiest time of the year is spring ’ 
and fall Northeasterlies and southwester- * 
lies predominate. The southerlies pull up * 
warm air, making you think there’s noth- * 
ing better, but watch out! There’s a front * 
pushing through and the next day will ’ 
bring cold, blustery winds from the other ’ 
direction. Bring your shorty, your drysuit. ’ 
and something in between. The weather * 
is predictably unpredictable. Put away ’ 
your weather radio—they lie. Wake up in ’ 
the morning and if it’s blowing, go sailing. ' 
That’s the only true method of forecasting ’ 
the conditions, so be prepared for every- ‘ 
thing. Bring warm clothes and clothes for ’ 
milder temperatures. 

In the summer, southwesterlies pre- * 
vail If it’s not blowing in the morning, * 
don’t worry. As the land warms up, you’ll * 
most likely get a breeze in the afternoon. ’ 
Set your watch alarm for 3 p.m., because * 
that’s the time you’ll be shortboarding. ’ 
And don’t forget your small sails! ■ • 


Paul Muma has been a professional * 
boardsailor for two years and represents * 
Freedom Sails, Frojos, Pro Tech, and Fox ' 
Sailboards. He now lives and trains in ’ 
Nags Head, North Carolina. 



A good time will be had by all who subscribe to WindRiderlbJBjy issue is a fact- 
packed feast of windsurfing instruction, equipment reviews. M/r/er Board Tests, and 

Plus get rib tickling stories, cutting edge technology, and cool water, hot action 
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Mark Angulo at Hookipa 

•THRUSTERS Surf Shortlem 


forjheM 


^jeaders in fashion and function, 
built tough to outlast the rest. 
Be a leader . . like Mark, 
behold. ..be 
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Boardheads In Costa Rica 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


s we crested yet another hill, this 
one slightly larger than the oth¬ 
ers. Dan slowed the Land Rover 
and pulled off the road. “Well. 

■ thar she is. Whad’ya think?” 

Below me stretched a long, narrow 
' valley, not too deep, but totally closed in 
by rolling, brown. 1.000-foot hills. Even 
from a mile away I could see the white- 
caps tossing foam and spray info the 
frantic wind. “Holy bomb blast, batboy, is 
this the Gorge?” 

Hardly. In fact, at just 100 miles north • 
of the equator, with the January midday ■ 
sun shining brightly, the 15-degree tem¬ 
perature and blizzard I had left in Hood ■ 
River just two days before seemed even ■ 
farther away than the 2,000 miles I had 
traveled to get here. i. 

Costa Rica, sandwiched neatly be- • 
tween two countries that stay very much • 
in the news—Nicaragua and El Salva- • 
dor-appears oddly at peace in a region • 
seemingly ready to explode. In fact, I saw ■ 
more military hardware on display during • 
a train ride in Switzerland than I saw • 


• during my whole trip to Costa Rica. I 
decided that Costa Rica was a Second 
World country: Third World countries 
don't have all the pieces to the puzzle; 

■ Second World countries have all the 

■ pieces, but they're not sure what to do 

• with them. 

The airport in San Jose, the bustling 

• Latin capital, is about the size of the 

• airport in Spokane. Or Manchester, New 

• Hampshire. I didn't go through the trau- 

• matic cultural or environmental shock I 

• was expecting, because we made so 

• many stops along the route—the tem- 

• perature, scenery, and the people on the 

• plane changed every couple of hours. 

Lacsa, the official airline of Costa Rica. 

• flies a wonderfully circuitous route from 

• Los Angeles through Mexico City. Guate- 

■ mala City. San Salvador, Managua, and a 

■ host of other Central American cities. No 
' dozing on this flight, as the geography of 

Central America unfolds 35.000 feet be¬ 
low. 

At the airport, I was met by Gayle 
Glenn, the owner, designer, and chief 
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ERIC SANFORD 


cook and bottle washer of Hawaiiana, a 
Costa Rican swimwear company. Shut¬ 
tling between homes in San Clemente, 
California, and San Jose, she easily puts 
on more airline mileage in a year than I 
would in a century. Every few weeks she 
journeys to Los Angeles to purchase fabric 
which she loads onto a ship bound for 
Costa Rica. 

Galye is a non-stop bundle of energy. 
She arranged for me to meet with virtually ' 
every sailor in the country, most of them ' 
her friends, although she herself was too ' 
busy running the business to play. 

When I arrived at her house, I was ' 
greeted by her housemate, Steve ■ 
Huffstatler, who works as an agricultural ■ 
co-op consultant, whatever that is. I spied • 
a couple sets of golf clubs in his living * 
room, and an hour later, we were strolling • 
down the links (conveniently located about * 
10feet outside his back door), discussing • 
the practice of growing coffee and ba- • 
nanas, as our caddies brought up the • 
rear. Everyone uses a caddy in Costa • 
Rica: at a dollar a day, it's hard to refuse. ■ 

After 18 holes and 19 beers, we re- • 
turned to the house, which was already 
alive with boardheads eager to meet 
anyone at all from the "outside world" who 
even knew what a fin looked like. I was 
inundated with questions about batten 
stiffness, mast flex, Maui, and the Gorge. 

The boardheads of Costa Rica are 
quite an assortment. Let’s face it, windsurf¬ 


ing is an expensive sport anywhere, but 
even more so in Costa Rica where import 
duties on cars run up to 200 percent and 
the average worker's wage is $10 a day. 
So there aren’t many sailors, except for 
the Americans and a few locals, who've 
managed to scarf up any stray equipment 
they can find. 

Stu Herz came to Costa Rica in 1972 to 
go surfing. He drove down in his '53 
Willies truck and stayed for six months, 
enjoying the large, clean, uncrowded 
waves. Growing up in Long Beach, Cali¬ 
fornia, he spent nearly 10 years shaping 
and building surf boards in California and 
Hawaii before deciding he’d rather be 
surfing than working. So, in 1977 he 
moved to Costa Rica full time and by 
1984, married and with two children, he 
had saved enough money to buy a 150- 
acre coffee and sugarcane farm. 

He promptly tore out the sugarcane 
and planted oranges instead—one of the 
first farmers in Costa Rica to really commit 
to crop diversification. Now he has over 
9,000 healthy orange trees that, because 
of the constant warm, sunny climate, 
produce fruit year-round. 

Stu started windsurfing four years ago 
as something to do when the surf got 
blown out, which happens a lot in the 
winter months. Now he's hooked. His 
farm pretty much runs itself, so he has lots 
of time to explore the country looking for 
new places to sail. 


When the local boardheads "got wind" 

• that I was in town, they dropped every- 

• thing. Even some of their friends who 
’ don’t sail got caught up in the excitement 

• as the ultimate cry went out: road trip\ 

Steve Love. 40 years young and origi- 

• nally from Toronto, now works as a travel 

• consultant trying to bring new groups of 

• sports-oriented tourists to Costa Rica. 

• where he has lived, on and off, for the past 

• 15 years. He showed up with his girl- 

• friend. Carmen, and a 1970 Scout filled to 

• the brim with several days’ worth of road- 

• trip food—cookies, crackers, fruit, and 
' several hundred bottles of beer. 

Dan Sheesley, a veterinarian with the 

■ USDA, showed up with his wife Amy and 
' eight-year-old son Morgan. Yes, Morgan 
' and Amy both sail and whenever Dan can 

■ get away from the US embassy, he loads 
’ up the family and heads out to the lake. 

Lake? Did I say lake? Sure did. Lake 
’ Arenal is one of the great windsurfing 
’ secrets of this planet. Not as dramatic as 
' the Gorge or Lake Garda, this hidden 
gem gets several months—yes, months— 
of non-stop wind from mid-December to 
mid-March. Located centrally in the 
country, it’s a moderate three-hour drive 
from downtown San Jose. 

Define moderate. Well, if you were to 
drive like a complete stark, raving, mad 
lunatic weaving in and out of other ve¬ 
hicles, pedestrians, animals, road blocks, 
huge potholes, and bicycles on a narrow, 
winding mountain road, with speeds rang¬ 
ing between a crawl to over 90 miles an 
hour—just like all the other drivers in the 
country—then that would be a moderate 
drive. 

We traveled at a pace well above 
moderate. Luckily, cars are so expensive 
hardly anyone can afford one, so there 
isn’t much traffic; but what there is, is 
totally out of control. I buried my head in 
a dirty towel and endured. 

“I was out at the lake yesterday," said 
Stu, “anditwastoowlndytosail." My ears 
perked up. 

“Too windy? Too windy? Stu, there’s 
no such thing as too windy,’’ I tried to 
explain. 

“Well, it was sure too windy for us," 
said Dan. “If it’s that windy again today, 
then we'll just watch you sail," he chuck¬ 
led, The others nodded. I was ready. 

A sudden lurch toward the guard rail, 
a screech of tires, and we all piled out to 
look at the lake. I could already see the 
whitecaps. The water surface was alive 
with spray. And it was all oursl 

Fifteen minutes later we pulled up to a 
little beach, parking the cars to form a 
windblock just a few feet from the water. 
No desperate approach marches over 
sharp, teetering boulders for this crew. 
“Yup," Norm lamented, “just like yester¬ 
day. Too windy." 

My lips were trembling with desire as I 
looked out into the Gorge-like conditions 
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with nary a soul around I felt the water. 
Hey, I thought, it's warm! This water is 
warm! And fresh! 

Charlie saw me eyeing his 3.4m Sim¬ 
mer. “Thou Shalt not covet thy fellow 
sailor’s small sail," I tried to convince 
myself. 

“Well, you might as well take it," he 
said. “It’s too windy for me!" 

“Well, okay.. I’ll just give it a little 
run..." And within a few minutes. I had it 
rigged up. The equipment selection these 
guys had was bizarre, at best. It ranged 
from ancient masts that had been re¬ 
paired several times and weighed in at 
several tons, to eight-foot home-made 
boards with enough thruster fins to guide 
the space shuttle, to some nearly brand- 
new, top-of-the-line sails. 

"Where’d you guys get all this stuff?" I 
asked. 

“Well," Charlie Arrea said, in his native 
Costa Rican accent, “there’s nowhere to 
buy anything down here so we try to buy 
whatever we can from whoever comes 
down here to sail. We got a board and 
five sails from the last guy we met. Said 
we would have him arrested at the border 
for smuggling if he tried to go home with 
all that fine gear, when us poor locals had 
to struggle along with all this old-fash¬ 
ioned stuff." 

Charlie, an attorney in San Jose, is one 
of the very few natives who windsurfs. He 


• saw someone out sailing four years ago, 

• thought it looked like fun, somehow fi- 

• nagled a board, and now he and his wife 

• sail every chance they get. 

Looking around at the strange assort- 

• ment of boards I had to choose from. I 

• opted for a nine-foot Hi-Tech in pretty 

• good shape I knew it would be too much 

• board for the 40-plus-knot winds, but at 

• least it would be predictable, unlike some 

• of the other fiberglass contraptions I was 

• offered. “Here, try my board..." "No, try 

• mine..." “Hey. mine is better, don’t you 

• think?" It seemed everyone wanted to 

• know what I thought of their equipment— 

• perhaps to justify whatever outrageous 

• amount they had spent on it. 

I gingerly stepped onto the board, 

• gave the tiny sail a pump, and flew off the 

• beach. Itwasrea/Zycranklng! I could feel 
' all eyes riveted on me as I carved a round, 

• clean jibe on the face of a pretty large 

• swell and headed back in. As I neared 

• the shore I ripped a tight, powerful one- 

• handed jibe, just inches from the beach, 

• in perfectly smooth water. You know, the 

• kind that look and feel so effortless. 

Little did I know that the only place 

• these guys had ever seen a jibe was on an 

• old worn-out videotape they had. I mean, 

• I was one impressive dude! Eat your 

• heart out, Anders—right now. I’m the 

• windsurfing king of Costa Rica! 

After a raging half-hour session, I was 


• beat. Even though the wind was still ’ j 

• pretty strong. I convinced Stu to give it a * | 

• whirl so he headed out, and—Inspired by * J 

’ my unbelievable proficiency (which, ac- ’ 

‘ tually, would rank me about two millionth ‘ 

• in the world)—he pulled off one of his first ‘ 

• jibes. His whoops of delight echoed up * 

• and down the lake and soon he was * 

• joined by the rest of the crew who had • 

• decided, “Hey, I’m as good as him and * 1 

• he’s out there in this wind, so maybe I can • ; 

• do this, too." * j 

For several hours the whole gang was • * 

• out shredding around, crashing and burn- • 

• ing, yelling, and generally terrorizing the * 

• peaceful Costa Rican lake. A whole new • \ 

• world of high-wind sailing had been * i 

• opened up and these guys were stoked! • 

• Now they could sail here a//the time, and • 

• that would be quite a treat since they • 

• assured me that it blew 20 to 40 knots • 

• every single day from January to Marchl • 

Back in San Jose a couple of days • 

• later, after a drive that I’m still shaking * 

• from, the real plans were made. Since * 

• they had discovered that they could sail • 

• in virtually any conditions, the Costa Ri- • ]j 

• can boardbrains were more than raring to * jl 

• go. So area/road trip was planned. • 

Steve Love was again in charge of the * 

• road food, and in an effort to totally alien- * 

• ate everyone, he included canned oys- * | 

• ters (no can opener), sardines (no crack- • 

• ers), cereal (no milk), and various dried * 
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c.O';p rr.i/.r;;> (r.o po-t;. L V. /.e //ere 
plerr r:f^ .'3 "r:p e.r.c not a 

oijiiner/ ad/onrufe. 

or. ’.he roao a day later, the 
orrena /zeror^ood. The // rd. -f an/.ring. 
'//ae etrorger. IJear^ every other road 
sign rad deer .dlo/zn do/.-r dvr rg the 
night, ard ae Stu aptjy ported ovl. “i^ny 
dO’//red oign le a good o:gn/ .Yeah, now 
theoe guye had rt figured ovi! JCuc.’ear 
po//er cornea to the tropics. 

The plan //as to sperd a day at Lake 
Arenal for a v/arm-vp session, then read 
10 the coast at Pvntarenas, homie of leg¬ 
endary surfing on head-r:gh, hollow, 
sy y/aves. ard f'rally end op at Puerto 
;y for a rousing day or so on the 
' Micaraguan border. JCaturaly .ve got 
' stepped for doing uhe speed of light in a 
' speed-of-soundzone. Steve Love>ntped 
‘ out of the truck and jogged back to the 

• police buggy. 

"Hola. Amigos. I have very, very im- 

• portantojournalistocamerolainoar. Very 
' importanto we go fas: to desdrasicn." 

' Sure. Steve, blame it a'i on me. \ cringed 
' as he slipped a lOO-colcr.es rtete into the 
' head cop’s hand. Sheesh, bribery—now 
' v/e’ll all end up in jail, fer sure. 

But, no. They all broke into a big laugh 

• v/hen Steve also said that Carm.en thanked 

• them for stopping him so she could “use 
' the restroomola" behind that large tree. 

• The officers eagerly tried to get a peak of 
’ her activities. 

Back on the road again. *Hey Sieve. 

’ how much is 100 colones?" 

“About a buck. Normally, I wouldn’t 
' pay that much but they looked mean.” 
Another schrelping day on Lake Are- 

• nal, although the wind w^asn’t quite as 

• strong as we had hoped. We considered 

• staying the night at the hotel Cabinas 

• Puerto San Luis, right on the lake, w'here 

• the rooms are S7 a night, but decided 

• instead to head for their favorite restau- 

• rant, Mary’s, in Tilaran. which v/as about 

• 15 kilometers down the road. 

We ate from plates filled with Tilapia, 

• the local fish, lots of potatoes and vege- 

• tables, beer, and a drink called Mate. 

• made from milk. malt, and rum. Including 

• dessert, the tab came to Si .35 per per- 

• son. I liked that. 

The next day we hit Boca Barranca. 

• the great surf break just south of Punier- 

• anas. The waves were outrageous, but 

• the wind just wasn’t happening. We con- 

• sidered going surfing, but this gang was 

• so stoked on their first taste of high-wind 

• sailing, we opted to head north, instead. 

We completed the drive at warp speed. 

• as usual, and as we headed down the 

• final dirt road to Bahia Tamarindo, the 

• westernmost point in Costa Rica, we got 

• our first glimpse of the bay we were head- 

• ing for. And it was blowing! Big time, A 

• 30- to 40-knot wind was ripping across 

• the plains toward Nicaragua, to the north. 

• and whipping the ocean into pure liquid 


WINDRIOER 




















smoke. 

Because the bay was fairly well-pro¬ 
tected from the major ocean swells, it was 
flat-water sailing. Steve pointed out the 
Nicaraguan border, just a few hundred 
yards from where we would launch- "Don’t 
want to head too far north." he laughed. 
"We'd have a hell of a time explaining this 
to your editors." 

We set up camp in a sandy grove of 
tamarindo trees, right on the beach. 
Tamarindo fruit is pretty evil-looking, but 
tastes like dried apricot. Soon we weren’t 
the only ones enjoying tamarindos, as we 
were joined by a large pig hell-bent on 
sampling the flavors of everything in sight, 
including our sails, booms, and clothes. 
That determined pig wouldn't be deterred, 
even when Steve started clubbing him 
with Stu’s boom. 



Things got pretty grim when the “killer” pig 
invaded camp in an attempt to sample the 
equipment as well as the food. 


ERICSANFORO 


The afternoon sailing session was 
outrageous although the water was really 
cold. "Upwelling." said Steve, smugly. 

“Upwelling? What the hell is 
upwelling" Stu barked. 

"Means ‘cold water' in Spanish." Steve 
barked back. So much for upwelling. 

As the sun set in a spectacular ball of 
equatorial fire, we sipped frosty lagers 
and chewed on tamarindo fruit. Ah. the 
good life. Stu didn't see any reason ever 
to go back to his farm and family. Steve 
agreed. Of course, he didn't have a farm 
and family. 

Back in San Jose a day later, Gayle 
was in her usual frenzy, planning her next 
fabric-buying trip to Los Angeles. "Just 
look at this store," she fretted. “There's 
not a thing in here. I just can't keep up 
with demand. I could sell twice as many 
suits as this if only I could make them fast 
enough." 

I promised to ship a pile of the latest 
windsurfing goodies down to the boys— 
things like strips of mylar, so they won't 
have to shim their fins with cardboard— 
and settled in for the yo-yo ride back 
north. When the word gets out. Costa 
Rica will be the next windsurfing hot spot. 
But. I'm sure not going to tell anyone. ■ 


Eric Sanford is one hot saiioroia. Give him 
a camerola and a pencilola and this grin- 
gola goes stark, staring mad. Oi§, Eric! 
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LENGTH; 9'0" 
WIDTH: 21.75 
VOLUME: 109 liters 
WEIGHT: 13.5 lbs. 


Weight 

Length 


1.5 IbsVft. 




FACT: 


CUSTOM BOARDS LEAD THE 
INDUSTRY IN PERFORMANCE 
ON ALL LEVELS. 


Volume 

Weight 


= 8.1 liters/lb. 


CONSTRUCTION: 
Hand shaped EPS 
foam with sand¬ 
wiched PVC hard 
foam outer core. 
Hardwood stringer 
& vacum bagged 
aerospace epoxy 
laminate. 


FACT: 


CUSTOM BOARDS AREN’T 
TESTED AGAINST MOLDED 
BOARDS, SIMPLY BECAUSE 
THERE IS NO COMPARISON. 



IF YOU STILL WANT A 
MOLDED BOARD. BE 
LOOKING FOR OUR NEW 
MOLDED COMPOSITE 
STRUCTURES THIS SPRING 
(NOT JUST ANOTHER 
MOLDED BOARD!) 


BOTTOM SHAPE: 
Ouad Cave or 
Panel Vee 
WARRANTY: 

Six Months 
GUARANTEE: 

To Blow Your Mind! 


See Our Dealer Nearest You! 



3575 23rd Ave. South #107 Lake Worth. FL 33461 
(407)555-5033 


y/SA, 
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SPACE SAVER! 

You will own your equipment for 
a lifetime, protect it now! 


• INSTALLS EASILY ON WALL 

• GARAGE, DEN, OR SHOWROOM 

• STEEL COMPONENTS 

• WHITE BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 


• ADD BRACKETS FOR FUTURE NEEDS 
•5 INTERCHANGEABLE BRACKET STYLES 

• ADJUST OR REMOVE BRACKETS IN SECONDS 

• HOLDS UP TO 6 FULL SIZE BOARDS 



OTY. 

KITV-1, 1 board on side 
(«xUa br»cka(s S295(VPiir) 

$4950 



KIT V>2, 2 boards on side 
(•xtrabrackeu$345(ypiir) 

$5950 



KIT H-2,2 boards flat 

(«xtri tKKkets SSasOrPiii; 2 Pair $5950) 

$7950 



WAU DISPUY, 2 boards on angla 
(MiibrackMst39jO(ypak) 

$8950 



CA Residents add 05% 



SHIP; $550 per kit, $4 per extra bracket pair 


fk>le:3r tracks come With att kits, and hold 
^ to 4 brackets each, Md $2,20 lor COD'S. 

Total 



Send Check or COD Order to: 

JMC Engineering 

14252 Culver A&1, Irvine, & S2714 
714-552-1857 


Name^ 

Address. 


.Zip. 


Phono# for CX)D^ 


ABcw 1 week UPS deSvery 
DEALERS^send/ornoofA watt display btochun. 
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Know Your Options 


BY TOM PACE AND 
DON MONTAGUE 


Man, this is fun! This board (eels sooo 
sweet with this fin and this rig is unreal!! 
!'m the coolest sailor on the water today; 
nobody is out as far as I am. I think I'll jibe 
just after that next swell... WHACK! 
CRASH! SPLASH! Oh. great, Tm two 
mites out, my mastjust broke into two neat 
pieces, and there's nobody in sight—isn't 
this just SPECIAL! 


0 kay. You’re alone, broken down, 
and drifting into Grand Central 
Nowhere. What are you going to 
do? You can't call Ghostbusters 
and AAA doesn't provide swell-side serv¬ 
ice. Well, sport, it’s up to you: Be rational 
and calm, and think of a way to get in. or 
start looking for a genie in a bottle, be¬ 
cause without one or the other, you’re on 
your way to becoming a rest stop for 
wayward seagulls. 

Unless you spend a lot of time in surf 
conditions, most of your gear will stay 
intact most of the time, but everyone 
should be aware that both old and new 
toys can. and sometimes do. break. It’s 
important to know how to adapt to as 
many situations as possible. Knowing 
your options just may help save a life (or 
an ego) someday. 

There are countless situations that can 


come up while sailing that might cause 
breakdowns: sudden strong gusts of 
wind, landing on something hard after a 
jump, running over a log. hitting rocks, 
etc., etc. Still, the most common cause of 
•equipment breakage while sailing is care¬ 
lessness and lack of preparation. Did 
your grandmother ever tell you that "an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure"? Well, granny was right, and even 
a little beachside preparation can save 
you a ride in on the dumb end of a tow 
rope. 


EQUIPMENT CHECKLIST 


Simply put. it’s really important to check 
for signs of wear and tear before you go 
sailing. It’s an easy procedure and only 
takes a few minutes of your time, so do it! 
Here’s what you should be looking for: 

Lines: The lines for the inhaul and 
downhaul are under constant strain and 
can wear out quickly; make a habit of 
checking for spots where the line is be¬ 
ginning to wear through. Though most 
newer sails use less outhaul tension than 
older ones, those lines should also be in¬ 
spected periodically. Also, make certain 
they're well cleated and tied off; it's big- 
time embarrassing to have your outhaul 
suddenly let loose with a thwang! 


Cleats/Grommets: This check is pretty 

■ simple. Look closely at the grommets or 

■ cleat system on the sail to see if it’s pulling 

■ out or if it’s split or beginning to crack. 

' Usually this is a very well-built, heavily 
‘ reinforced area of the sail, but a quick 

• look once in a while won’t hurt. 

Screws: Make certain that all screws. 

• specifically those holding down the foot- 

• straps, mast track, fin. and those holding 

• the front end of the booms together, are 

• securely fastened. 

Fins: If your favorite fin (the toisty five- 

• year-old one) has stress cracks running 

• all the way through the base, it may be 

• better to leave home without it. You 

• should also make certain that the fin fits 

• snugly into the finbox. If you can wobble 

• the fin from side to side, shim it evenly 

• along both sides over the length of the 
' base. Any looseness can cause the fin to 

• “work" the finbox. causing it to blow out of 

• the board, which is no fun at all. 

Masts: As with fins, check your mast 

• for cracks at the base and also at the 

• place where the booms are attached. If 

• your mast is made of anything but alumi- 

• num. it’s easy to repair. If it’s aluminum. 

■ check for kinks that can cause breakage. 

Booms: Sometimes certain strains on 

• booms can cause the ends to break from 
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the tubing completely. To prevent this 
from happening, check the end pieces 
for cracks (particularly after you've tight¬ 
ened the screw on the front end piece ) 
Like the aluminum masts, check the tub¬ 
ing for kinks or corrosion near the spring 
pin holes. 

Boards/Sails: Problems with your 
boards or sails are usually pretty obvious. 
Look for any cracks, holes, or tears that 
may be forming. If your sail has an adjust¬ 
able head cap. check the line that at¬ 
taches it to the sail and also the cap for 
signs of wear. If you find flaws in any of 
these areas, repair them before you go 
sailing; if you wait, you’re gambling with 
your own safety. 

Even with the best preparation, equip¬ 
ment can still break, usually at the worst 
possible moment, and you should know 
how to rescue yourself. It’s always good 
to sail with at least one other person, and 
if your buddy can't help, at least he can 
bring help back to you. But. there will be 
times when you’re sailing alone, and while 
it can be great fun, it’s also a bit risky. 
Here are some tips to help you get out of 
a jam when you're sailing solo. 


GOING IT ALONE 


The goal in self rescue Is to try to 
replicate the function of the now-broken 
part. If you carried a spare fin, you could 
replace the damaged one just as you 
would change a tire —if you carried a 
spare. Since it isn’t practical to carry a 
bunch of spare parts, you need to learn to 
think like an engineer/mechanic. 

If something breaks, you need to find 
a way to duplicate it. Remain relaxed and 
think about how to use the parts that you 
have with you on the water to make it back 
to the beach. Since you’re going to be 
smart and //i/n/c about your situation, you 
won’t waste time wondering whether to 
save your valued toys or to ditch part of 
them and paddle to shore. 

Instead, consider the broken part: Can 
it be used to help in any way? Can this 
broken mast be used as a paddle or 
towing bar? If there is no further use for 
the part, ditch it without hesitation. Bro¬ 
ken parts are characteristically sharp and 
jagged, and a major cut could seriously 
compound your original problem. 


MAST BREAKAGE 


Masts break, normally, just above the 
point at v/hich the booms are attached. 
Your method of self-rescue, in this situ¬ 
ation, depends on how far offshore the 
breakdown occurs. If you're fairly close, 
it's usually easier to derig the sail, roll it in 
line with the battens, place it on the deck 
of the board along with the booms, and 
begin paddling to the beach. 

If your mast is aluminum, it’s not a bad 
idea to ditch it. If you have a fiberglass or 


carbon mast, it may be salvageable Tie 
one of the harness lines to the end of the 
mast and the other end to the rear foot¬ 
strap as securely as you can. and tow it in 
with you. 

If you are a good distance out. you will 
need to be a little more creative If it’s a 
clean break, you can rerig the sail well 
enough to sail back. One extra precau¬ 
tion should be taken here. If the board 
gets away from you. there is almost no 
chance of catching it. In strong winds, 
the deck of the board and the universal 
joint act as tiny sails to propel the board 
downwind, and even strong, competent 
swimmers can have difficulty catching a 
loose board. 


RERIGGING 


If you’re going to rerig the sail with the 
broken pieces of the mast, first you’ll 
need to secure the board. Take any 
scrap of line and make a leash that you 
can tie to your leg and to some fixed 
object on the board. After it’s secure, you 
can start jury-rigging your sail. 

One way is to completely derig the 
sail, leaving the universal attached to the ’ i 
board. Take the two pieces of the mast, ’ | 

stick the top of the mast into the broken ‘ I 
end of the bottom half, and rerig the sail. 

There will be about two feet of excess sail 
at the top, so remove the top batten and 
tie up the excess with the other harness 
line, to keep it from flapping uncontrolla¬ 
bly as you sail in. 

Another way to rerig at sea is to ease 
off on the downhaul and outhaul. taking 
pressure off the sail. Then, slide the top * 
half of the mast through the boom open¬ 
ing in the sail sleeve until the broken end 
is even with the downhaul cleat. Tighten 
the downhaul almost to its normal position 
and tie the broken half to the bottom of the * 1 

mast base with the leftover downhaul line * ^ 

and the tack strap of your sail. 

Next, use one of the harness lines to tie ’ I 

the two mast halves together just below * | 

the boom. If your sail has an adjustable ‘ | 

tophaul, use that line to tie off the top of ’ | 

the sail to the booms. This will make the ’ | 

rig easier to control when sailing in. Next, * i 

tie off the outhaul, take off your leash, and ’ S 

sail home. It may not look pretty, but it ‘ •] 

definitely works. ’ f\ 


THE BUDDY SYSTEM 


There's a quicker way to gel back to 
the beach if you're sailing with a buddy. 
Derig the sail, roll it along the battens, and 
lay it on the deck of the board. Place your 
boom over your buddy's sail until it rests 
on top of his boom. Then use the top half 
of the mast as a towbar by sliding it over 
the mast base and tying it to the downhaul 
cleat. 

Tie the tip of the mast to the towing 
sailor's spreader bar with the inhaul from 
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the broken rig. As soon as the towing 
sailor hooks in. the pull will be transferred 
to the harness lines and into the rig. 
making towing much easier. Make sure 
that the lines are tied securely so that 
nothing slips This method also allows a 
sailor to be towed in after the mast pieces 
are discarded or if the entire rig gets 
away. Instead of using half of the mast as 
a towing bar. use one of the uphauls as a 
tow rope. Tie one end to your universal 
and the other to the tower’s spreader bar. 
preferably using a slip knot which can be 
untied in an emergency. 


BROKEN BOOM 


Usually, only one side of the boom will 
break, and when that happens, you can 
do either one of two things. First, if you’re 
not that far off the beach, you can try to 
sail back clew first If you’re a bit farther 
out, It will be easier to untie the boom and 
retie it with the good half on the side which 
will allow you to sail to the beach. 

If the entire boom breaks, take your 
harness lines and tie them together; tie 
one end to the mast where the booms 
used to be and tie the other end to the 
clew of the sail. If the lines are not long 
enough, tie the Inhaul line to the harness 
lines. This isn’t a super easy way to sail, 
but as with the other techniques, it’ll get 
you back to the beach. If you’re with your 
faithful buddy, you can disconnect the 
sail and base from your board and slip it 
Into your buddy’s sail. Take the old inhaul 
and tie the two masts together, and let him 
tow you in. 


BROKEN UNIVERSAL 


Although a broken universal is defi¬ 
nitely a hassle, there are several ways to 
get by this problem. Here, preparation is 
really important. It’s very important to 
have webbing surrounding the power joint. 
If the uni does break, the webbing will 
keep the rig attached to the board long 
enough for you to get in. Just as with the 
lines and screws, it's important to check 
the universal for cracks in the rubber and 
to also make certain that the bolt holding 
it together is tight. 

Former Florida-based speed sailor 
Doug Bischoff once had a universal sepa¬ 
rate while he was about two miles off the 
north shore of Maui, between Hookipa 
and Spreckelsville. As soon as it sepa¬ 
rated. he was left in the water holding his 
rig while his board .continued on until it 
was out of sight. With no other options. 
Doug left his rig and began to swim to¬ 
ward the only landmark that he could see 
from his low position in the water—Ha- 
leakala—a volcanic mountain on Maui. 
Nearly five hours later, he made it to 
shore. Survival can make you do incred¬ 
ible things sometimes. The point is to 
check your equipment before you hit the 
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. water, even if it’s new 

When your universal breaks, the best 
. thing to do is to have your buddy sail In 
. and get a new one for you. If you’re too far 
. off the beach for this to be practical, you 
, can try to jury-rig the universal by taking 
. the tail end of the downhaul line and tying 
. It to the left-over pieces. 

If the plate is still in the mast well, run 
. the downhaul line through It and theri tie 
. it off. If there is nothing left of the uni, or 
. if it might be easier to try something else, 
, take your mast pad off and attach it to the 
. mast base. Now, pick the rig up out of the 
. water and hold the bottom of the mast 
. down on the board by bracing it against 
. your foot. 

If you’re on a longer board, you can 
. brace the bottom of the mast base against 
. the mast track, the track pedal, or the 
. forward end of the daggerboard well. 
. These techniques sound a bit tricky, and 
. they are, but they’re not impossible. If 
. you’re upwind of the beach, just try to hold 
. some part of the sail up, and you will 
. eventually be blown back to the beach. 


BROKEN FIN 


All of the breaks we've covered have 

• had a common solution—duplicating the 

■ function of the broken part. This is espe- 

■ cially true of broken fins. Fins basically 

• add resistance or drag. This drag keeps 

• the back of the board from going faster 

• than the front, making you a happy 

■ camper. When a fin breaks, there are 

• several things that you can do. 

If you’ve just hit something, your fin 

• may not be totally gone. Flip the board 

• upside-down and check it out. A lot of 

• times just the lab where the screw goes 

• will be broken off. If this is the case, pull 

• the fin out. turn it around, and slide it into 

• the finbox backwards, with the leading 

• edge of the fin now facing aft. The lateral 

• pressure will keep the fin in the box long 

• enough for you to sail safely in to shore. 

Even if the fin is completely gone, you 
' can still create enough drag to sail. Strap 

• your harness to the tail of the board, with 

• the spreader bar facing down in the wa- 

• ter. Putthestrapsofyourharnessthrough 

• the rear footstrap to secure the board. 

• The larger your board, the easier it will be 

• to sail without a fin. 

If you're on a board with a dagger- 

• board, you can put the daggerboard 

• down (about a quarter to half-way down), 

• and sail in with your feet positioned on 

• either side of the centerline of the board. 

• If you're a more experienced sailor, you 

• can drag one of your feet off the tail on the 

• leeward side of the board, giving you 

• enough drag to stay on a broad reach 

• back to the beach. You can also sit down, 

• straddling the board, and drag your legs 

• in the water. Anything that causes drag 

• will work fine. Experienced sailors can 

• sail on a broad reach without a fin. but no 






Put the fin into the board backwards. 


The water pressure on the fin will hold it in 


3 ine water 
the finbox 
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Clark Merrit 

MakeV\&ves. 


Choose equipment that’s as good as you dare to be. Brett LIckle 
chooses Streamlined booms and bases because 
they’re ultra-functional. 


Choose the ultra-functional 


STRE/\n/IUI\IED 


Available through Murrays Marine 
P.O. Box 490, Carpinteria 
California 93013 • 805-684-8393 


High Performance Booms & Bases 
P.O. Box 246, Cardiff-by-the-Sea 
California 92007 • 619-455-1092 
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functionsk! innov^ation 


X-l 


The "X" design has a 
clean high aspect form 
and special foil to create 
a fast fin for slalom and 
course racing. 


I 



437 Richard Rd.,Rocl(le(ige,fL 32955 

Phone 14071632-6503 FAX (407)632-7019^ 


Conilro ^ 



Place the harness around the tail of the 
board with the bar facing up._ 


Secure the harness tightly. 


matter what your sailing level, you'll be 
able to make it back safely. 


SUMMARY 


Most of your sailing time will be break¬ 
age free. But just in case one of those 
freak situations happens, remain calm, 
rely on yourself, and think of how to dupli¬ 
cate the job of the broken part. 

Ideally, always keep up the condition 
of your equipment and sail with friends: if 
you have to sail alone, let someone know 
where you'll be sailing. And never, ever 
worry about losing that expensive mast or 
sail or whatever. If you can revise a 
broken part to get in. do it. If not, and if it’s 
hindering your rescue, ditch it. 

Finally, just pay attention to what's 
happening around you. If it's 10 below 
zero and there's a storm on the way, don’t 
go sailing—there will be other (and bet¬ 
ter) days. ■ 


Tom Pace and Don Montague know the 
cavalry doesn't come riding over the next 
swell these days! 
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A windsurfing rig is like an engine: there are no important, less important or : 
unimportant parts. All are equally important, because they must function 
together as a unit. A good sail isn’t worth much without a boom and a mast! 
made to the same high standards of quality, and vice versa. That’s why there 
is a substantial difference between products from a rig manufacturer such 
as A.R.T. and those of a sailmaker. The difference is the A.R.T. astern. 






The A.R.T. Dual Strip System provides perfect sail 
twist, automatically. 

6 A. R.T. rig types with a total of 38 sail sizes offer 
the most efficient "power plant" for all abilities and 
applications. 

FiH4Tir.LT0 PAHERSON. NY 12563 ROBIN HILL PARK POiitcm 
































Photographer Greg Huglin caught this sailor severing the lip off a Hookipa wave prior to re-entry, 
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Does Scot! Trudon look overly intense for this relatively playful-looking surf? Erik Aeder tunes in on the action as well as the concentration while Scott 






pops the top off this Hookipa wave. 



num air. This flight was caught on film by 


Aerial jumps and loops 
grik Aeder 


:aught this sailor severing the lip off a Hookipa wave prior to re*entr 










































Hawaiian aerialist Dave Kalama spins off the lip during a wave session at Hookipa during the Aloha Classic. Ron Oahlquist shot the maneuver. 
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Here are four funboards and eight 
transition boards for everyone from 
the first-timer to the seasoned sailor. 



BY TOM JAMES 




I i I eginners today have it much too * windward, then they slide them back for * 
I ■^easy. They learn to windsurf on * speedandcontroloffthewind. Heck.they • 
I i I funboards and transition boards. ‘ think a hardship on a sailboard is when ' 
1—■demising around in light winds like • their footstraps get dirty. If one of these • 
therestof usdid—but.whenhighwindshit. * new sailors saw someone with a dagger- • 
theyjustkickbacktheirdaggerboards, get • board slung over his shoulder, as was the * 
in the footstraps, and take off like they’re on • case with the old Stockers, they’d think he • 
a shortboard. It’s not fair. What about ' was windsurfing with a purse, 
paying dues? Those of us from the early • Admittedly, I’m bitter: in fact. I’m jeal- • 
days were always rounding up. getting • ous. that the boards beginners sail are • 
pitched over the rail, and being slammed • muchbetterthantheonesl.andotherearly • 
and backwinded until our backs were red. • sailors, had to contend with. So much so, * 
Today’s newcomers get to move their • that beginners don’t really outgrow them. • 
mast tracks up to make it easy going to • Even though most of the boards in this • 
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group are good for learning, they also 
excel to levels beyond. 

My editor explained that because of the 
versatility of these boards, they're what 
most people like to sail. Not everyone 
cares if they get over 300 days per year of 
shortboarding in and most people, she 
said, just like to go out on boards like these 
and sail on the weekends, regardless of 
the conditions. 

■Weekends?" I replied. “What do they 
do with the rest of their time?" We used to • 
sail every day of the week. I think we • 
needed the extra time to become profi- ■ 
dent. 

Apparently, the learning curve on these • 
funb^rds and transition boards is much * 
more sharp. So one weekend day, while • 
sailing my slalom board in fun 6.0 weather, * 
I saw a guy out having a blast on vtrhat' 
appeared to be a transition board. As I got • 
closerto him, I confirmed that it was indeed • 
a transition board. He was going almost as • 
fast as any of us, and was certainly jibing • 
more nicelythan most people. Then, I saw • 
it. He did a jump jibe—a jump jibe on a • 
transition boi^d that he had probably • 
learned to windsurf on. 

In this issue, we tested four funboards • 
end eight transition boards. The differ- • 
ences in the boards are substantial on the • 
water, but often barely noticeable in the • 
showroom. All funboards have footstraps, • 
a retractable daggerboard, a sliding mast • 

track, some sort of concave planing bot- • 


• tom, and are usually between 11 and 12 

■ feet long. All transition boards have foot- 

• straps, a retractable daggerboard, a slid- 

• ing mast track, some sort of concave plan- 

• ing bottom, and are usually between 10 

• and 11 feet long. So what's a foot among 

• friends? A lot. Funboards are often the first 

• boards people buy because they are big, 

• stable, and usually inexpensive. Most 

• funboards combine the ease of sailing an 

• entry-level board with the speed and high- 

• wind control of a courseboard. For the 

• most part, funboards feel like longboards, 

■ although on some you can crank a pretty 

• good jibe. 

• Transition boards, on the other hand, 

• combine the fun and thrills of a shortboard 

• withthestabilityofalongboard, butoverall, 
' they ride like shortboards. All transition 
' boards are good on turns. Funboards are 
‘ better for light wind and have a fairly wide 

• wind range, but don't excel inanyonearea. 
’ The transition board has a narrower wind 

range, but is the perfect board for the 
person who sails in a lot of 10- to 15-knot 
winds and wants to learn to jibe. 

Choosing a board is just a matter of 
deciding whether you only want to own one 
board, in which case we are more apt to 
recommend a transition board; or if you 
think that later on you’d like to buy a shorter, 
higher performance machine—then get a 
big funboard now to complement it. Even 
though the funboard has a wider wind 
range, if you want to have real high-wind 


• performance we recommend that you start 

• out with a transition board or plan on get- 

• ting a shortboard later on. 

• Funboards have come a long way lately, 

• mostly due to the radical development of 

• course-racing boards on the World Cup. 

• The bottom shapes, rail designs, and foot- 

• strap placement of these new funboards 

■ make them ride like de-tuned course 

• boards. Likewise, transition boards are 
' getting more and more of their looks from 

• giant slalom boards. 

Althoughweonlytestedfourfunboards, 

• there was quite a bit of variety in the group. 

• The Alpha is best geared toward the entry- 

• level to intermediate sailor; theTigaandthe 

• F2 handle a wide range of conditions and 

• skill levels with ease; and the Mistral is a 

■ racier, almost mini-courseboard type per- 

• former. 

Of the eight transition boards we tested 

• this year, the Alpha, Fanatic, Mistral, and 

■ Sailboard are all best suited for high-wind 

• thrills. These four are the transition boards 

• that are smaller, more maneuverable, and 

• slightlymoretrickytoride. Theotherfour— 

• the Bic, F2, O’Brien, and Tiga—are some- 

■ what more stable, and easier to ride. 

So make it easy on yourself. If you can 

• only get out occasionally, yet want to prog- 

• ress quickly regardless of the conditions 

• you encounter, get to the shop, hit the 

• demo days, and try these new boards out. 

• Oh yeah, do yourself a favor and get out on 

■ the weekdays as well. 
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□ Yes! Start my subscription to WiteiSki for one year (9 issues) at the special 
police of $13.95.1 understand that when my payment is received my FREE WaterSki 
Tips book will be sent. 

□ Payment enclosed. Rush me my free book today! □ Bill me later. 
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Iritten by and for skieis 
just like you, WaleiSki deliv- 
eis helpful, insliuctional, 
timely, entertaining infor¬ 
mation in every colorful big 
issue! 

Nine times a year V\fcrtetSki 
comes right to your home, as 
your personal, professional 
coach.. .with our unique 
instructional formal that 
mokes it easy for you to 
learn everything from deep 
water starts to sharp slalom 
turns. We use "how to" and 
"how not to" sequence pho¬ 
tography, illustrations and 
straightforward advice from 
experts and top competitors 
in the sport to help you ski 
your best! 

WolerSki saves you time 
and money! Every year we 
test and review new boats, 
skis and products. We give 
you hard-hitting, money¬ 
saving buying advice that 
you won't find anywhere 
else. Plus throughout the 
year we'll have special 
features showcasing 
what's new in binders, 
wetsuits, water toys and 


THE WORLD’S LEADING WATEI. 
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TAKE A LOOK INSIDE. IF TOU SRI, 
yOUU LIKE WHAT TOU SEE. 


sizzling swimwear! 

Do you know what "flex" 
or "rocker" is? Why your 
boot, skis, and equip¬ 
ment perform the way 
they do? How to protect 
your investment with the 
proper maintenance pro¬ 
cedures? WrtetSki has 
the answers to keep your 
equipment in tip-top 
shape. 

Plus you'll get fitness and 
training tips, boat<lriv- 
ing and safety features, 
behind-the-scenes tour¬ 
nament coverage, knee¬ 
boarding, barefooting 
and slalom tips, and the 
latest in boot and ski 
technology! 

Come join us for a year 
and get the best! The best 
stop-action instruction 
and award-vnnning pho¬ 
tography. All for you. All 
yearlong. 

Simply return the 
attached card or dip the 
coupon below and mail 
today! Plus vrith your paid 
order, we'll send you the 
VtfcrterSki Tips book FREE! 
Vfe'U be looking for your 
reply., 


Address. 
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MAIL COUPON TO: WKTERSKI, P.O. BOX 136, Mt. Morris, E, 61054 Please allow 4-6 weeks tor delivery. 

In Canada, odd $5 lor postage. AH other foreign oountrles add $10. 





















big calypso 

Length; 10'6' | 

Width; 26- 
Volume: w 7 .o 

I « o 

Weight: 40.9 

I pounds 
I Buoyant Force: 

I Fresh: 350.8 
I pounds Sa/f: 361.3 
I pounds 
1 Stiffness: 68.1 
I pounds for 3/8 
1 deflection 
impact Resistance. 
6.651 psi. 

Displacement: 1.13 

1 Construction: 

1 Blow-molded poly¬ 
ethylene, polyure- 
1 thane core 
1 Bottom Shape: 

1 1 Tulip tri-concave 

1 Warranty: One 

I 1 yssit 

I I Price: $699 to 
I I $799 (depending 

I I Options; 2 pi 
I 1 2Ught Rig. 5.7m2 
I Fun Rig 


AlPHft 16 ?f 


M.PHA190W 


Length; 10 - I 

Width; 26 1 

Volume; 1°®' 

I Wefght; 36.9 I 

1 Fresh: 330.6 
1 pounds San. 

340.5 pounds 
Istiitness; 

1 pounds lof 3/8 
1 deflection 
I impact Resistance 
6.544 psi. 

1 Displacernent: i.4i 
1 constnictlon; 
UlphaPE-compieo 

1 with Alpha 

1 1 competition base 

(ACB) . 


Length; ■ 

Width; 2ff ■ 

Volume: w ^ ■ 

[liters ■ 

Weight: 41.2 ■ 

1 pounds _ ■ 

1 Buoyant Force. ■ 

1 Fresh: 384.7 I 

1 pounds San. I 

1396.2 pounds I 

Stlttness; W i 

1 pounds for 3/8 I 

. 1 deflection 

. impact Beslstence. | 

.6.981 psi. 

\Displacerr)ent: 1.40 
’ 1 Construction: 
•lAlphaPE'-Comtec 
’ I with Alpha 

• 1 Competition base 

• (ACB) 

• 1 Bottom Shape: 

. 1 Triple-concave 

. 1 leading into quad- 
1 concave bow 
’ 1 Warran^: Five- 
1 year limited 
1 Price: $785 Semi, 
’ 1 Complei® also 

• 1 available 

• 1 Pig Options: 3.5r 

• 1 4.2m. 5.0m. 6.0m 
. I Neil Pryde 

. I Comfortline and 
. I Sportline 


Bottom Shape: 

Pat vee bow, 

double-concave 
1 mid, flat vee stem 
Warranty: Five- 
1 year limited 
1 Price: $750 Semi. 
1 Complete also 

1 available 

1 Rig Options: 3.5r 
1 4 . 2 m. 5.0m. 6.0m 
I Neil Pryde 
I Comfortline and 
1 sportline 


mistral MALIBU 


mistral PANDERA 


O’BRIEN EXCEILERATOR 


Length: 10 9 
Vindth: 25’ 

Volume: 160.7 liters H 
Weight; 27 . 9 pounds™ 
1 Buoyant Force: 

1 Fresh: 326 5 pounds H 

Sa/C 336.3 pounds H 

Istitfness: 152.2 H 
I pounds for 3/8 
Idellection ■ 

Umpact Resistance: H 

7.628psi. ■ 

lo/sp/acenient. I.IA ■ 
Iconstruction; uu&. ■ 

1 Durable combinaW ■ 
lofASAtopskinand ■ 
Iglass; DCS; Light- ■ 
weight laminate ■ 

1 combination of AbA ■ 
Itopskin reinforced ■ 

I Iwith glass and carbon! 

I Ifibers. I 

I iBotlom Shape. I 

I iTriple-concave bow l 

I lie double-concave I 

I WaSwttyiOTg^ 

I Price: LIDS $1,595. | 

I DCS$1.895. 

I Rig options: DCb 

I 1 version with new 
I Idamp-on boom, 2 - 
I IpCS Epoxy 

■ 5.2m. 5.7m or 6.2rn 


Length: 11‘7.25 ■ 

Width: 25’ I 

Volume: 186.2 liters I 
Weight: 33.3 I 

I pounds I 

1 Buoyant Force: 

1 Fresh: 377.3 | 

1 pounds Salt. 388. 
pounds 

1 Stiffness; I5y 
I pounds for 3/8 
deflection 

impact Resistance. 

6.606.7 psi. 

I Disp/acemenl. 
(instruction: WS 

I laminate With glass 

I and carbon fiber 

laminated around a 

preshaped, clo^d- 

cell ioam core, and 

I llightweig'^^^^ 

I speed dent 

I Warrant- ^ 

I 

I Islalom 
I 5.7m. 5.2"’ 


Length; 10' 5.5 
Width: 25’ 

Volume: 180.9 liters 
Weight: 38.2 
Ipounds 

I Buoyant Force: 

Fresh; 360.7 






















F 2 STRATO 

Length: 11'10.25’ 
Width: 26' 

Volume: 211.5 liters 
(Weight: 36 5 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh. 429.8 pounds 
Sa/t: 442.7 pounds 
Stiffness: 143.2 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 
8,065 psi. 

Displacement: 1.27 
Construction: 

Epoxy Cartx)n Lite 
(ECL). Pre-shaped 
EPS core wrapped in 
a matrix of glass 
cloth and carbon 
fiber in epoxy resin 
with an ASA skin 
Bottom Shape: 
Triple- concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,395 to 
1,795 (depending on 

rig) 

Rig Options: 5.7m 
Power ’n Play, 5.7m/ 
6.4m Fun Unlimited, 
5.7m/6.4m Speed 
Slalom Monofilm 



SAILBOARD 320 


Length: 10'11' 
Width: 25' 

Volume: 176.5 liters 
Weight: 31.9 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 357,2 
pounds Salt: 367.9 
pounds 

Stiffness: 139.9 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 
6.372 psi. 
Displacement: .86 
Construction: Lite 
Ace 

Bottom Shape: Tri¬ 
concave 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $819 (Semi 
complete) 

Rig Options: 

$1,045 (Rig E 5.6m 
or 6,0m) 

$1,145 (Rig F 6.0m 
or 6.3m) 

$1,245 (Rig H 5.6m 
or 6.4m) 




FANATIC BAT 


Length: 10'8.25* 
Width: 26’ 

Volume: 168.4 liters 
Weight: 33.2 pounds 
Buoyant Force: 
Fresh: 338.1 pounds 
Salt: 348.3 pounds 
Stiffness: 108.7 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 
4,318 psi. 
Displacement: .76 
Construction: 

Fanatic Lite Carbon— 
EPS foam core, 
unidirectional 
glassfiber cloth, 
multiaxial glass fiber 
Bottom Shape: 
Double-concave 
nose, quad-concave 
mid-section, double 
vee tail with reducing 
concaves 

Warranty: One-year 
limited 

Price: $1,155 semi- 
complete, $1.850 witf 
Lite Rig. $1490 with 
Fun Lite Rig 
Rig Options: 6.2m/ 
5,6 Lite Wing Rig or 
6.2m/5.6m Fun Wing 
Rig 


F 2 COMET 


Length: 10'10.5’ 
Width: 26.5’ 

Volume: 177.7 
liters 

Weight: 32.3 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 359.5 
pounds Salt: 370.3 
pounds 

Stiffness: 129.2 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

5,906.5 psi. 
Displacement. .85 
Construction: 

Epoxy Carbon Lite 
(ECL): Pre-shaped 
EPS core wrapped 
in a matrix of glass 
cloth and carbon 
fiber in epoxy resin 
with an ASA skin 
Bottom Shape: 
Double-concave 
Warranty: One year | 
Price: $1,395 to 
$1.795 (depending 
on rig choice) 

Rig Options: 5.7m 
Power 'n Play. 5.7m/ 
6.4m Fun Unlimited, 
5.7m/6.4m Speed 
Slalom in monofilm 



TIGA SWIFT 


Length: 10'9' 
Width: 25' 

Volume: 166 5 liters 
Weight: 37.9 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 329.2 
pounds Salt: 339.1 
pounds 

Stiffness: 60.2 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

5,555.9 psi. 
Displacement: 1.21 
Construction: 
MIcroliteXS: blow- 
molded Microlite XS 
(a polypropylene 
derivative) with a 
lightweight PU foam 
core 

Bottom Shape: 

Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $899 to $999 
complete 
Rig Options: Neil 
Pryde Club plus rig, 
Neil Pryde Sport 
Vortex Rig 


TIGA SPIRIT 


Length: ir8.25’ I 
Width: 27- I 

Volume: 222.5 
liters I 

Weight: 45.4 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 445.4 
pounds Salt: 458.7 
pounds 

Stiffness: 68.5 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: | 
6.496 psi. 

Displacement: 1.32 
Construction: 
MIcroliteXS: blow- 
molded Microlite (a 
polypropylene 
derivative) with a 
lightweight PU foam 
core 

Bottom Shape: 

Multiple-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $899 to $999 
complete 
Rig Options: Neil 
Pryde Club plus rig, 
Neil Pryde Vortex 
Rig 
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O nce again. Alpha has the biggest 
line of boards in the world, yet. 
most of the time they go relatively 
unnoticed. This is about to 
change, though, since the US company 
Is under new ownership and the quality of 
their boards is undeniable. 



Double sets of double straps and a contoured 
deck make the Alpha 190 comfortable to stand 
on. 


In the funboard category, Alpha makes 
three polyboards that are ideal for recrea¬ 
tional and intermediate sailors. All have a 
five-year warranty, which makes them 
especially attractive. Two years ago. we 
tested the 215 and it hasn’t changed 
since then, so this year we’re only testing 
the 190 and 160 models. 

In general, we found the componentry 
of Alpha boards to be very good and 
logically thought-out. Their mast foot 
locks by simply flicking a lever and all the 
boards have easy-to-work daggerboards. 
Their footstraps are simple, but comfort¬ 
able, and are positioned more for ease of 
use than for all-out performance. 

The rigs available on the Alphas are 
good recreational packages. The Com¬ 
fort sail is an easy-to-rig luffable sail that’s 
good for freestyle, the Sport is a fully- 
battened sail, and the Fun is a nice- 
handling RAF. For enhanced perform¬ 
ance, Alpha also offers the Warp line, a 
cambered racing sail. 

Our only problem with the rigs was that 
a clamp-on boom wasn’t available at the 
time of this printing, but the manufacturer 
assures me that they're in the works and 
will be available for this season. Also, the 
epoxy masts are heavy. However, the 
cost of an Alpha package is very reason¬ 
able, and for the performance of the ^ 
boards alone, it's well worth it. 


ALPHA 190AF 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The 190AF provides optimum stability 
and performance for light- and heavy¬ 
weight sailors. Volume is concentrated in 
he standing area, allowing easy rope 
starts and preventing the board from 
sinking too fast in jibes. The low bow 
volume reduces sailing vibrations and 


assures smooth sailing, even at high 
speeds. The race shape supplies good 
acceleration in low winds while the scoop 
rocker line makes the board easy to control 
in stronger winds. The 190AF combines 
the quality of a race board with the price 
of a PE board and has been designed as 
an all-around sailboard for use every¬ 
where except In heavy surf. 

TOM JAMES' COMMENTS: 

Alpha has a knack of making big rec¬ 
reational boards that turn great and the 
190 is certainly no exception. It's a smooth 
board with a nice rocker line that makes 
it feel comfortable in both light and high 
winds. The 190 has fairly full, race board- 
type rails throughout, and with Its sharp 
edges, the way it tracks has something of 
a raceboard feel. I didn’t find this board 
particularly easy to get on a plane, but it 
handled well at sub¬ 
planing speeds and 
would be very easy to 
learn on, due to Its at- 
rest stability. 

This board is very 
easy to get upwind. Its 
mast track is nice and 
long, allowing the rider 
to jam the mast way 
forward and cruise 
upwind. For a 
polyboard, it handles 
the chop exceptionally 
well. I found It a little 
shaky on tacks when 
the track was forward. Its nose is pulled 
way In, giving the board a more maneu¬ 
verable feeling, but making it less stable. 

The board is fine at sub-planing 
speeds, but when the wind cranks up, the 


ALPHA 160F 

MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The 160F is the ideal board for light¬ 
weight sailors and newcomers to the 
funboard class because of its adjustable 
mast track and daggerboard. Although 
the 160F is designed as a funboard. It still 
offers an easy rope start and has good 
cruising qualities even In light winds. The 
uncomplicated shape guarantees 
windsurfing fun up to 22 knots. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

This board turns like a dream. It’s long 
and gunny, and nothing about it seems 
especially trick—but you just won’t find a 
better turning board over 10 feet long. 
True, it’s a polyboard, so it doesn’t really 
leap around, but once it’s up and planing, 
the performance is really remarkable. 



sturdy, aluminum linboxes are just one of the many features on the 
1989 Alpha 160. 



190 becomes really fun. It doesn’t surge 
forward when the gusts hit; instead, it 
slowly gets to a plane and offers a smooth 
ride. Turns are the high point of this 
board. Even though it’s 11 and a half feet 
long, it initiates a jibe like a much smaller 
board, and the weight of the board helps 
it carry through the turn. Overall, it does 
its job perfectly. 


It needs a lot of wind, probably at least 
the same amount as an average-sized 
slalom board, but you can carry a big sail 
on this board and it has a iol of stability. 
The nose is fairly wide, so it’s easy to tack. 
I like the mast track and the daggerboard 
is easy to work, but going upwind is not 
too enjoyable. 

The blade is thin and short, and when 
you have the track forward and the biade 
down, the board is really twitchy. It’s hard 
to lock into a groove. You’re almost belter 
off getting a good fin and really leaning on 
it—eliminating the daggerboard alto¬ 
gether. 

The 160F’s speed is acceptable, but 
its acceleration lags because of its weight. 
However, you don’t really need to be 
going too fast to have fun on this board. It 
has two sets of footstraps, and although 
pointed in an odd position—too parallel 
with the rails—you can get into the front 
set with ease and still plane off and jibe 
well. In moderate winds with big sails, this 
board should be a lot of fun for a recrea¬ 
tional sailor. 

In light winds, the 160F is stable and 
easy to putt around on formedium weights. 
It would make a very good board for 
smaller people to learn longboarding on— 
and shortboarding as well, which is un¬ 
usual, but very nice. 


WINDRIDER 
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W hile maintaining their musical 
theme in naming their line, Bic 
is completely changing its 
image. Their boards now carry 
first-rate components and have quality 
Ultra Profile sails and rigs. Bic is the best 
at getting sailors planing in very light 
winds. Their boards have lots of volume, 
thick rails, and are designed by some of 
the best in the business. The decks are 
flat and stable, so they're good for begin¬ 
ners to intermediates to walk around and 
uphaul on. Yet their boards still have a 
performance feel. 

Bic is offering two rig options on their 
recreational boards. First is the two-plus- 
two line, which is a luffable sail with a foot 
batten. This rig comes with an epoxy 
mast and standard Bic booms. The Fun 
line is a convertible RAF, but comes with 
the very nice Bic clamp-on boom. 
MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Bic Calypso is designed for light¬ 
weight entry-level sailors, transitional 
sailors, and women. As the wind in¬ 
creases or the sailor’s ability improves, 
the Calypso offers quick planing, smooth 
tacking and jibing, and exceptional 
upwind capability. A fully retracting 
centerboard, three footstraps, and an 
adjustable mastbox are all standard fea¬ 
tures. The Bic Calypso is accessible to 


both the entry-level and transitional sailor 

because of its price-to-value relationship 
and its forgiving qualities. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

This board is going to fit right Into the 
category of boards that a lot of people 
want. It looks short, yet Is ultra stable. The 



The Calypso’s separated gasket makes for easy dagger 
board operation. 


deck is super flat, and the rocker line must 
have five feet of flat in it. For these 
reasons, it gets planing quite early for a 
polyethylene board, and it's super easy to 
get into the forward-placed straps. It’s 
kind of an interesting ride because you 
can get planing, in the straps, raked back, 
and locked in, and not even be going too 
fast. 


The board tops out very early, and 

doesn’t really have a good top end, but 
that’s not what Bic was after with this 
board. I feel this is an excellent board for 
the vast majority of people—those who 
want a short longboard that gets planing 
early, yet is easy to sail. 

The Calypso is not the best 
jiber for its length. This is obvi¬ 
ously due to the long flat section 
in the rocker line and the very 
thick, slalom-like rails. Its bot¬ 
tom shape Is a radical tri-con- 
cave, which is also designed for 
early planing. 

Sailing this board in light air Is 
easy, but it Is twitchy because 
it’s wide, short, and has a flat 
deck. I really like the way it does 
longboard jibes. Unfortunately, 
this board isn't too easy to sail 
upwind in sub-planing condi¬ 
tions. However, in planing con¬ 


ditions, it goes upwind very well. 

The board doesn’t have a mast track, 
which takes away from its versatility in 
some ways, but it’s fine for recreational 
sailors who aren’t too interested in top- 
end speed. I think it would make an ex¬ 
cellent board for a heavyweight looking 
for a shorter board that’s easy to plane 
with straps that are simple to get into, too. 




F anatic has a thoroughly solid rac¬ 
ing line, and their funboards and 
transition boards are also very 
impressive. For a more stable ride, 
they offer the Viper, which we didn't test 
this year, and for maneuverability, there is 
the Bat, designed by Phillip Prudenz. 

These boards offer two rig packages. 
The Lite Wing is a performance package 
offering a 6.2 or 5.6 RAF with a convert¬ 
ible batten configuration, clamp-on 
booms, the new upgraded Fanatic straps, 
and astiff black daggerboard constructed 
in the same manner as their Ultra Cat. The 
Fun Wing package is a slightly de-tuned, 
four-batten RAF sail with a less stiff dagger- 
board and different straps. 
MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The best-selling board of 1988 (as 
report in Surf, West Germany) has been 
improved for 1989! The Fanatic Bat is a 
second-generation mid-sized funboard 
that's a mini-race board in disguise. Its 
new, double-to-quadro vario concave 
bottom and harder rails give it great speed 
off the wind and excellent traction up¬ 
wind. The familiar rounded-pintail shape 
results in a funboard that jibes like a 
slalom board. The Bat has proven to be 
the sailor’s choice for both high-wind and 
light-wind sailing fun. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 


This is easily the liveliest board in the 

bunch. It's fairly thin, has a lot of tail 
rocker, and rails that allow the sailor to 
turn it^nd footsteerwith ease. The board 
feels quite small on the water when you 
are planing, but in reality, it's not. 

When the wind dies down and you're 
forced to kick the daggerboard down, the 
Bat is very stable. It has good width 
through the nose and mid-section, and 
since the board is so light, it floats better 
than its volume would indicate. In sub¬ 
planing conditions, the Bat is not too 
special, and in marginal conditions, it 
isn’t the quickest to plane even though it’s 
light. 

However, the board comes into its 
own in full-planing conditions and rides 
great. You can easily chop hop, jump 
jibe, and do nearly every move that you 
can on most slalom boards. In the surf, 
the Bat could be a lot of fun because it 
has good tail rocker, a curvy outline, and 
fun, tucked, turny rails. 

This is not a board for a beginner 
weighing over 150 pounds. Sure, it has 
enough flotation, but it takes more skill to 
appreciate the performance this board 
can offer. Its top-end speed is very nice 
going well off the wind. I feel it can hang 
in there with boards much smaller. Since 
the rails are thinned out pretty much, it 


can also handle higher winds than a lot of 

giant slaloms. In fact, this board has a 
very good range, and is the kind of board 
you don’t really outgrow. 

The Fanatic componentry is great, as 
usual. The mast track is as easy to work 
as any in the industry, and the dagger- 
board, although too small to really be of 
much value, is problem free. 1 feel the 
traction of this Lite Bat is not up to par, and 
the footstraps are difficult to adjust quickly, 
which may be a problem for those who 
share a board, but it’s such a fun transi¬ 
tion board that these are minor com¬ 
plaints. 
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F 2 has a long reputation for suc¬ 
cess, but they’re probably better 
known for their high-performance 
race and slalom boards, rather than 
their performance-oriented recreational 
line. However, the designs, construction, 
and componentry are all just as impres¬ 
sive on these two boards as on the race 
boards. In fact, both the Strato and the 
Comet are model boards for their class— 
they’re sized well, easy to sail, and fun to 
go fast on. 

Some especially Impressive features 
Include the deep aluminum finboxes, 
standard on all F2s, and the “race type’’ 
daggerboard system, available on the 
Strato. This system allows the sailor to 
easily adjust the daggerboard tension 
without altering the fit. 

F2 is offering three rig packages for 
these boards. The most economical is 
the Power Play, which is a 5.7 RAF sail on 
an epoxy mast with a micro-adjustable 
boom. This package allows the sailor to 
get onto a performance F2 board for 
under $1,300. Up one grade is the Fun 
Unlimited rig, similar to the Power Play, 
but the sail is a slalom-cut RAF and is 
available from 5.0 to 6.4 m2. At the top of 
the line, F2 offers their Speed Slalom line, 
which includes a monofilm sail with a full 
foot, a two-piece epoxy mast, and the F2 
clamp-on boom, which uses the Sea- 
bright front end. This package Is fast and 
is the one we used the majority of the time. 

F2 STRATO 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The F2 Strato is quick, planes early, 
and tacks and jibes easily. The Strato 
combines the bottom shape and center- 
board design of the Lightning Race with 
a rail profile similar to the F2 Comet. The 
result is a synthesis of ideas proven for 
three years out on the water. The Epoxy 
Carbon Lite (ECL) construction is light¬ 
weight and durable, making the Strato 
the perfect all-around board. 

TOM JAMES’COMMENTS: 



The Strato has well-placed beating straps on 
its rails. _ 


If you looked at this board's bottom 
shape, you'd swear it was a raceboard. 
The tri-concave is a contemporary bot¬ 



tom and the rocker line is fairly flat. 
However, the rails are nicely rolled and 
this board performs like a toned-down 
raceboard. It’s very easy and comfort¬ 
able to sail. The nose is nice and wide, so 
stability is no problem, and the board Is 
quick to plane. It’s light and doesn’t have 
any of the sluggishness associated with 
some boards this size. In fact, when you 
step on it, the solid construction and light 
weight make It feel pretty lively. 
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F2’s innovative daggerboard system allows 
you to adjust retracting tensions without 
altering the fit. 


In high winds, the board tracks like a 
train. The footstraps are in a great posi¬ 
tion for getting back and flying. This 
board is really fast for a 12-footer. It does 
a pretty nice carving jibe when you’re in 
the back straps, but it doesn't sail as well 
in the fonward straps. 

The Strato has beating straps, so it's 
comfortable to sail upwind, but the 
daggerboard is a little small and the rails 
a little too rourid to really fly upwind. Its 
best point of sail is a straight reach. Just 
retract the daggerboard, point it off the 
wind, and the Strato is up and planing 
with the shortboards. In fact, the speed 
of this board allows you to keep up with 
some of the shortboards. I liked this 
board for an all-around performer. It's 
more than stable enough for a beginner 
and is still fun to sail when it's windy. 

As usual for F2, the components are 
great. The footstraps are comfortable, 
the deck has good traction (even for 
barefooters). the mast track is smooth, 
and the daggerboard is easy to use. You 
can’t complain about this board in any 
way. 

F2 COMET 

MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The F2 Comet truly defines what a 
transition board should be: very maneu¬ 
verable, stable yet responsive, and fast 
and exciting to sail. It's the perfect board 
to learn foot steering, track and center- 
board use, and jibes. The Comet is big 
enough to be an ideal all-around board 
for lighter-weight sailors and most women. 
At only 27 pounds, it’s lighter than any 
board in its class. 



TOM JAMES' COMMENTS: 

If there were ever a pair of boards to 
complement each other, they’re the Strato 
and the Comet. The F2 Comet sails like a 
small Strato. It’s faster and turns better, 
but is a smooth board in all aspects, just 
like its big brother. 

The bulk of this board's volume is in the 
forward section, so it’s a stable tracker; 
however, it loses a little of the liveliness 
that comes with a transition board. The 
shape of the Comet is a drawn-out pintail 
with a straight double-concave bottom. 

This board is pretty good for light-air 
sailing and can take the place of a bigger 
board for most people, but it doesn’t 
make a great substitution for a shortboard, 
like some of the smaller transition boards. 

I would classify it as a small, big board 
rather than the other way around. 

This is an excellent product for women 
and lightweights looking for a manage¬ 
able board in all conditions. It needs 
about 12 knots to get my 170 pounds 
really moving, but it can hang in there in 
pretty high winds—at least 20 knots. 

It gets going pretty darned fast when 
you get into the back straps on a broad 
reach. Also, it’s great for flying full-speed 
over the flats. The nose gets pounding in 
big chop, but the board, in general, is 
very smooth. It’s one of the easiest tran¬ 
sition boards to sail. Tacking is no prob¬ 
lem, and beating upwind in light air feels 
much more stable than on most transition 
boards. Its only real problem is that the 
stance in the straps feels too wide. Overall, 
though, this is a solid product that is good 
for everything from learning to sail to 
getting high-wind thrills. 



The Comet’s track and track pedal are 
extremely well-finished. 
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We Gave You . . . 









Now Introducing 

• Revolutionary New Deck Pads 
with Real Texture for Positive 
Traction and Complete Control. 

• Available in 3mm or 5mm 
thicknesses packaged in sets of 3 
with an optional 4th strap separately 
packagea. Or, buy the unique 
^'Designer Kit" which enables you to 
design your own style. 

• Designer Kit comes with 
instructions, razor blade and patterns, 
which enable you to design large 
custom pads to suit your needs sized 

18" X 2§". 

• 4 colors available. 




Custom Boards 

• Designed by Brian Hinde, world 
renowned shaper & designer of 
Sailboard Master Class with over 20 
years of shaping and board 
construction experience. Working 
alongside Brian Hinde is our Open 
Ocean production tetun with a 
combined total of over 90 years 
experience. 

• Open Ocean believes that custom 
means made for you. We build you 
your dream. Standard designs and 
sizes are also available, 8'o", 9’0", 
9'6". 


ATTENTION DEALERS : 

Call us (toll free) 

for our unique and complete board re-sale 
program which includes 
inventory,financing, terms 
and a protected marketing area for you! 

Standard designs are in stock for 
immediate delivery. 

(Surfboards are also available in this program). 


. . . STILL more INNOVATIONS TOti yOU 

Seatector ~ _ Grippers 


Why go to the beach and ruin 
your seats! Protect your Car Seat 
from Salt, Sun, Grease, Dirt and 
those WET WETSUITS 

"Seatector" is made 
of water resistant 
nylon. ONE SIZE 
FITS ALL MAKES 
and MODELS CARS 
AND TRUCKS. 


Available in 3 colors: 
Yellowigrey, Black!grey. Pink! Yellow 


1058 WAIMANU SI. HONOLULU HAWAII 

(808) 524-2324 

Call, Write or FAX to receive our full product line informadon 

USA (800) 367-8047 Ext 518 FAX (808) 536^1091 


We take our 


anti-skid and 
developed a line of 
slipper we call 

'Grippers'. 

Grippers offer the 
perfect blend of 
fashion, safety and 
comfort for people who 
live and play in the 
sun and water. Mens, 
women &kids. 


4 • colors — 2 styles - Men & Women 
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W e weren’t going to test the 
Pandera this time around be¬ 
cause we sailed it only a year 
ago; however, the construc¬ 
tion was significantly changed, from 
Mistral's UDS (Ultra-Durable System) to 
DCS (Durable Carbon System) and we 



The Pandera's winged squash is reminiscent 
of the Equipe's old design. 


wanted to see just how good it is. The 
New Malibu, offered in UDS, essentially 
replaces the Ventura and the Malibu, but 
is quite different from both of the old 
boards. Its lines are more like a long- 
board than the Ventura, but it’s faster and 
easier to turn. Mistral expects this design 
to be even more popular than the old Mal¬ 
ibu because it's shorter, yet just as easy 
to sail. 

As usual, the Mistral components are 
the best in the test. We never have a 
problem taking these boards straight from 
the box to the water. The rigging is fine; 
the Pandera offers a slalom-cut RAF on a 
two-piece epoxy mast with a clamp-on 
boom. The New Malibu comes with a 
one-piece mast and standard boom. 

MISTRAL PANDERA 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

In its first season, the Mistral Pandera 
quickly established itself as the clear new 



/ 


Mistral's mast track pedal flips down for easier board stacking on 
racks. 


choice among funboard sailors. Now-j') 
tssecond season, the Pandera has been 
efined with DCS laminate construction 
3r a cleaner and stiffer performanc . 


Additional new features include a new 
mast track, state-of-the-art clamp-on 
booms, a high-tech mast base, and new 
graphics. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

Wow! This board was hot last year but 
Mistral has lightened it up, stiffened it up. 
and now it just plain smokes. This is the 
liveliest of the funboards by quite some 
margin. It’s thinner and more racy than 
the other boards in its class, but sacri¬ 
fices nothing in the quickness-to-plane 
category and very little in stability. 

The board sails easily in light air, but 
it's difficult to do much on because the tail 
and rails are thinned out quite a bit. It gets 
upwind fairly well without planing, though, 
because so much of the board is in the 
water. However, when it does jump onto 
a plane it's much better. 

The Pandera has pointing straps, and 
they’re easy to use in planing conditions. 
The board goes upwind like a small course 
board, and for lighter people, it may even 
be competitive—on 
the right course. The 
quad-concave with an 
Ophipi dent puts nu¬ 
merous “spines" in the 
front of the board, so 
the Pandera eats up 
chop. The hull also 
looks good and stiff 
when it pierces through 
wakes and waves. 

Our technical test 
confirms that it is, in¬ 
deed, the stiffest board 
in the group. When 
tacking, there isn’t too 
much room to mess 
around on, especially when the track is all 
the wayforward, but the board is not tippy 
for its size. 

This board really excels off the wind. 
It feels light, fast, smooth, snappy, and 
every other superla¬ 
tive available. The 
winged squash tail, 
reminiscent of the old 
Equipe, puts good 
curve in the tail area 
and the board comes 
around on turns light¬ 
ning fast. I loved flying 
into a flat spot on this 
board and laying 
down a hard-planing 
jibe. Its speed is ex¬ 
cellent and this is one 
of the few boards of 
this size that’s really 
good for performance 
sailing as well as 


MISTRAL MALIBU 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Mistral Malibu is an agile 3.3m 
funboard that combines the speed of its 
World Cup predecessors with the all-out 
fun of the latest board-shape innovations. 
The Ophihi bow speed dent reduces 
wetted area and ensures a smooth ride 
even at top speeds. The 1989 Malibu is 
the fastest in its class and comes In DSC 
and UDS versions. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

Double wow! Lately, I’ve been read¬ 
ing a lot of ads about how the old Malibu 
was the best-selling funboard ever. Well, 
this design is so fun it will make you forget 
the old board ever existed. It certainly is 
nice to have Mistral back in the transition 
board market. 

Weighing only 28 pounds, this is the 
perfect transition board. It planes up with 
the bigger boards, yet has serious per¬ 
formance capabilities. Jibes are just 



learning. Naturally, the Mistral compo¬ 
nents are as good as they get, and com¬ 
bined with the board's performance, the 
Pandera is a “10” by all means. 


The Malibu’s details include a fitting for closing off the routed 
section of the finbox. 


unreal—since the nose is so light, it swings 
around super fast and the thin rails grab 
in the thickest of chop. Furthermore, the 
new Malibu’s speed is outrageous. What 
more could you want? Try it. 

Even though the new Malibu is one of 
the best jibers in this size range that we 
have ever come across, it still has some 
good longboard characteristics for light¬ 
weights. Since the hull is fairly thin with 
even thinner rails, it's stable, but sinky. 
However, for lightweights, it would still be 
fine for sub-planing days. The deck dome 
is fine and Mistral has eliminated any 
traction problems they may have had in 
the past. The daggerboard is so easy to 
use, you don't mind sliding it down, when 
necessary, because it’s so easy to get 
back up. 

If there are any complaints about this 
board. I have yet to locate them. Its 
construction is excellent—great impact 
resistance, great stiffness, and light 
weight. The board is a pleasure to take off 
the racks and carry to the water, and once 
there, it only gets better. This could be the 
best transition board ever made. 















































a heavy deck dome give the Excellerator 
a great, comfortable feel. 


shows. The board is a blast. It’s definitely 
a longer shortboard, rather than a shorter 
longboard. The Excellerator has an ex¬ 
tremely unusual design, but it’s one of my 
favorite transition boards out of the group. 

There’s a ton of volume in the mid- and 
aft-section of this board and there’s al¬ 
most none in the scooped up nose, but it 
works great. Heck, you can be in the 
straps without even planing. 

The back set of straps on the Excell¬ 
erator is well placed, and once the wind 
kicks in and you’re back there, the board 
smokes. Sure, it's polyethelyne; sure, it 
looks funny; but the thing really moves. I 
was also impressed with its jibing capa¬ 
bilities. It’s bouncy in the chop, but when 


you fly into a good smooth 
spot, you can really lean 
into the turn and crank a 
pretty tight radius. 

The board is heavy, so 
it’s not too easy to plane 
through hacked up turns 
and it dies pretty quickly in 
the lulls, but on a straight 
line, in marginal to pow¬ 
ered conditions, this board 
is tough to beat. As a non- 
planing board, it's not a lot 
of fun. 

Since it's very thick, but 
not too wide, it's not too stable. And, with 
the extra nose scoop, it doesn’t carry a lot 
of water line. For this reason it is twitchy 
sailing upwind. The bottom shape is a 
very subtle quad and the fittings are quite 
nice. 

The daggerboard and gasket work 
correctly, and the aluminum finbox is set 
into the board so that it's very easy to get 
the fins in and out. The deck has great 
texture and very comfortable straps. I 
would say this is the best recreational 
board O'Brien has ever made. It could 
use an adjustable mast track, but that's 
our only complaint. You have to ride it to 
believe it, though, because it's so un¬ 
usual-looking. 
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S ailboard Is back and their prod¬ 
ucts are still fast, sleek, and very 
much in the forefront of board 
design. Available through Sail¬ 
board Warehouse, the company offers a 
variety of reasonably priced Neil Pryde 
sails, Excel masts, and Weichhart booms 
and bases to include in their complete 
Sailboard package. 

We don’t know too much about the 
Sailboard line, because their new releases 
aren’t preceded with a lot of fanfare. 
However, when they come out with a 
board, you can count on it to be sleek and 
fast. Some nice features on this board 
include a sliding pedal daggerboard knob 
and hot graphics. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS; 

The new MC 320 Lite Ace is a con¬ 
tender for the title of fastest and most 
maneuverable board in the popular 320 
class. The board was designed as a 
transitional funboard for the heavyweight 
sailor and an “almost-aH" for women and 
lightweights up to 115 pounds. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

This new 320 is right in line with the 
Sailboard philosophy: speed. I highly 
recommend this board for those who want 
shortboard speed with the bonus of a 
daggerboard. Its gunny outline and fast 
bottom shape allow it to hang right in 


there with most slalom boards, and even board is short and narrow, and with two 
pass others. This board is very fast. The full sets of straps the deck gets cluttered, 

rails are somewhat straight, making the Otherwise, the componentry is cool—the 

Lite Ace better for carving long drawn-out 320 uses the new sliding daggerboard 

turns rather than 
jamming the tight 
ones, but in flat 
water it’s still fun 
to turn. 

The board has 
a really good solid 
knock to it. It 
slices though 
chop and is fun 
for high-speed 
chop hops or 
even jump jibes. 

This is the kind of 
transition board 
on which you can 
learn all the 
shortboarding 
skills you’ll ever 
need, but still not 
outgrow because 
it is essentially a 
shortboard. The 

320 is the sinkiest in the group when pedal. I felt the deck could use a better 
sailing in underpowered conditions, but non-skid, but otherwise. I'd say this is one 
it s pretty good getting up on a plane. of the best boards for getting back in the 

The strap positioning is good, but I straps and blowing the doors off the tran- 
recommend only putting on one set; the sitional and giant slalom boards. 
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'Brien, the only major sailboard 
manufacturer in the US, creates 
boards that are suited for the 
conditions found here. Their 
boards are always good in light air and 
have ample flotation for big sailors. 

Since they do a lot of their work with 
polyethylene, it's not surprising that the 
finish work on their boards is the best in 
the business. O'Brien can put an edge on 
a polyboard like no one else. We were 
also impressed with their durable alumi¬ 
num finbox, which is tied into the deck, 
and their non-skid is excellent. O’Brien's 
componentry is much improved, with the 
best footstraps in the industry and dagger- 
boards that work well. 

Rigs offered include a 5.6 four-batten 
RAF or a 6.3 four-batten RAF, both made 
by Pryde. The two-piece masts, which we 
think are a little too heavy, are still a nice 
bonus for traveling. 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The O’Brien Excellerator is a state-of- 
the art transistion board for today's up 
and coming windsurfer. Standard fea¬ 
tures include an aluminum finbox system 
with a fiberglass fin, centerboard gaskets 
and custom board components. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

O’Brien told me that they put a couple 
of years of work into this board and it 
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1 *01 thoroughly impressed with Tiga 
this year. They have re-tooled the 
molds of their polyboards and have 
come up with a couple of real winners. 
They also offer an epoxy transition board 
called the Team, which we didn’t get a 
chance to ride, but it looks hot. 

The componentry is definitely first- 
rate Tiga mast feet are locked into the 
board simply by inserting and turning the 
foot half a rotation. They also offer rig 
packages with Neil Pryde clamp-on 
booms and all Pryde sails. 

All of their boards come with alumi¬ 
num finboxes and tracks that work with 
ease. The daggerboards are unique in 
that they don’t come out of the box. They 
completely retract for off-the-wind sailing 


feel of a good course board. It sails great 
upwind and is very easy to control. The 
pointing straps are very usable even in 
light winds, and since there are two sets 
of pointers, the board is controllable going 
upwind in high winds as well. Its rails are 
straight and parallel, so it’s easy to lock 
into a track and just cruise. 

I was pleasantly surprised at how early 
this board got planing. The bottom shape 
is a multiple concave that feels nice going 
through the chop. The board has some 
stiffness problems when it encounters 
wakes or chop, but the double-concave 
up front has a nice dampening effect. 

1 also found its speed to be very good. 
The board is so smooth, you don’t really 
get a feeling for how fast you’re going— 
until you look at 
the nose of the 
board riding low 
and fast over the 
water. 

The board 
turns well in both 
planing and non¬ 
planing condi¬ 
tions. The rails, 
which are tucked 
forward, don’t 
catch when going 
intoacarvingturn. 
Overall, this 
board is simply 
excellent. All the 
straps are in good positions, the Spirit is 
easy to get planing, and it maintains its 
fast speed. It cruises over lulls easily for 
its heavy weight and is generally a fun 
board to sail. 

TIGA SWIFT 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

Designer Hughes de Turckheim has 
put together the ideal transition board 
shape in the Tiga Swift board, designed 
for use at that crossover 
all-around pleasure and genuine ^ 

sailing, the Tiga Swift is a ively board 
'"urHuiuHtK-5 uuMWibNis: suitable for everyone, t planes jioes. 

The Tiga Spirit brings the first-time jumps, caives J' „ornnact cen- 

9uyer the latest in design and rigging, wind conditions. .._ 

The double-to-triple-concave design terboard f®-nn- 

9|yes the board excellent handling in board stable and ea y 
chop and early planing abilities. Its full trol. Additional featu e^ncUjde 

^aii It anytime. The board comes com¬ 
plete with an aluminum track, a full set of 
_^^straps, a 14-inch adjustable mast 


positions. The traction is perfect and the 
tail has a comfortable dome. 

This board is also very smooth. Its 
bottom shape is a simple double concave 




The Tiga Spirit features raceboard-like pointing straps and a new sliding 
pedal daggerboard. 


and simple storage. The blade moves by 
sliding a pedal along the deck, rather 
than pulling a knob back and forth—a 
smooth and easy-to-operate system. 

The Tiga sail line (as well as their 
clamp-on booms—standard on both the 
boards we sailed) is designed exclu¬ 
sively by Neil Pryde. At the low end, they 
offer the Club, an easy-to-rig, 5.8 m2, 
three-batten RAF dacron sail. The Vortex 
is a racier sail available in sizes from 4.0 
to 6.5 m2. 

tiga spirit 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 


Tiga*s chop-smoothing “spoon effects" are 
featured on their Swift model. 


with planing rails, but the Swift incorpo¬ 
rates the notorious Tiga “Spoon” effect 
steps in the nose. These supposedly 
smooth out the ride over chop and in¬ 
crease the board's speed by reducing 
the friction of the nose on the water. In 
both instances, the spoon effect seemed 
to work. The function of the spoon effect 
on the Tiga shortboard we saw wasn't too 
apparent, but on the longer boards, with 
heavier noses, such as this model and the 
Race, there was a noticeable decrease in 
friction. 

In any case, the Swift is, in fact, very 
swift. This is an aptly named board. I 
can't say whether it feels lively, as the 
board carries quite a bit of weight, but it is 
fun and it turns very well. It's a model 
transition board because it tracks and 
offers the stability of a longboard, but 
turns like a fun slalom board. 

I didn't find its upwind ability anything 
to get too excited about. The board is 
much more fun as a planing hull, with the 
daggerboard retracted, than a light-wind 
board for puttering around. It's easy to 
get on a plane, though, and when it gets 
really windy, the Swift reduces its surface 
area nicely. I can highly recommend this 
board for recreational sailors looking for 
shortboard fun with longboard sailing 


extension, and a choice of rig sizes. Fun 
bo^ the Spirit is the perfect intro 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 


aluminum track, and custom- 
style footstraps. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS. 

This is quite a hot board. Its 

the shorter of the two recrea¬ 
tional Tigas. but it s stil salable 

light air and easily stable 


■onmea bUmWbNIS: in "y"i , T-Wp 

Even though the Spirit is a heavy, enough to tack and up a 

olid, polyethylene board, it’s still a blast deck feels g . ..u 
jo sail. Shaped by the course board guru It’s not too ^ 

^oghes de Turckheim, the Spirit has the an d the ones it has are mg 
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1 *01 thoroughly impressed with Tiga 
this year. They have re-tooled the 
molds of their polyboards and have 
come up with a couple of real winners. 
They also offer an epoxy transition board 
called the Team, which we didn’t get a 
chance to ride, but it looks hot. 

The componentry is definitely first- 
rate Tiga mast feet are locked into the 
board simply by inserting and turning the 
foot half a rotation. They also offer rig 
packages with Neil Pryde clamp-on 
booms and all Pryde sails. 

All of their boards come with alumi¬ 
num finboxes and tracks that work with 
ease. The daggerboards are unique in 
that they don’t come out of the box. They 
completely retract for off-the-wind sailing 


feel of a good course board. It sails great 
upwind and is very easy to control. The 
pointing straps are very usable even in 
light winds, and since there are two sets 
of pointers, the board is controllable going 
upwind in high winds as well. Its rails are 
straight and parallel, so it’s easy to lock 
into a track and just cruise. 

I was pleasantly surprised at how early 
this board got planing. The bottom shape 
is a multiple concave that feels nice going 
through the chop. The board has some 
stiffness problems when it encounters 
wakes or chop, but the double-concave 
up front has a nice dampening effect. 

1 also found its speed to be very good. 
The board is so smooth, you don’t really 
get a feeling for how fast you’re going— 
until you look at 
the nose of the 
board riding low 
and fast over the 
water. 

The board 
turns well in both 
planing and non¬ 
planing condi¬ 
tions. The rails, 
which are tucked 
forward, don’t 
catch when going 
intoacarvingturn. 
Overall, this 
board is simply 
excellent. All the 
straps are in good positions, the Spirit is 
easy to get planing, and it maintains its 
fast speed. It cruises over lulls easily for 
its heavy weight and is generally a fun 
board to sail. 

TIGA SWIFT 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

Designer Hughes de Turckheim has 
put together the ideal transition board 
shape in the Tiga Swift board, designed 
for use at that crossover 
all-around pleasure and genuine ^ 

sailing, the Tiga Swift is a ively board 
'"urHuiuHtK-5 uuMWibNis: suitable for everyone, t planes jioes. 

The Tiga Spirit brings the first-time jumps, caives J' „ornnact cen- 

9uyer the latest in design and rigging, wind conditions. .._ 

The double-to-triple-concave design terboard f®-nn- 

9|yes the board excellent handling in board stable and ea y 
chop and early planing abilities. Its full trol. Additional featu e^ncUjde 

^aii It anytime. The board comes com¬ 
plete with an aluminum track, a full set of 
_^^straps, a 14-inch adjustable mast 


positions. The traction is perfect and the 
tail has a comfortable dome. 

This board is also very smooth. Its 
bottom shape is a simple double concave 




The Tiga Spirit features raceboard-like pointing straps and a new sliding 
pedal daggerboard. 


and simple storage. The blade moves by 
sliding a pedal along the deck, rather 
than pulling a knob back and forth—a 
smooth and easy-to-operate system. 

The Tiga sail line (as well as their 
clamp-on booms—standard on both the 
boards we sailed) is designed exclu¬ 
sively by Neil Pryde. At the low end, they 
offer the Club, an easy-to-rig, 5.8 m2, 
three-batten RAF dacron sail. The Vortex 
is a racier sail available in sizes from 4.0 
to 6.5 m2. 

tiga spirit 

MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 


Tiga*s chop-smoothing “spoon effects" are 
featured on their Swift model. 


with planing rails, but the Swift incorpo¬ 
rates the notorious Tiga “Spoon” effect 
steps in the nose. These supposedly 
smooth out the ride over chop and in¬ 
crease the board's speed by reducing 
the friction of the nose on the water. In 
both instances, the spoon effect seemed 
to work. The function of the spoon effect 
on the Tiga shortboard we saw wasn't too 
apparent, but on the longer boards, with 
heavier noses, such as this model and the 
Race, there was a noticeable decrease in 
friction. 

In any case, the Swift is, in fact, very 
swift. This is an aptly named board. I 
can't say whether it feels lively, as the 
board carries quite a bit of weight, but it is 
fun and it turns very well. It's a model 
transition board because it tracks and 
offers the stability of a longboard, but 
turns like a fun slalom board. 

I didn't find its upwind ability anything 
to get too excited about. The board is 
much more fun as a planing hull, with the 
daggerboard retracted, than a light-wind 
board for puttering around. It's easy to 
get on a plane, though, and when it gets 
really windy, the Swift reduces its surface 
area nicely. I can highly recommend this 
board for recreational sailors looking for 
shortboard fun with longboard sailing 


extension, and a choice of rig sizes. Fun 
bo^ the Spirit is the perfect intro 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 


aluminum track, and custom- 
style footstraps. 

TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS. 

This is quite a hot board. Its 

the shorter of the two recrea¬ 
tional Tigas. but it s stil salable 

light air and easily stable 


■onmea bUmWbNIS: in "y"i , T-Wp 

Even though the Spirit is a heavy, enough to tack and up a 

olid, polyethylene board, it’s still a blast deck feels g . ..u 
jo sail. Shaped by the course board guru It’s not too ^ 

^oghes de Turckheim, the Spirit has the an d the ones it has are mg 
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Windsurfing the 
Great Bay Way 


BY DEAN KARNAZES 


S an Francisco is one of the few places in the windsurf¬ 
ing world where you can have your cake and eat it, 
too. Sure, you can move to Maui, work as a waiter or 
• waitress, and sail every day. Or you can move to Los 
; Angeles'or New York, work in your respective position, and 
■ dream about windsurfing every waking moment. But 
• nowhere is the dichotomy between work and wind less 
' apparent than in San Francisco. 
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Your windsurfing habit doesn’t have to 
interfere with your yuppie tendencies 
Even in a nine-to-five job, the spring and 
summer winds hold up for that late-after- 
noon session And best of all, weekend 
road trips mean only a quick jaunt across 
the bridge or a mellow drive up the pen¬ 
insula. If there is one prevailing sentiment 
amongst those who sail here, it is that San 
Francisco combines the best of all pos¬ 
sible worlds. 


BSKTEgggBTgia 


It’s quite an experience to be in the ’ 
Coyote Point or Crissy Field parking lot * 
between 3 and 6 p.m. on a breezy after- * 
noon. Work is over and frenzied profes- ’ 
sionals in suits and ties arrive by the ’ 
hordes 

Equipped with slalom board, cam- ’ 
bered sail, and, of course, a shiny new * 
BMW to transport it all, they’re a curious ’ 
lot somewhat unique to the Bay area, a * 
shimmering quintessence of the Amen- * 
can dream. They’re the people who aren’t ’ 
afraid to pay full retail for hardware and ’ 
accessories. Such decadence is rarely * 
displayed in any other sport, with the * 
possible exception of polo or yachting 

But when talking with numerous ’ 
members of this unique modern-day * 
breed, it becomes apparent that, more so * 
than in any other subgroup within the ' 
windsurfing realm, they are addicts in ’ 
their own right. For, to them, windsurfing • 
is a sanctuary in a concrete jungle. 

They’ve consciously opted to live and * 
work in the area, not necessarily because * 
their value system dictates materialism, ' 
but because they wish to contribute * 
positively to the society to which they • 
belong. They’re the lawyers who are • 
actively lobbying for beach access, the • 
humanistic doctors working on a solution • 
to carpal tunnel syndrome, the aspiring * 
politicians fighting for clean water. And • 
the allure of skimming across the water on • 
a nine-foot rocket brings them all together • 
in one quasi-harmonic convergence. 

Those who windsurf to live, rather than • 
live to windsurf, also abound in the San * 
Francisco region. Individuals like racing • 
stars Dave Deisinger and Cat Betts, en- * 
trepreneur Brad Duffy, Team Palo Alto * 
originals Steve Willrich and Paul Bue- • 
loski, and inspiring Olympic hopeful Ted • 
Huang, to name but a few, have molded * 
the boardsailing infra-structure and influ- • 
enced both attitude and orientation • 
throughout the Bay area. 

Once an informal haven for casual • 
competition, the Bay area has evolved • 
into a high-performance arena, where • 
heroes are born and dragons are slain. • 
Hardcore competition has a unique way • 
of weeding out the weak, and many of the • 
early hotties have persisted, even thrived, * 
against the seasonal onslaught of cut- • 
throat international racers. With the Bay • 
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waters so conducive to racing, a subtle 
hint of competition has rippled through 
the scene since day one. 

Undoubtedly, the liberal attitude that 
prevails in Northern California has shaped 
the windsurfing scene to some degree. 
The stigma that usually accompanies 
those who boast a divergent lifestyle 
(found in much of conservative America) 
has been severely undermined in the Bay 
region. 

It's not uncommon to see a new Benz 
or Porsche, complete with roof racks, 
parked next to a rusted-out old VW bus 
with a bumper sticker that appropriately 
reads. "My other car is a Windsurfer" 
And the true beauty of it all is that the car 
owners rig together, push each other out 
in the water, and share similar tales of that 
elusive duck jibe that somehow got away. 

But as much as attitudes and charac¬ 
ters have shaped the Bay area scene, it's 
been the growth of a powerful, research- 
oriented industry that’s nurtured this 
development, like a mother bear watch¬ 
ing over her cubs. It hasn’t been a 
controlling type of relationship: instead, it 
operates like a democracy 

Paralleling the Northern Californian’s 
election behavior. Bay area sailors have 
cast nonpartisan votes toward the prod¬ 
ucts they prefer, consistently choosing 
functionality over hype. This blatant dis¬ 
regard for sizzle has helped keep the 
boardsailing industry on its toes. 

Over the long haul, those who can 
deliver consistently higher quality and 
competitive pricing will persist. Free 
enterprise can be a ruthless system, but 
survival of the fittest will help guarantee 
that the consumer is provided with an 
efficiently-produced product of notewor¬ 
thy quality. 

Already we’ve seen some major 
jockeying in the Bay area windsurfing 
industry and we’re likely to see more in 
the future. Still, when analyzing the local 
windsurfing market, there’s clearly major 
stoke on a sport that's added a refreshing 
dimension to many lives. And members 
of the industry are well aware that they’re 
providing more than just products; they’re 
providing exhilaration to the windsurfing 
masses. Even though the bottom line is 
dollars, it doesn’t take too much "cents" 
to realize that windsurfing in the Bay area 
is life—the rest is details! 


THE SHAKERS AND MOVERS 


Way back B.C. (before camber induc¬ 
ers), the founding fathers of windsurfing 
in the Bay area were a unique and dis¬ 
tinctive lot. Their rugged individualism 
set a precedent in the area, and the 
public’s image of these waif pioneers 
was one of the adventure-driven wild- 
man/woman type. Guys like Bard Chris- 
man, who's designed and built every 
component known to windsurfing—and 
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San Francisco plays host to some of the most innovative companies in the windsurfing industry. 
From left to right, the people behind the firing lines: Tina and Trevor Baylis of Waddell Sails, 
Doug Haut with his latest shaping machine, Clay Feeter and Scott Thompson of the California 
Boardsailor, custom-board shaper Steve Coletta, Randy French of Seatrend, the crew at 
Advanced Surf Design. 


FREESIYIE •> OOUG ACtON 


then some: Steve Sylvester, who nur¬ 
tured the development of custom equip¬ 
ment through the 'TOs; Barbara Ockel. a 
physics student from West Germany who 
took to windsurfing like a free-valance 
electron to hydronium. and the first lady of 
the now infamous Waddell Creek; and 
explorer extraordinaire Kevin Mitchell all 
represented the calm before the storm. 
They were the ones setting standards 
and establishing footholds for a sport that 
no one could foresee erupting into what it 
has become today. 


There are some unforgettable photos * 

• in Glenn Taylor’s book. Windsurfing: The • 

• Complete Guide, first published in ’79. • 

• Framed by the cosmopolitan skyline of • 

• San Fran, it showed guys actually sailing • 

• in winds that were clearly over 12 knots. • 

• andtheyweren’tevenrounding-up! What * 

• an inspiration it was to young grommets • 

• still groveling with the concept of • 

• uphauifng. Wow, these guys up north are * 

• really dialed in. 

And they were! 

It all happened on the windy waters of • 

87 ’ 





























PUT YOUR 

best foot 
STRAP 
\FORWARD! 


a div. ol Tac Trailers 

Strap Wraps are a non-padded protective skin ot 420 denier 
nylon held in place by 2' wide Velcro ®. Their design keeps 
your original strap padding in great shape Strap Wraps also: 


• Feel good! 

• Cost less than replacement straps 

• Last longer than standard neoprene 

• Come in 4 colors and 3 sizes 

Your money back if not completely satisfied. 

Make checks payable to; Jac Trailers 

Rd2 Box 188 Durham Rd. 
Ottsville. PA 18942 

Cost: $5.00 each— Shipping; Free 

Jo determine sire, measure circumference (around) of foot 

strap with tape measure. Please indicate quantity below 


Name_ 

Address, 

City_ 

Zip_ 


Phone (_)_ 

PA residents include 6% sales tax 
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ATTENTION 

DEALERS! 


Carry WindRider the magazine 
of boardsailing! Our package 
includes a minimum of 5 copies 
plus a free display rack, WindRider 
newsletter, free shipping, and 
boat show & regatta promotions. 
You may increase or decrease 
your order to match seasonal 
traffic. Take advantage of our 
dealer program today! 


For pricing and information con¬ 
tact: WindRider Magazine, RO. 
Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790 
(407) 628-4802 


The smallish, surfed-out town of Santa 
Cruz is home to California Boardsatlof 
and a blossoming number of other wind- 
related companies. From fins to wetsuits, 
Santa Cruz has an industry and an influ¬ 
ence in its own right. 

Rainbow Fin Company sits on the 

WINDRIDER 


One of the most exciting events in San 


The Millers shaping away at ASD; Bill Hansen and Bard Crissman working at Windwing; Steve 
Nichols of Williwaw; Glen Dewitt, of Rainbow Fin Company, doing a little R & D work at Waddell 
Creek; Eric Voigt, custom-board shaper; and Bill Reidel, of Stretch Sailboards and Surfboards. 


COASTAL MIGRATION 


CONTEMPORARY TIMES 



Red 

Yellw 

Blue 

Lile Blue 

6-7 in. 





7-8 in. 





8-9 in. 
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If there is one prevailing sentiment among those who windsurf in San Fn 
*‘city by the bay'’ combines the best of all possible worlds. 
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JON FOSTER 


southern fringe of the Santa Cruz region. 
Responsible for much of the R & D asso¬ 
ciated with the slotted fin. Rainbow has 
established itself as a cutting-edge 
company, dedicated to new and innova¬ 
tive product design The best thing about 
Rainbow Fin Company is that the guys 
running the operation, Glen and Danny, 
are just as hungry in the water as they are 
in the office 

Another, more centrally located Santa 
Cruz windsurfing company, is Seatrend 
In ’84. Seatrend developed a top-end 
molded board that was hand-finished. 
They appropriately termed their creation 
the Hybrid Series and it made a state¬ 
ment. 

Soon pictures of top sailors using 
Seatrend Hybrid designs were every¬ 
where. and the company rode on a wave 
of international fame. This recognition 
was well-deserved, and the brains be¬ 
hind the design, Randy French, has defi¬ 
nitely paid some dues both in the windsurf¬ 
ing and surfing shaping room. The top- 
end molded board market is savage, with 
new competition continually bombarding 
the sport. Still, Seatrend’s name is deeply 
etched in the annals of windsurfing. 

Farther north sits the company that's 
changed our perspective on places like 
Waddell Creek or Crissy Field from a 
piercing test of hypothermic endurance 
to an opulent playground of warmth and 
comfort. O’Neill has contributed im¬ 
mensely to our sport, not just with first- 
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boQrdonneters 

ZM^axiniuiii Speed indicators 


SAILBOARDS 

CATAMARANS 

SURFBOARDS 

DAYSAILORS 


• PERFECT FOR TUNING 

• COMPETITION SPEEDS 

• PERSONAL HIGH SPEEDS 

• FUN FOR RENTERS 


Impervious to Salt Water and Sun 

• No Batteries or Wires • 

• Detachable • ^ 


FLORIDA RESIDENTS 
Add 6®o Sales Tax 

Reads 
in mph 


No Tools Required 
Attaches in Minutes 


Indicates Fastest Speed to 50 mph 

Guaranteed Against Mechanical Defects 

SPECIAL “ ONE TIME ” ADVERTISING PROMOTION!! 

The first 2000 units will be sold for (plus lax). 

One BOARDOMETER per family. Additional units at '29.’*' 

645 West Michigan Street / Orlando, Florida 32805 


MasterCard 


Dealer territories available 


(407) 425-0684 
(800) 327-9746 


Allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery. 


rate wetsuits, but with sponsorship dol¬ 
lars and support While other interna¬ 
tional firms were looking at the sport with 
skepticism, O'Neill was making it hap¬ 
pen! We re bound to hear more from 
these guys in the future. 

Santa Cruz probably has more cus¬ 
tom-board shapers than any other re¬ 
gion. From the outrageous Steve Coletla 
to the experienced Doug Haut to the 
immaculate John Mel to the death-defy¬ 
ing (quite literally) Bill "Stretch” Reidel, 
Santa Cruz boardsailors are well-serv¬ 
iced. 

Combine the talents of Steve Coletta 
(who once shaped for Seatrend and now 
shapes under his Waddell Surfsail Cus¬ 
tom Sailboards Company), Doug Haut 
(for Haul Sailboards), John Mel (who 
started with Gordon & Smith and ended 
with Mel), and Bill Reidel (of Stretch Sail¬ 
boards and Surfboards) and you'd have 
close to 100 years of shaping experi¬ 
ence! 

And. if it’s specialty items you’re after, 
there’s the innovative Larry Tuttle, push¬ 
ing the design limits of custom dagger- 
boards, race fins, and skeg boxes, and 
the essential Larry Bird, who uses his 
expertise in metal fabrication to build 
bombproof hardware. 

In the sails department, you’ve got the 
dynamic duo of Tina and Trevor Baylis at 
Waddell Sails. They’ve grown from a 
smallish loft/distrlbution center in the 
neighboring town of Capitola, to a two- 
story loft/retail outlet in northern Santa 
Cruz. Their growth curve is enough to 
arouse even the most sedate MBA. yet 
the impressive figures haven’t come about 
accidentally. Trevor is one of the few 
world-class racers who sails his own 
designs, and Tina has had her share of 
victories, too. But more so than race 
results, hard work and dedication have 
established Waddell Sails as a true in¬ 
dustry leader. 
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SHOWN 
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3 FUNCTIONS: EQUIPMENT CARRIER; KAYAKS. 
S.MALL BOATS. 2 BOARDS. CHAIR; 5 POSITIONS; 

HAND CART; SMALL OUTBOARDS; 
HEAVY ICE CHESTS. FOLDS FLAT 
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916^21-2189 
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Bob Miller, ihe shaper of Advance Surf 
Designs (ASD), once said. “I’m not get¬ 
ting rich off the sport, but I’m having more 
fun than money can buy!" If his books 
were analyzed, his story would wash. 

The same holds true for guys like 
Glenn MePhee of Pure Fun. Eric Voigt, 
and Gerard Lejonc. They’re the guys 
pushing the design limit, constantly test¬ 
ing new and potentially functional muta¬ 
tions on the ^heme. The same refinement 
that took surfing nearly half a century to 
accomplish was achieved in sailboard 
design in under a decade. Although it’s 
often a thankless job. they’re the ones re¬ 
sponsible for the rapid evolution of sail¬ 
boards. 

ASD’s Bob Miller somehow manages 
to pump out eight to 12 boards a week, 
while still windsurfing full time. As far as 
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Olympic hopeful Ted Huang catching some 
air at Coyote Point. 


FBEESrvtEO • 

shaping is concerned, he feels there’s no • 
substitute for TOW (time on water). • 
“Theory is well and fine, but functionality • 
the bottom line," he says with a grin. • 
Pure Fun shaper Glen McPhee has • 
taken theory to its logical extreme, em- • 
ploying CAD (computer-aided design) to • 
generate rocker profiles and template • 
outlines. Yet, on any given day he’s out • 
shredding with the best of them, testing • 
lis boards and adding the human touch • 
his designs. 

San Francisco Bay remains the epi- • 
center of research and design in many • 
minds. With consistently strong winds, • 
open beach access, and major industry • 
within jibing distance, it’s no wonder so • 
many aspiring companies call San Fran- • 
cisco their home base. 

Windwing is one such company. • 
Based out of Berkeley, a new concept • 
be conceived, constructed, and • 
ested within a matter of hours. But, • 
nnovation is no substitute for quality • 
construction, and if there’s one overrid- • 
philosophy at Windwing designs, it’s • 
heir uncompromising commitment to • 
quality. It's a solid concept, and one that • 
propelled them to the top. 

Another company built on quality and • 
nnovation is Airwave. The company’s • 
founder, Mark Dupaix, had a simple strat- • 
egy; develop an ergonomically designed ■ 
line of software, stay in touch with the • 
market, and give a superb Greco-Roman ■ 


WE MAKE THE FINS 

YOU SET THE Limsi ruMO... 
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High Performance. Low Stress. 


Straps adjust battens to 
individual's contour 


Batten sleeves 
allow for back 
support adjustment 
by changing 
batten stiffness 



Adjustable lumbar strap 
keeps harness in position 
for lower beck support 


High cut 
supports 
lower back 

lightweight construction 
Md ergonomic design 
allows for body flexure 



Side strap buckles 
located for easy 
entty/relsase 


JMWhinuMin 
*wble position 


7he Williwaw^chestand 
seat harnesses are unique 
products offering proper 
anatomical back support 
for windsurfing." 


Ed McLaughlin, Jr., MD 
Lecturer in Sportsmedicine, 
Director of Fitness Testing Lab 
U.C. Berkeley 


MO 


Williwaw Surf A Sail Accessories 
1512 Jasmine Street San Mateo CA 94402 
4I5/34S-S307 FAXNI9349-I747 


willljww (w 1 r e-wd), n. Sudden violent gust of 

oowwn atong a nKXjntainous 
Often force 12 (hurricane winds from 
jysupward). NaulicaltermofAleutIndian 






































Two Lofts By The Bay 


BY TOM JAMES 


a t’s probably just a coincidence... 
that the two hottest “small" sail- 
makers in the country are both in 
the Bay area. Actually, though, it is 
here, in the drag racing capitol of the 
States, that some of the most competi¬ 
tive sailors in the world live and train, 
and both lofts take advantage of this 
fact. At any given Berkeley weekend 
race, the two dominate the local scene; 
even in the major national events, the 
progressive Waddell triangle logo and 
the graceful Windwing bird logo can be 
seen with the leaders. 

Both lofts have strong sailing back¬ 
grounds. Bill Hansen of Wind wing raced 
extensively on Cal 20s, while Trevor and 
Tina Baylis of Waddell, and Windwing’s 
co-designer, Bard Chrisman, have been 
racing with and against each other in 
boats for 20 years. Now their sails are 
out there fighting it out. In reality, the two 
lofts seem to have more respect for 
each other than rivalry. 

Bill Hansen’s Windwing loft was first 
on the scene. It has occupied the same 
Berkeley building since the loft's first 
days in 1982. While Berkeley does not 
have the reputation of being the windi¬ 
est part of the Bay, it certainly is the most 
enthusiastic when it comes to course 
board and slalom racing, 
i At first, Hansen was mainly making 
! surf sails for the hardcore group of origi¬ 
nal Bay-area surfsailors, but eventually 
branched out to both racing and speed 
sails. He says the Bay area has condi¬ 
tions suitable for designing specialty 
sails for all aspects of windsurfing. 

"For versatility and range, the Bay is 
the best place in the country. We have 
world-class wavesailing at WaddeH, with 
conditions as punishing as anywhere. 
There is world-class speed sailing at 
Bodega Bay and San Luis Reservoir, 
and for course and slalom sailing, the 
Bay can’t be beat." 

Often, he and Chrisman will start off 
in Berkeley with 6.7s on their course 
boards, beat all the way to Crissy, where 
it’s blowing 4.5, then sail back. For runs 
such as these 30-mile epics, a sail has 
to be designed with a lot of versatility. 
He says that if you want a sail to perform 
well in a particular environment, you 
have to design it there, and credits 
testing in the Bay for giving his sails a 
wide wind range. 

Clearly, the season for wind in the 
Bay area is March through October, but 
Hansen says this doesn't hurt his testing 
progress. "We test all year long, but we 


of September. Since we hand-make all 
the sails in the loft, we're not afraid to 
change something mid-season. We're 
inclined to make changes all year-round 
and are always testing new designs." 



Between sail testing and designing, Trevor 
Baylis still finds time to compete on the World 
Cup. 


DOUGACtON 

Now that Bard Chrisman is working 
full-time with the loft. Hansen says they 
have more opportunities for testing. 
“Before Bard. I was designing three lines 
of sails, with seven sizes in each line. 
Now that Bard is doing all our race sails, 
I have more time to build something, then 
go sail it." 

Of course, Hansen concedes that good 
sails can be made anywhere. This inter¬ 
view took place in the Gorge, and the 
differences between the lofts there and 
ones back in the Bay area seemed very 
significant. First, he noted that there 
wasn't much foot traffic in the Bay, so 
people weren't walking off the streets into 
the loft and paying retail for the sails 
directly from the manufacturer. 

Second, the San Francisco area is one 
of the most expensive places in the coun¬ 
try to live and set up a business. Hansen 
says trying to scrape a living making 
board sails is not easily done. Tina and 
Trevor Baylis of Waddeil Sails were in 
Maui at the time of this interview, a view¬ 
point which provided them with a unique 
perspective of the differences between a 
loft in Maui and one in the Bay^ 


"People on Maui are just cruising 
and they aren’t there to make money," 
says Trevor. “We worked really hard to 
make our small business a little bigger. 
We looked at our business and decided 
to run it like a company, and hopefully, 
we can make a decent living off it." 

In addition, Trevor notes that the av¬ 
erage guy in the Bay area can afford to 
have much more equipment. Even 
though his coastal homebase of Santa 
Cruz Is notoriously windy, light-air sail¬ 
ing is an accepted fact and people buy 
the.necessary equipment that allows 
them to sail in all conditions. 

Tina and Trevor have been making 
sails since '84. right about the time the 
first RAFs were coming out. Trevor says 
when he first saw RAFs, he thought they 
were too full in the head and didn’t have 
enough twist. Then, he says his ego 
took over, making him think. “Hey. I can 
make better sails than this." By '85, they 
were officially Waddell Surf Sails, and 
made only custom sails, all of which 
Trevor says were prototypes. It was 
mostly Tina’s idea to go production, 
because she felt only a very small per¬ 
centage of people were good enough 
or finicky enough to know what they 
wanted. 

Tina feels the Bay area is a good 
place to have a loft, but not the only 
good place, Trevor says it’s a good 
place, as long as you’re willing to travel 
In the winter. “In the season, I can go 
sailing eight minutes from the loft. 
Sometimes, I finish a sail, throw It in the 
van, and I’m out on the water testing it 
within 15 minutes. The fact that winter 
exists and I can’t do my testing on the 
water here Is a bummer, but there are 
plenty of other things to do and I never 
seem to run out of work.’’ 

Although there is not a strong racing 
scene in Santa Cruz, Waddell’s reputa¬ 
tion is built around their team's—mostly 
Trevor’s—race results. Trevor mainly 
tests alone, but to get to practice with a 
group, he says he can always go to the 
Bay. "Once you leave the Bay and get 
out on the coast, you get the 'work 
enough to go sailing attitude,"’ Trevor 
claims. He says Berkeley is where the 
technicians are and he goes there to 
test against some fast sailors, but he 
feels that the sailors there are more 
worried about competing with each other 
than competing with the world's sailors, 
who Trevor says he is more interested iri 
competing against. Both he and Tina 
have a talent for looking at the overall 
picture. 
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Designed by a creative designer, these new Australian Ultra Light Chariots are 
so versatile they will carry several boards at highway speeds for long durations. 
They are light enough for one person to unhitch and handle, pull to the beach 
and back to the car. 

They can easily be converted to bike or ski earners. 


Space Age 4-Wheel Windchariot™ 
& 2-Wheel Windshaw™ 


Eior more information contact Gefco at (602) 967-4141 

or write to Gefco Mfg. Inc., 1724 West 10th Place, lempe, AZ 85281. 

All chariots can be shipped via UPS. 



★ Light ★ Versatile 

★ Sturdy ★ Inexpensive 

•k Depanment of Transportation Approved 


freestyle massage. (Just kidding, Mark.) 
In actuality, Dupaix is a local chiropractor 
and has transferred his expertise in bio¬ 
mechanics into a fine array of harnesses, 
footstraps, and other accessories. 

These “established" companies are 
kept on their toes by an onslaught of 
eager newcomers. Breaking into the Bay 
area windsurfing market isn't an easy 
task, especially if there’s no parent com¬ 
pany carrying the operation through the 
almost inevitable losses incurred during 
the first few years. Still, there are those 
that have endured the growing pains and 
are energetically fighting for an existing 
market share. 

You hear about the ones that muscle in 
and find their niche. Companies like 
Steve Nichols’ Williwaw—feisty and fresh, 
with the vitality of raw youth—or Sally 
Lindsay’s Spinnaker Shop are prime 
examples. And who can overlook the 
intrepid antics of Schacter & Rosen at 
Coastal Winds Windsurfing Gear, travel¬ 
ing from the East Coast to set up shop in 
the land of sourdough and fog? 

Most of the members of these compa¬ 
nies are pursuing more than the Ameri¬ 
can dream; they’re looking for the inner 
satisfaction that can be acquired only by 
doing something they truly enjoy, and 
doing it well. San Francisco was built on 
the tireless dreams of ’49ers, men and 
women with a vision. The windsurfing 
industry, in this most illustrious of cities, is 
built on that same gleaming image. 
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e walked along the downtown 
streets, talked to the people of 
San Francisco, and got their 
reactions to a purposefully vague ques¬ 
tion. From the responses we received, it 
was clear that windsurfing has definitely 
entered the life of San Francisco. 

What are your feelings about 
windsurfing in San Francisco? 

Steve Webber, attorney 

“Sure I've tried it, but not here, it’s too 
cold! Could you define your terms? 
What’s feelings? You mean see it? Sure, 
I've seen it, how could you not have seen 
windsurfing, living in San Francisco? Is 
this some kind of promotional scheme? 
Where’s the release form I need to sign? 
This could be illegal. Under section 
03284...“ 

We walked away quickly, 

Dan Morse, free-lance writer 

“It’s fantastic! I took a lesson over in 
Sausalito and loved it. Unfortunately, I 
haven’t been able to do it again, it’s so 
expensive and work has been slow. Say, 
what magazine are you guys working 



for? What’s the editor like? Could I get her 
name and number from you..." 


We walked away very quickly. 

Christina Mantel, Tory Hargrove, 
sales assistants 

Christina: ’’I gota kinda bad taste in my 
mouth; I used to date a sailboarder from 
Berkeley. I think he loved his board more 
than me!” Tory Hargrove. “I did it in 
Greece where I didn’t have to wear 
anything." Our eyebrows elevated. "But, 
it’s too cold here." Both; “Are you guys 
sure you’re from a magazine?" 

They walked away quickly. 

Charina Franoisco, pretzel sales¬ 
woman 






TEST A NAUnX BOOM AT ONE OF 
THESE NAUnX TEST CENTERS 


PORT SPORTS 
P0RTLAT40ME 
(207)775-6080 


SEASONINGS 

AMAGANSEHNY 

(516)267-6055 


CAI^AMSAILCRAFT 
CAMBRIDGE LIA 
(617)661-7702 


J M WINDSURFING 
WILSON WY 
(716)751-6511 


EUROPA 
CAMBRIDGE MA 
(617)497-0309 


SAILING CErnER OF WESTERN NY 
ROCHESTER NY 
(716)342-9580 


MAOO MIKES WINDSURFING 
BOSTON MA 

(617)451-6181 (701)267-0964 


BUZZARDSBAYSAILBOARDS 
H,(ARI0NMA MORRISTOWN NJ 


(617)748-1646 


(201)994 0603 


SKI 8 SPORT SHACK 
WAKEFIELD MA 
(617)245-1990 


HEINO S SKI PARLOUR 

PEOUA/iNOCANJ 

(201)696-3044 


ISLAND V/INOSURFING 

MlOOLETaWNRI 

(401)846-4421 


LONG BEACH SURF SUPPLY 

SHIPBOnOMNJ 

(609)494-5454 


THE BOARD SHOP 
STAMFORD CT 
(203)323-6888 


HILLS AND TRAILS 
WESTFIELD NJ 
(201)654-1991 


SAILWAYS 
BRIDGEPORT CT 
(203)336-9463 


SKI DEN SPORTS 
JOHNSTOV/NPA 
(814)536-8869 


WET FUN 

P0RTSM1THNH 

(603)430-8626 


TWELVE MOON TRADERS 
YORK PA 
(717)846-3132 


NASHUA SKI AND SPORT 
NASHUA NH 
(603)888-1214 


WINDSURFING ANNAPOLIS 

ANNAPOLIS 

(301)269-6673 


ISLAND WINDSURFING 
NEW YORK NY 
(212)744-2000 


CUSTOM WINDSURFING 
VIRGINIA BEACH VA 
(804)460-3084 


ALPINE OUTFIHERS 
RICHMOND VA 
(804)794-4172 


EASTERN SPORTS 
NEWPORT NEWS VA 
(804)872-7292 


V/INOSURFING HAHERAS 

AVONNC 

(919)995-4970 


KITTY HAWK SPORTS 

NAGGSHEAONC 

(919)441-4124 


NORTH BEACH SAILING 

OUCKNC 

(919)261-6262 


TACKLE SHACK 
PINELLAS PARK a 
(613)546-5080 


NORDIC SPORTS 
EASTTAWASMI 
(517)362-2001 


SURF RIDER SAILBOARDS 

WiCrilTAKS 

(316)721-6900 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN MARINE 
DENVER CO 
(203)669-7873 


THE PRO SHOP 
SEATTLE WA 


(206)577-1580 


MARIAHANDSUN 
LOS GATOS CA 


(408)358-8021 


WINDSURF WAREHOUSE 
south SAN FRANCISCO CA 
(115)568-1714 


ALAMEDA SAILBOARDS 
ALAMEDA CA 
(415)522-8966 


TRI city SPORTING GOODS 

FREEMONTCA 

(415)651-9600 


LEES MARINE 

ISLETONCA 

(916)777-6775 


INLAND SAILING 
RANCHO CORDOVA CA 
(916)454 3966 


SAN PEDRO SAILBOARDS 

SANPEOROCA 

(213)833-3397 


LONG BEACH WIND SURF CENTER 
LONG BEACH CA 
(213)433-1014 


SAILBOARD WEST 

SANPEOROCA 

(213)548-3537 


NEV/PORTSKICO 
NEWPORT BEACH CA 
(713)631-3280 


WINDY SAILS 
VANNUYSCA 


(818)997-6494 


SAN DIEGO SAILING CENTER 
SAN DIEGO CA 
(619)488-0651 


PREVAILING WINDSURFING 
WINCHESTER MA 
(617)721-2768 


SKI MARKET 
WALTHAM MA 


(617)731-6100 


NEW HAMPSHIRE KOBIE CAT 

SEABROOKNH 

(603)474-3661 


19191744-2000 (9W)WJW 


HAV/AIIAN SAILBOARDS 

NORTHPORTNY 

(516)757-4315 

WATER ISUND SAIL 
BAYPORT fiY 
(516)472-4812 

V/IND AND SURF SHOPPE 
MONTAUX NY 
(516)668-2300 

MORICHES BEACH AND SURF 
CENTER MORICHES NY 
(516)874-3942 

LAKE HOPATCONG SAILBOARD 
LAKE HOPATCONG NJ 
(201)663-1495 

HILLS AND TRAILS 

V/ESTFIELONJ 

(201)654-1991 

CHESKOS SURF N'SUCH 
BEAVER FALLS PA 
(412)843-8469 

WINDSURFING UNLIMITED 
ANNAPOLIS MO 

(301) 268-6719 

EASTOFFAAUI 

MMINGTONOE 

(302) 654-5337 

WEATHER NIARK 
BUFORD GA 
(404)945-0788 

GUMBEES WINDSURFING 

PORTCHARLOHEa 

(813)625-4400 

WIND HAVEN SURF AND SAIL 
MERRin ISLAND a 
(407)452-WINO 

SAILOR'S WAREHOUSE 

GAINSVILLEa 

(904)373-7596 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARD 
HOLLY HILL a 
(904)255-4977 


LONGITUDE 80 
INDIAN HARBOR BEACH FL 
(407) 773-1720 

WINDSURFING ORLANDO 

ORLAf/OO.a 

(407)2490234 

V/INO AND WAVES 
BATON ROUGE LA 
(504)388-7753 

INLAND SAILBOATS SHIP STORE 
DALLAS TX 
(214)350-8000 

RON scon SKI AND SAIL 
FORT WORTH TX 
(817)244-1955 

COASTLINE STYLES 
KEEGO HARBOR Ml 
(313)682-2601 

SPORTSWORLO 
TRAVERSE CITY Ml 
(616)946-3102 

WINDSPORTS INC 
EVANSVILLE IN 
(812)473-1002 

OUTPOST SUNSPORT 
FORT COLLINS CO 
(303)482-1069 

FOOTHILL VILLAGE SPORTS OEN 
SALT LAKE CITY UT 
(801)582-5611 

HELMOFSUNVAUEY 
SAN CARLOS CA 
(415)591-6889 

UNICORN SAILING CENTER 
HENDERSON NV 
(702)564-3700 

ALPINE SPORTS 

RENONV 

(702)825-7632 

NAUTIX HIGH WIND CENTERS/ 
VELA TRAVEL. BAJA 4 ARUBA 
(415)326-1669 





































Streets Of San Fi?ancisco 


Michael Dillow, bartender 

“Never tried it, never talked about it, 
never even seen it. I live a sheltered life. 
I don't know anyone who does it. It’s too 
expensive and time consuming. Also, 
it’s too healthy, anything that healthy 
can’t be good for you!” 


Dim Sum, Wei Knung Young, stu¬ 
dents 

“Ah... windsurfing! Yes... windsurfing! 
Bedy goudlll Yes... Have seen, would 
like to try! Oh... bedy nice camera!! Auto 
focus? Auto flash? Where you get? Can 
I try?" 

Doug, the photographer, walked away 
quickly. 


Terrence Jordon, architecture 
student/punk rocker 

"I used to do it when I lived in Utah— 
windsurfing’s rad, dude! Haven’t done 
it out here. I heard you need to take a 
test, get a license, and wear a life-jacket 
to do it around here. Typical!" He rides 
his skateboard up the sidewalk, nearly 
taking out two old ladies. "Seems like 
you need a permit for everything around 
this place!" 






The Place: Ft. Lauderdale, FL The Race: 88 World Productwn 
Pros are using the Nautix aluminum QL boom. Why? Be^n|t 
front and rear ends), lighter (high performance alurnih^^H 
adjust (Quick Lock front end; Twist Lock adjustable-CTl^M 
io 'A,hw Rir andGaastra.have chgi^^^l 


"It looks scary, flying through the air 
like that!" You do it on the water, Charina. 
"Oh, yeah, windsurfing. I'm afraid of the 
water, I don't like the cold, and I can't 
swim! But I've seen them over by the 
stadium in [Candlestick Park] and when 
crossing the bridge [Crissy Field]. They’re 
all crazy!!” 


John Doe, Jim Beam R & D team 

"Windsurfing, huh, it’s nothing... Try 
a shot of this! I used to live up at Crissy 
Field before I found this more centrally 
located bench. I don’t see much 
windsurfing anymore..." Followed by a 
belch. “Listen, if you see TJ [presuma¬ 
bly Tom James], tell him I miss him. We 
used to live under the same overpass; 
he was a good neighbor." 





































AITKEN 11-10/210 liters/ 

35 pounds/6.0 fathead sail/ 
adjustable boom/$669 retail 

AITKEN 104/140 liters/ 

32 pounds/6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully 
battened sail/$715 retail 

AITKEN 96-S/122 liters/25 pounds/ 
6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully battened sail/ 
$715 retail 


AITKEN 9^/104 liters/20 pounds/$399 retail 


For more information or the dealer nearest 
you, contact AITKEN INDUSTRIES 
213-3234)291 or write P.O. Box 3134, 

Gardena, CA 90247 


\ 

VUTKEN 104,96-S and 94) 
WITH MOLDED-IN 
ALUMINUM FIN BOX!! 
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Rigging and sail 
changes are a 
breeze with the 
quick release 
pop-out base! 


The “Quick Release” 
Mast Base 


FEATURES INCLUDE: 

• I “ increment adj. 

• Collar to pin leash 

• Easy release cup 

• U.j. swim saver 

• The “gap closer” 

downhaul cleat 

• Quick release 

pop-out base 
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San Francisco Area 
Windsurfing Shops 



FREESmE O OOOG ACTON 


California Sailboards 

1290 Powell Street 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
415-652-5757 

City Front Sailboard 

2936 Lyon Street 

San Francisco. CA 94123 

415-929-SURF 

Sausalito Sailboards 

4000 Bridgeway 
Sausalito, CA 94965 
415-331-7873 

Sea Level Sports 

247 California Dr. 

Burlingame. CA 94010 
415-965-7474 

Spinnaker Sailing 

3160 Stierlin Road 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
415-965-7474 

Windsurfing Berkeley 

18270 5 81 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
415-932-7873 

Windsports San Francisco 

3620 Wawona 

San Francisco, CA 94116 

415-753-8828 or 415-459-1171 

Windsurf Warehouse 

405 S. Airport Blvd. 

S. San Francisco, CA 94080 

415- 588-1714 

Wise Surfbioards 

3149 Vincente Street 
San Francisco, CA 94101 

416- 665-7745 
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STOP! 


Before you buy — get 
the information you 
need to make the best 
choice and get the 
most for your money; 
WINDRIDERS Reader 
Service Card makes 
it easy to get more 
indepth information 
about the products or 
services you see adver¬ 
tised in this issue. It’s 
quick and it’s FREE! 


Follow the instructions 
below to receive free 
information from the 
advertisers of your 
choice 

1. Circle the numbers 
on the card that cor¬ 
respond to the reader 
serwce number at the 
bottom of the adver- 
tisementfs) that inter¬ 
est you. 

2. Clearly print your 
name and address 
where indicated. Tfear 
out the card and mail. 

3. More information on 
the products/services 
jx)U circled will be 
mailed directly to you 
free of charge by toe 
advertisetls). 
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Steve Wolrich flying high at Coyote Point. 


multi-sail 

TWO SAILS IN OMFI 


1-800-D0 MULTI 


OR vvR/rf ro 

’’5' /.M/rr/ER 4vf 
California 


iliKfi: 1QAQ 


FREESavE O DOUG ACTON 


lte>*fSe(vice75 
















































PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 


POSTAL SERVICE 
WILL NOT 
DEUVER 

UNLESS STAMPED 
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PRODUCT 

INFORMATION 


STOP! 


Before you buy — get 
the information you 
need to make the best 
choice and get the 
most for your money; 
WINDRIDERS Reader 
Service Card makes 
it easy to get more 
indepth information 
about the products or 
services you see adver¬ 
tised in this issue It's 
quick and it's FREE! 


Follow the instructions 
below to receive free 
information from the 
advertisers of your 
choice 

1. Circle the numbers 
on the card that cor¬ 
respond to the reader 
service number at the 
bottom of the adver¬ 
tisements) that inter¬ 
est you. 

2. Clearly print your 
name and address 
where indicated. Tbar 
out the card and mail. 

3. More information on 
the products/services 
you circled wfll be 
mailed directly to you 
free of charge by fte 
advertiser(s). 


icisco, CA94116 
415-753-8828 or 415-459-1171 


Rigging and sail 
changes are a 
breeze with the 
quick release 
popK)ut base! 






Windsurf Warehouse 

405 S. Airport Blvd. 

S. San Francisco. CA 94080 
415-588-1714 




Wise Surfboards 

3149 Vincente Street 
San Francisco. CA 94101 
415-665-7745 


WINDRIDER 
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The San Francisco Bay area is not a 
windsurfing travel destination in and of 
itself. It doesn’t attract herds of wind¬ 
seeking sheep the way Aruba, the Gorge, 
or Maui do. People just don’t plan their 
vacations around the southbound traffic 
towards Coyote Point, 4mm wetsuits in 
the middle of summer, and hell-bent ebb 
tides. 

Yet, the wind in San Francisco is as 
consistent as that of any "high-wind" 
destination. And, when it comes to alter¬ 
native activities, SF goes way beyond the 
call of duty. Where else can you have dim 
sun for breakfast, a quick morning long- 
board run, your Gold Card maxed out at 
Neiman Marcus (a.k.a. Needless Mark¬ 
ups) before noon, lunch at Fisherman’s 
Wharf, a speed-sailing session at Can¬ 
dlestick to wash it ail down, post go-out 
cocktails at the Hard Rock Cafe, an eve¬ 
ning sail at Crissy, a chocolate dinner at 
Ghirardelli Square, catch a cable car to a 
night show, party with a pink-haired punk 
at the DNA, and still have 50 alternatives 
to sleep available! Maybe it’s a blessing 
in disguise that more people don’t con¬ 
sider San Fran a legitimate windsurfing 
travel destination—how many days like 
that could a person possibly handle? 

In the windsurfing world, the unique 
diversity of the San Francisco windsurf¬ 
ing scene is unparalleled. It’s more than 
just the elation of sailing in consistent 25- 




FULLY ADJUSTABLE TO ACCOMMODATE YOUR PERSONAL QUIVER 


Holds 3 Boards 
Any Size 

Installs in Minutes 
by Placing (2) J 
Hooks in Your 
Ceiling Joist (inci) 
Fits Any Standard 
8’ Ceiling 
Super Strong 
Nylon Webbing 
Durable Quick- 
release Buckles 
Efficient Use 
of Space 
Separate Access 
to Each Piece of 
Equipment 
Fully Guaranteed 
fcr One Year 


products 


Made in 


Paleni Perdii 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT FROM 

All Wet Surf Products, P.O. Box 368 Cambria. CA 93428 Telephone; 805- 927-1178 
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OR WRITE TO 

MULTl-SAlL 1781 WHiTTiER AVE 
COSTA MESA CALIFORNIA 92627 
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from the makers of the 1988 U S Sailing Team Shirt 

Official Gorge 


T-Shirts and Sweatshirts 

The Columbia River Gorge in Oregon is where they sail faster & higher than 
anywhere else in the world—with 20-50 knots winds daily Push the outside 
of the envelope and order your shirt today' 

Hot colors. Fluorescent Blue. Wild Razberry. Fluorescent Green and Navy on White. 
Sizes’ small, medium, large & x-large Front left chest print Back full-size print 


T-Shirts: 100% heavyweight cotton -shortsleeve $12. longsleeve $16. 
Sweatshirts: 7oz 50150polylcotton blend — $22. 



High Wind Sailing At Its Best! 


ORDER NOW; Send checks to Belter Promotions. Dept. W. Box 26192. 
Shoreview, MN 55126 or call (612) 429-1292 Please specify size and add $1 
for shipping on each item. 


Major 

credit cards 
accepted 



Piyde&Joy 

Free boom with sail purchase! 


Buy any Neil Pryde '89 Slalom or Slalom 
Lite series sail at Madd Mike’s regular 
low price until June 30, and we’ll give 
you a top-of-the-line Pryde harness or a 
set of brand new Neil Pryde booms, 
complete with the famous Chinook 
clamjKin front end. 


Vladd Mifce^s Windsurfing 

u Thaver Street, Boston 



FREE 

Same-Day 

Shipping- 


Guaranteed 

Lowest 

Prices... 


No-Hassle 

Returns! 

CAU! 


PREESTLYE V DOUG ACTON 



Windsurfing in San Francisco is more than 
just the elation of sailing in consistent 25 - 
knot fog winds—it’s an extension of the indi< 
vidualism that pervades the area. 


knot fog winds. Anyone who's experi¬ 
enced the sensation of sailing under the 
Golden Gate Bridge knows the feeling... 
the picture-perfect skyline, the sweet smell 
of sourdough and boiled crab, the aura of 
a city that has sought free expression 
since its founding. 

Windsurfing in this city of cities is a 
conscious extension of the individualism 
that pervades the land, the first overt 
indications of metropolitan evolution. It is 
an honor to be amongst the first genera¬ 
tion of boardsailors, as we all are, but it is 
also a responsibility Destiny of the sport- 
on the beach, in the industry, and in the 
eyes of the public—is in our hands. 

The groundwork that’s been laid 
around the greater San Francisco area is 
pleasing to behold. There is a solid 
industry. The boardsailing association is 
700 strong. There is cohesion and friend¬ 
ship. So. without further ado, may the 
second generation of windsurfing in San 
Francisco proudly commence! • 


Dean Karnazes wishes to thank Tule Ward, 
Brian White. Doug Acton. Clay Feeter, 
Glen Dewitt, the SF Visitor Information 
Center, Scott Thompson. Bob Miller. 
Danny Rainbow. Dr. Ron Barbieri. Katie 
Griffith, The SF Chronicle. Paul Buelow. 
Mike Perry, The Chamber of Commerce, 
Glenn Taylor (through “Windsurfing: 
TCG"), Kate Astle, and countless others. 
He dedicates this article to the sailors of 
San Francisco. 



























XSTREAMLIIME WINDSURFING THE QUIVER GEAR BAG 



GETTING 
YOU THERE 


. . . that's the point with our '89.Quiver Gear Bag. 

It's an innovative and remarkably convenient way of organiz¬ 
ing all your sailing equipment into one, easy-to-handle bag. 

Designed for trouble free car top transportation, its unique, 
rear zipper entry system allows for instant access to your gear 
without ever having to remove the bag itself. 

The main compartment holds three to four sails, booms, and 

a two piece mast. The outer pocket stores universals, boom 
extensions and other sailing hardware. 

And a special run of 1000 Denier Cordura offers you the most 
durable protection available, as well as a custom dye-lot selection 
of unique colors. 

Get the best from your Windsurfing with Xstreamline Wind¬ 
surfing Quality Accessories. 

For more information and the location of your nearej 
Xstreamline Windsurfing dealer, call 213-518-1972 or write 51 i 
North Figueroa St., Wilmington, CA 90744. 


Other Qiuility XSL Accessories: Board Bags, Surf Slalom Harness, 
Tin Quiver Bag, Surf Slalom Mast 
Boot, Harness line attachments. 
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XS11REAMLINE 
WlfSiofsURFING 

YOUR ULTIMATE EDGE 
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Send your order to ^ 

Northern Aquatic, P.O. Box 520, 
Chazy, NY, 12921-0520 

IyouF saFITorde^ 


Course Race 
Size Price 


Radical Spee 
Size Prici 

4.4 268. 
4.9 298. 

5.4 338. 

6.5 378. 


Name: _ 
Address; 


RAF Wavefoil 


Cheque.Q Visa.'Q orM.CrQ 

Card n\ _ 

Expiry date:_ 

Signature;__ 




1 Model 

Size 

-1 

Price 










Shippinq 


$12.00 

Total 


$ 


OouSlStartten poekeB... • M glued 4 double stitched construction... One year wa^ 

■ ItoamaifawijidtiJ-lllOBdy backgMW^^ ___ 
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Serfiac “Two in One” 


W hen two-piece masts were in¬ 
vented years back, only the 
most serious traveler would 
consider sailing with them, 
they were heavier and usually had a 
funny kink in their bends. Now, most com¬ 
panies have the bend under control, but 
sometimes the two-piece masts are more 



trouble than they’re worth. Windsurfers 
don't exactly need another piece of 
gear—it's bad enough having to worry 
about if you brought the right mast, let 
alone whether you brought both pieces of 

It. 

Until last year, two-piece masts 
hadn't changed much since the original 
was conceived. Then, at a trade show. I 
noticed a bunch of new Serfiac masts. 
Serfiac is known for producing quality 
masts, but these were just too unusual. 
The small, gold-colored, aluminum masts 
appeared to be only about eight feet tall, 
with no taper. Obviously, something was 
wrong and when I asked. I was pleasantly 
surprised. 

The rep pulled off a plastic cap, 
pressed a pin-button, and out slid the top 
half of the mast. Ingenious—a two-piece 
mast that stores its slimmer top piece 
inside the bottom piece when not in use. 
To set up. you just slide the mast out and 
the top fits into the bottom. So rather than 
sliding the top over a slimmer dowel, the 
top fits into the bottom about eight inches, 
then rests on a ring that's riveted to the 
inside of the bottom piece. 

For a year, this “two in one" was only 
available in the softer gold, but this year, 
it's also available in Serfiac’s popular 
green mast. It fits right into your quiver 
bag. without the two pieces clinking 
around, and generally is a very clean 
system. This is the way all two-piece 
masts should be. Contact Murrays Ma¬ 
rine, PO Box 490, Carpenteria. CA 93013, 
805-684-5446. or circle reader service 
card number W.—Tom James 
mill nil 


Two-Piece 

Mast 

■ 

Boom 

Mania 


JUNE 1989 


Seastems Booms 


I t's here, it's there, it’s everywhere! 
Clamp-on mania has descended 
upon the boardsailing masses, and 
just when you thought you had seen 
them all. one more has just come out. This 
one is made in West Germany by S & B 
SeastemSp and if you read the “Boom 


Test" article In the May '89 issue of Wind- 
Rider, you would have seen that it was 
one of the stiffest booms and had one of 
the highest stiffness-to-weight ratios. At 
the time of the tests, however, the S & B 
front end was still under development, so 
we didn’t include It in the boom-end test. 
Two months later, the S & B clamp-on 
boom is ready for action! Upon closer 
inspection, you can see that this clamp- 
on is different than most in two ways. 
First, it uses a Kevlar belt with a rectangu¬ 
lar ring attached to it for securing the 
boom, rather than line. This makes the 
rigging process somewhat easier as all 
you have to do is hook the ringed belt in 
the appropriate place, instead of thread¬ 
ing lines through or around parts of the 
end. Once the belt is in place, a lever on 


the top of the boom clamps everything 
into place just as securely (if not more so) 
as some of the better clamp-ons on the 
market. Needless to say, this boom was 
on there when I tested it, and nothing 
would move it. 

The second interesting feature about 
these booms is the way the front end is 
connected to the main body. The boom 
tubes are sleeved and clipped Into place, 
similar to several other dismountable 
clamp-ons, but there is a large amount of 
vertical play where they are clipped. This 
allows the boom tubes to rotate around 
the front end sleeves to an extent, and 
this rotation moves the clew up or down. 

Simply stated, the height of the clew 
end of the boom can be adjusted, 
thereby ensuring that the boom does not 
adversely affect the leech tension in the 
sail. Several other booms achieve this by 
using a torsion bridge that flexes to allow 
the clew to change height. Unfortu¬ 
nately, they also flex in other directions, 
too, and so they don’t feel very stiff. In any 
case, once the clew height is set on the S 
& B, it becomes one stiff boom, both in 
body and in front end. 


Contact Splashdance Inc.. Up-Front 
Windsurfing, 207 Government Street. 
Niceville, FL 32578. or circle reader serv¬ 
ice card number 169.—Paf LeMehaute 


Shark Footgrips 


F or you weight-conscious 
boardsailors. Shark Technology] 
has developed a new method of 
shaving off a pound or two. No. ] 
we’re not talking diet pills here, but rather ’ 
the Shark Full Competition Footgrips.' 
Shark Technology’s innovative R & D has 
come up with a comfortable footstrap that * 
weighs just over one ounce and doesn’t ] 
absorb a noticeable amount of water. 
































DASHIN' DA VE ON HIS DOUBLE CONCA VE 


800-544-WIND TO PLACE YOUR ORDER OR 


This RAF Radial Slalom sail has been 
specially built for Sailways by Freedom. 
With its Draft Stabilizer Strap, the sail 
shape is "locked in" for incredible accel¬ 
eration, a broad wind range and an un- 
paralelled top end speed. Top quality 
scrim mylars make sail lightweight and 
durable. This is the ideal all around RAF 
slalom sail. 


SIZE 

MAST 

BOOM 

CAT# 

PRICE 

4.7 

15*0"* 

5*5" 

FRSRS47 

$349 

5.4 

157"- 

6’r 

FRSRS54 

$364 

6.3 

16’3"- 

6'8" 

FRSRS63 

$379 

7.1 

16'9- 

7'4" 

FRSRS71 

$392 


O'Neill Reflex Convertible With Snake Skin. A warm and 
flexible one piece steamer with removable sleeves. 3mm 
Nylon 1 (Snake Skin) body with 2mm Nylon 1 (Snake Skin) 
sleeves. Vertical back zipper and snug Htting neck seal. 
Men's XS - XXL & MT, Women's 8-16 (even sizes only). 
Water temperature range >50 degrees. 

Order # ONL9161 (men) #ONL9461 (worn.) $169 

Order Your Free 64 Page 
Sailways Catalog Today! 


Neil Pryde Slalom Booms. A very stiff and 
durable micro-adjustable slalom boom com’ 
plete with a Chinook clip on front end. Avail¬ 
able in two lengths. 88 degree bend 
accomodates any RAF or camber induced sail. 
Specially priced! $149 


jail ways has the best selection of high 
performance slalom boards available 
from Ace Tec, Angulo, Fanatic, F2, Hi 
Tech, Jimmy Lewis, Seatrend, West 
Winds, Windsurfing Hawaii and many 
more! Call today formore information 


Da Kine Speed Seat. A high qual¬ 
ity, full support scat harness which 
offers comfort and durability. 
Available in Unisex sizes XS - XL. 


Assorted colors available. $79.95 


VISIT A SAILWAYS NEAR YOU! 


Sailways Windbome +Sailways 

299 Wordin Ave. Summit Place. Rt. 1 
Bridgeport, CT 06605 Branford. CT 06405 


Sailways of Mystic 
2 Pearl St. 
Mystic, CT 06355 


Sailways of Manhattan Sailways of New City Sailways of Southampton Sailways of Plymouth 
859 Broadway 14 North Main St. 1686 North Hwy., Rl. 27 303 Court St, 

New York, NY New City, NY 10956 Southampton. NY 11968 Plymouth, MA 02360 
Grand Opening 914.639-WlND 516-283-WlND 508-747-0553 













To see just how much difference in 
weight these straps make when com¬ 
pared to your average Velcro/neoprene- 
lype strap. I performed a small scientific 
test with my trusty triple-beam scale 

First, these straps were two to three 
times lighter than the other straps. The 
Footgrips only weighed 09 pounds 
whereas the other straps weighed 25 
pounds on the average. Second, these 
straps didn’t gam any significant weight 
when they were wet (.005 pounds to be 
exact!). The other straps gained about 
two-thirds of an ounce (.04 pounds) when 
wet. 

What this all boils down to is that these 
straps will save you between .75 pounds 
and one pound on your typical slalom 



■ board (with four footstraps), and between 

• 1.5 pounds and two pounds on your 
‘ course board (with eight straps). And 

• that's enough to make a difference in the 

• performance of any board. 

But, anybody can make a light foot- 

• strap. All you have to do is get some 

• plastic webbing and screw it onto your 

• board. The trick is to make it comfortable, 

• and Footgrips excel in this area. They're 

• padded with a foam that is similar to the 

• stuff used on booms and they were just as 

• comfortable as heavily padded neoprene 

• footstraps when I sailed with them. These 
‘ are probably the only lightweight foot- 

• straps you can use barefoot without hav- 

• ing to worry about sores or blisters. 

The only disadvantage to these 

• straps (if you can call It that) Is that you 

• can't adjust them when you're out on the 

• water, unless you carry a screwdriver. 

• Adjusting them on land is relatively easy, 

• though, since you only have to loosen the 

• footstrap screws a little (rather than pull- 

• ing them out completely), thanks to an 

• adjustment slot in the plastic webbing. 

So, if you want to help your board trim 

• down a little and lose a pound or two, try 

• aFootgrip. Your board will be ever grate- 

• ful. Contact Shark Technology Inc., 795 

• South High St., Denver, CO 80209, or 

• circle reader service card number 170. 

• —Pat LeMehaute 
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ANDRE LEFEBVRE - France’s Pioneer Sail Designer 
1989 Sizes and Prices, call for the dealer 
nearest you. Before you buy anyone else’s 
sail and pay too much, check out a 1989 ANDRE SAIL 
because the wind can’t tell the difference but you can. 



1989 


Madd Mike's. Boston MA (617) 451-6181 
Mike Banker (owner); “not just an alternative, the Andre sailsare serious 
competitor’s" ^ , 

PI7A pflCC 


SAILS 


WAVE SAILS 


Size 

2.8M 

3.3M 

4.0M 

4.5M 

5.0M 

5.7M 


boom/mast 


3'1 OVIST $248.00 
4’2V15T $252.00 
4'6715’3’ $258.00 
4’10V15T $265.00 
5T/15T $272.00 
5’9716T $280.00 


Windsurfing Orlando. Orlando 
FI (407) 249-0234 
Tom Cangelose (owner): “the 
best sail value for your dollar, 
period! 



4.7M 4’2715T $328.00 

5.5M 4’10715T $345.00 

6.5M 5’6716’0- $373.00 

7.5M 6’6716T $402.00 


POWER LEECH 

Power Leech: Revolutionary Leech System, One 
sail to handle wide range of wind conditions, see 
article 1989 Jan. issue IfWodsur/Magazine and in 
German Surf Magazine. 


Surfs Up, Keego Harbor Ml (313) 681-9100 

Kirt Manecke (owner): “unbeatable quality at unbeatable prices” 



SPEED SLALOM 


4.5M 

5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5M 


4’10715T $260.00 
5’6715T $280.00 
6'6716'0* $304.00 
7'3716T $341.00 


Windy Sails Inc, Van Nuys CA 8.4M 
(818)997-6494 9.2M 

Mike Sph/a (team rider): “the lO.OM 
hottest new sails to hit our 1 1 .qm 

area this year” 


5'6719’5- $382.00 

6’6719’5- $404.00 

7'6719'5- $422.00 

8'0719’5- $440.00 


Gorge Windsurfing. The Dalles OR 
(503) 298-8796 

Ryan Rooper (owner): “a TEIJIN 
mylar sail at dacron prices with 
performance thafs hard to beat” 


JUMBO SAILS 



1989 HAWAII PRODUCT SAILS 


SLALOM 



4.0M 4’11715’3’ $195.00 

4.5M 5’4715’3' $200,00 

Mylar sail with front luff panel 5.0M 5'8715'3' $208.00 

dacron, with sailbag, special 57M 6’37157’ $220.00 

plastic vario top and tapered 5 4^ 6'6716T $230.00 

*"”*"^**' 7.0M 7'3716’5- $240.00 

8.0M 7'6-/16’8- $260.00 

9.0M 8’0717T $280.00 



Kitty Hawk 
Sports, Nags 
Head NC (919) 
441-4124 
Keith Wood 
(director): “easy 
to rig. easy to 
handle, and easy 
on the pocket 
book” 



FUNLINE 

Dacron Sail with 
reinforced mylar, 
supplied with sailbag. 


4.0M 

5’3715’3* 

$128.00 

4.6M 

5’9715’3* 

$134.00 

5.2M 

6’3715’3* 

$140.00 

6.0M 

6’r/15’3* 

$146.00 


Phil Boerstler (owner): 
"wonderful quality, very 
reasonable price” 


^WiruLuxfing of ^Poii (Dianne 

’On the Port Orange Causeway' 

Accross The Street From Daytona's Premier Windsurfing Location* 

92 Dunlawton Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 • (904) 767-8904 

Shipping & Handling charge $5 Ihroughout Mainland USA In Florida add 6% sa>es tax We accept check, money order. Visa, MasterCard 

Call for info on your closest dealer! 
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EQUIPMENT 

TIP 


4 A A 4 4 


T here are quite a few production 
boards that have slippery decks, 
especially after they've been 
through the mill several times. 
This can often lead to frustrating 
maneuvers, like losing your footing 
during a jibe or slipping onto your 
posterior in a tack. The easiest way to 
avoid these situations and regain a grip 
on your board is simply to wear booties, 
of which there are a wide variety on the 
market specifically designed for 


Is Your 
Non-Skid 
Slipping? 


BY PAT LEMEHAUTE 


boardsailing 

Of course, for the purist who must 
be directly connected to the deck in 
order to feel every nuance of his 
board s performance, booties are an 
unacceptable alternative And so. the 
only other option is to reapply some sort 
of non-skid on the board 

To this end. there are several com¬ 
panies manufacturing spray-on non- 
skids that work with varying degrees of 
success. However, none of them come 


































SUMMER MELODy 

PACKAGE 




Jump into this one now with both feet! For a limited time BIC Sport 
^ offers the choice of two exciting summer money-saving boardsailing 
packages. Buy a BIC Melody and choose from two package deals worth 
$300 each at retail! From free sails, rigs, polo shirts and sailboard racks 
plus a subscription to WindRider—the popular sailboard magazine here s the one source, 
and one chance, to get your feet wet in boardsailing and save big besides! See your participat¬ 
ing BIC Sport dealer now for details! 

GET WET WITH THE CHOICE OF 
2 EXCITING BOARDSAILING PACKAGE DEALS! 


“STARTUP” 

PACKAGE: * 

•3.5m* Junior Rig 

• BiC Airforce 
Polo Shirt 

• BIC SportRack 
Sailboard Rack 
• One-Year 
subscription to 
WindRider 

FREE 

RETAIL VALUE: $300. 



BUILD A QUIVER” 

PACKAGE: * 

• UP Twin Rad 
Slalom Sail 

• BIC Airforce 
Polo Shirt 

• One-Year 
subscription 
to WindRider 

FREE 

RETAIL VALUE: $300. 


I 

I 


il 

l|l 


1 

I 



•Offer expires July 5,1989. Product must 
be purchased between May 26 and July 5. 
1989. Void where prohibited or ttstnaed. 
Supplies are limited. BIC Spon reserves 
the right to substitute any item for product 
of similar style and value. Offer valid only 
intheU.SA 





























Power Steering With a Twist 




only ^y^ QS 


Madd IVfikefs Windsurfing 

54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118 

(617) 451-6181 


Cut rigging and derigging time and extend the lives of 
your mast and booms. One lever rids your rig of nasty 
inhaul torque while securing a tight connection...even 
lets you adjust boom 
height on the water. 


• Sold wth '89 Fleetwood 
and Neil Pryde Booms. 

• Fits boom 32 mil or 11/4" 
outside diameter with 
approx. 88 front end bend. 

• Easily installed (custom 
installation kits available) 

• Quiver discounts 
available 
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SERIOUS SPEED. 


That’s the reason we devetoped the 
Hammerhead'", a new high aspect ratio, 
uncompromising speed sail for those who 
want to break the l^endary 40'knot 
barrier. It's no coincidence that the 
Hammerhead design resembles a highly 
efficient jet aircraft rear wing. This ultimate 
shape features a unique tapered rec¬ 
tangular planfotm: a square mast tip: a 
foot that totally seals the deck: and a 
sem'Higid "wing" shape mast lairing. No 
gimmicks, lust aerodynamically proven 
features combined to minimize induced 
drag. The result is a sail that delivers 
predse handling even in the strongest 


winds. Its low center of effort remains rock 
solid for more controlled power as your 
apparent wind buiids. This provides a high 
wind range of performance and fantastic 
speed. Constructed of durable TYilaminate 
double-sided mylar and Kevlar® 
reinforced. Call or write today for more info. 
Seriously. 

Banzai Surf Sails 
38807 Harper 
Mt. Clemens, Ml 48043 
(313)468-7540 
(313) 468-9732 FAX 

tlS. Patent *4593638 


close to the clean, professional-looking, * 
an6 highly effective sugar-(jeck—the 
primary method of “decking" used by 
custom-board builders Although sugar 
decking requires a little more skill and 
time (with emphasis on “a little") than 
spraying on a can of non-skid, it’s still 
easy enough for anybody to do a 
professional-looking job 

THE PROCEDURE 

Sugar decking is a simple, seven- 
step procedure that can be done in 
less than half an hour (excluding resin- 
drying time). To sugar-deck effectively, 
you will need the following items: 

1. Sailboard—with no. or very poor, 
non-skid. 

2 Resin—polyester-gloss resin is 
preferable, because it will dry much 
faster, but epoxy resin works just as 
well. Your best bet is to get some from 
your local sailboard or surfboard 
builder, because it’s most likely to be 
perfectly clear. Other places to get 
resin are marine stores, auto-parts 
stores, or hardware stores, but it may 
be tinted (i.e., yellow, brown, or purple). 

3. Resin thinner—styrene or xylene 
for polyester, xylene for epoxy. 

4. Two-inch wide masking tape. 

5. Four-inch wide paint brush 

6. 320- and 220-grit sandpaper. 

7. One cup of sugar—salt has been 
(and can be) used, but it absorbs 
moisture, adversely affecting the curing 
process. 

Once you have acquired the neces¬ 
sary ingredients, you are ready to start 
cooking! 

The first step is to clean the board 
deck to remove any oil or dirt that might 
prevent the resin from adhering. If your 
board has an epoxy or polyester finish, 
the easiest way to clean it is to wipe it 
with a rag moistened with acetone. 
However, most production boards have 
polycarbonate or acrylic skins that 
dissolve easily if touched by acetone. 

The best way to clean these boards is 
to lightly sand the deck with 400-grit 
sandpaper. Of course, if your board is 
brand-new, it should already have a 
clean deck and no surface prepping 
will be required. 

The second step is to tape off the 
area that is to be sugar decked. The 
tape will prevent resin from getting on 
other parts of the board, giving you a 
clean deck line. Start at the tail and 
guide the masking tape about one to 
four inches (depending on the rail 
shape) above the bottom of the board 
as you move forward to the nose. Be 
careful to apply the tape in a smooth, 
continuous line. Although this is only 
for cosmetic reasons, a waving deck 
line may make the board seem asym¬ 
metrical or poorly shaped. During this 
step, you’ll also want to cover the mast 
track box and any footstrap insert holes 
with tape. 
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Once the board is taped off, the 
’ third step is to mix and thin the resin. 

’ The deck will require about two cups of 
’ resin thinned with one ounce of xylene 
’ or styrene. Thinning the resin will 
’ reduce the weight of the sugar deck to 

• about one ounce and minimize the 
’ abrasiveness of the deck. 

Step four, after the resin is pre- 
’ pared, is to paint it onto the deck. Pour 
’ almost all of the resin down the center- 
line of the board and then work it out 
‘ toward the rails with long strokes up 

■ and down the length of the board. 

’ Once the deck area is completely wet, 

• continue to stroke up and down the 

’ board to ensure a thin, smooth coat. 

’ Make sure you cover the floor, as the 
’ excess resin may drip off the tape. 

The fifth step is to throw the sugar 
' onto the board. Two different tech- 
’ nlques can be used. The first is the 
’ underhand method. This motion is very 
' similar to tossing grapes into a friend’s 
’ mouth (you want to give the sugar a 
’ high arc so that it will disperse itself 
’ uniformly as it descends onto the 
' board). This technique Is best to use 

■ first to cover most of the board. The 
’ second technique is the overhand 

‘ method. It has more precision and is. 

’ therefore, better suited for "sugaring” 

’ small spots on the board. This method 
’ is similar to throwing a dart. Take a 
’ small clump of sugar and flick it (using, 

• primarily, your wrist) at an unsugared 

’ spot. In fact, you may want to practice 
’ these motions beforehand by throwing 
’ darts and/or tossing grapes into a 

■ friend’s mouth. 

Once the deck has a uniform distri- 
‘ bution of sugar on it, the next step Is to 
’ peel the tape off the rails and covered 

• regions, after the resin has started 

‘ curing. For polyester resin, it will take 

• about half an hour after mixing; and for 
’ epoxy, it’s one to two hours. Peeling 

’ the tape while the resin dries will 
' prevent the resin from dripping to the 

• undecked regions, and at the same 

■ time prevent the masking tape from 

• being "resined" to your rails. 

The final step is to wash the board 

• off with water to dissolve the sugar 

• granules. Be sure do this as soon as 

• possible after the resin has completely 

• cured (or put the board in a hermeti- 

• cally sealed room), because ants love 

• freshly sugar-decked boards. If the 

• resulting deck is a little too abrasive, 

• you may want to lightly sand it with 220- 

• grit sandpaper. 

' If you have followed all the steps 

• outlined above correctly, you should be 

• ready to enjoy your new deck the next 

• day. ■ 


• Now we know why Technical Editor Pat 

• LeMehaute is often referred to as "Sug- 

• arfoot,” He*s also rumored to have a 

• whole quiver of sweet-sailing boards. 
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Order only 1-800-562-6268 
Tech Info 1-207-985-2064 
Visa - Master Card - Discover accepted 
CALL OR WRITE FOR COMPLETE SAIL + ACC. CATALOG 


Sports Connection 

76 Brown Street 
Kennebunk, Me. 04043 

Your Satisfaction Guaranteed 

FREE SHIPPING CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


RACE 

OR CRUISE - 
JUMBO 
CAMBERS 
TURN LIGHT 
AIR INTO 
GO power! 


SPECIAL 

SAIL-MAST-BOOM 
9.0 - $745 
10.0-$790 
11.0-$820 


THE PROVEN 
WINNERS - 
AT A PRICE YOU 
CAN AFFORD 


SAILS ONLY 

9.0 - $380 
10.0 - $435 
11.0-$465 

ADD - $35 FOR 
MONORLM 



When The Wind St<^ Get Your 


Winger Sports, Ltd. 


ORDER DIRECT — 

1 Winger"* Water Balloon 
Slingshot, 144 Balloons, and 1 
Filler Attachment for: 

^9.95 

Postage paid (in USA). 

Visa. M«st8(Card a Chada aocapted. 

-OR- 

SEE YOUR DEALER 

1306W. County Road F Arden Hills, MN 55112 1-80O434-8508 
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THE RIGHT 
CONNECTION 


BACK TALK 


W illiwaw's “Off the Lip" chest 
harness helps the surf or 
light-air sailor avoid back¬ 
aches. Adjustable battens 
offer unique back support, allowing 
freedom of movement while distributing 
the force bilaterally from shoulder blade 
to pelvis. Manufactured with the finest 
quality L200 foam, 420 Denier nylon, 
and polypropylene webbing, the 
Williwaw chest harness is available in a 
variety of colors and comes in sizes 
small/medium and medium/large. 

For more information, contact 
Williwaw Surf & Sail Accessories, 1512 
Jasmine Street. San Mateo, CA 94402. 
or circle reader service card number 
101 . 


L, ^ he new Stop and Go rig/board 
connection from North Sails 
makes a mast track out of your 
finbox. This new product from 
North Tuning Program can be used 
on all slalom and wave boards. It’s fast 
and easy to adjust without tools, even 
on the water, and cannot be disas¬ 
sembled by accident because it’s fixed 
through an additional plastic plate with 
a safety lock. The flexible rubber on 
the bottom of the Stop and Go system . 
ensures a perfect fit on all different 
board surfaces and absorbs shocks 
from waves. It’s been designed to 
optimize sail draft position in relation to 
lateral board surface. 

For more information, contact 
Windline International, 3301 Meridian 
Avenue. Seattle, WA. or circle reader 
service card number 104. 


WHAT’S NEW IN 
BOOMTOWN 


n ooking for a boom that will fit your 
board just right? Then you'll 
I really like what Hawaiian Pro Line 
—2 has to offer. They manufacture 
custom booms and hardware for the 
professional, amateur, and recreational 
sailor. Their custom booms are the only 
"true custom" booms available to the 
general public in Hawaii—and possibly 
the world! Each boom is custom 
designed to the individual’s specifica¬ 
tions, utilizing their choice of boom 
ends, grip type, bend, adjustment 
technique, and type of aluminum. 

To get the low-down, contact 
Hawaiian Pro Line, 111 Hana Highway, 
Kahului, Maui, HI 96732, or circle 
reader service card number 103. 


SAILS THAT 
SIMMER 


_I or 1989, Simmer Style has four 

^ proven sail concepts that offer the 
I customer a realistic choice 

J difference. Changes for '89 

include the addition of a small "flex 
panel" along the luff sleeve of the 
Superlight wave sail and a new tapered 
mast sleeve on the surf slalom sail. 
Along with the race slalom sails, which 
are faster than ever. Simmer Style will 
add the speed sail to its line this year. 
It’s a sail that accelerates fast, holds 
power through lulls, and keeps on 
accelerating—even when you’re ready 
to bail out. 

To find out more about these speedy 
sails, contact Simmer Style Inc., PO Box 
547, Haiku, HI 96708, or circle reader 
service card number 100. 



















































narly old footstraps making your, 
p ^ deck look ugly? And the price , 
1 Ji of new ones looks even uglier? 
VaJj Then check out Strap Wraps by 
BradMiley. Strap Wraps are non- 
padded protective skins of 420-denier 
nylon that cover your footstraps. 

They’re held in place with Velcro for 
easy access to adjustments. They also 
protect new footstraps. Strap Wraps 
are available in four happening colors 
and three bodacious sizes. 

Contact Brad Miley, RD 2, Box 188, 
Durham Road. Ottsville, PA 18942, or 
circle reader service card number 105. 


EYE-POPPING 

CORKS 


"I n ere's a hot new look for summer 
^ eyewear from Peterson Associ- 
n ates. "The Bobbit" Is a strap for 
J LI sunglasses made from hand- 
painted natural cork, and Is designed to 
float and turn heads on the beach. It 
looks great from behind and it’s so light 
you don't even know you've got it on. 
The Bobbit comes in two-tone, beach- 
ball designs in white with red, black, 
blue, yellow, green, orange, or aqua 
with a black nylon cord included. It’s 
the perfect summer-wear accessory. 

To find out more, contact Peterson 
Associates Inc., 225 Highfield Lane, 
Nutley, NJ 07110, or circle reader 
service card number 107. 


TOTE THAT BOARD! 

ave all your energy for the 
waves with the Ultratote 
Sailboard Carrier. The Ultratote 
Sailboard Carrier and Bicycle 
Adaptor eliminates the hassles of 
sailing. Its patented, stainless-steel 
design, high-impact rims, and tube tires 
make loading and unloading a snap. 


GET MORE FIBER 

S pectra sailboard rope is the first 
control line designed specifically 
for sailboards using the new 
fiber Spectra 900. Spectra is the 
lewest high-tech fiber used in bullet- 
3roof armor and sailcloth reinforcement, 
t's lighter and stronger than Kevlar and 
is flexible as polyester, but less water 


absorbent. The fluorescent sleeve has 
a slightly softer, nubby texture, allowing 
for better grip when wet and giving 
improved knot and cleat holding ability 
in all conditions. 

For more information, contact Prime) 
Marketing. PO Box 505, Benicia. CA 
94510, or circle reader service card 
number 109. 


You can carry all your sailboard 
equipment at one time over sand and 
rough terrain. 

For more information, contact 
Ultratote. PO Box 974, Summerland. 
CA 93067, or Murray's Marine, PO Box 
490, Carpinteria, CA 93013, or circle 
reader service card number 108. 


WRAP AND GO 
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THE BREEZE IN BE 


* Pierce Hoover, the editor of Spori Fishing 
[ and editorial consultant for WindRider. 

* went to check out the fishing and 
windsurfing in Belize... 


(most every issue, we write 
/ A \ about yet another windsurfing 
/ ^ \ destination that is just waiting to 
Lr\l be discovered. But in this case, 
those of us who have been there aren’t 
sure if we want to share our secret with 
everyone else. 

It’s not like we’re talking about the 
world's windiest waters or the biggest 
waves—although there Is enough wind to 
keep shortboarders happy, and even a 
few waves—no, the reason we don’t want 
a whole horde of tourists descending on 
Belize is because we want to save it for 
our own private enjoyment. 

Picture this: balmy trade winds that 
blow a steady 20 knots through much of 
the spring, pristine barrier reefs, shel¬ 
tered dear-water lagoons, white sand 
beaches, friendly natives—and not a 
fast-food restaurant, high-rise hotel, or a 
paved road within 100 miles. 

Could it get any better than this? Yes, 
because you don’t have to paddle a 
dugout canoe to reach this beach and 
you won’t have to make a tent out of your 
sail to sleep under. Instead, you can hop 
a jet In the States In the morning, transfer 
to a small plane around noon, and be 


Belize 

□ 

; Long Beach 

Island 

□ 

; Deadman’s 
Basin 

• sailing before sunset. 

You can unpack your bags in a clean 

• hotel room with hot showers, select a 

• rental board from a full line of new Mistral 

• products, and solicit the help of a friendly 

• instructor, if you so desire.You can even 

• drink the water—although most people 

• prefer the margaritas. 

Okay, so we’ve teased you long 

• enough. Now it's time to give you the 

• straight story on... 


Right about now, most people are 

• putting a book marker in their magazine 

• while they search the shelves for a world 

• atlas. 

If you want to find Belize, look on the 
' page for Central America and find the 

• hump of the Yucatan peninsula on the 
’ Caribbean side of lower Mexico. Right at 
' the base of the Yucatan there is a little 

• country called Belize; it used to be British 

• Honduras, but it’s independent these 

• days. 

Belize is home to jaguars, tapirs, rain 

• forests, and 160,000 people. There isn’t a 
' traffic light, a McDonald’s, or a shopping 
' center in the whole country. It’s pure Latin 

• America, but there are no revolutions. 

• soldiers, or border wars, and everyone 

• speaks English. 

Much of the country remains undevel- 

• oped and the wilderness areas are fast 

• becoming an “in" destination among bird 

• watchers and naturalists, who can enjoy 

• a real-life nature safari without traveling 
' halKvay around the world and dealing 

• v/ith an unstable government. 

Scuba divers also know where Belize 
' is, because the reef that runs a«ong the 

• nation’s coast is the second-iorgest coral 
' barrier reef in the world and hosts a tre- 
' mendous diversity of undersea life. The 

• cays and atolls that dot the coastline are 

• also ideal for a cruising sailboat, with 

• enough snug anchorages, uninhabited 
' islands, and deserted beaches to keep 

• any chamber of commerce happy. 
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DARRELL JONES 


Since Belize doesn't have a chamber 

• of commerce, these wonderful waters 

• remain relatively undiscovered and unex- 

• ploited. The only "resort complex" to 

• speak of exists on Ambergris Cay at the 

• fishing village of San Pedro. 

Regular flights connect San Pedro 

• with the mainland and a number of small 
■ hotels offer accommodations ranging 

• from grass huts to air-conditioned rooms 

• with satellite television. The town is a mix 

• of old and new, complete with sand 

• streets and rustic native dwellings, but 

• well-stocked with cold beer and clean 

• bed linens. 

' The beach town is protected from 

• easterly swells and trade winds by the 

• barrier reef that lies some 300 yards off- 

• shore. This reef not only provides fantas- 

• tic diving, but also creates a large, shel- 

• tered, sand-bottom lagoon with an off- 

• shore wind. 

• It was this combination of warm water, 

• wind, and sheltered sailing conditions 

• that first attracted David Childs to San 

• Pedro. Childs, a long-time ski instructor 

• and a resident of Vail. Colorado, moved to . 

• Belize several years ago to start 

• Windsurfing Belize. 

Operating from the Sun Breeze Beach 

• Resort, he offers a full range of rental and 

• instructional packages, and his company 

• is an official Mistral Highwind center. His 

• rental equipment includes 20 Mistral 

• shortboards (Diamond heads. Challenge 

• Flexes, and the new Screamer), 10 

• Equipe race boards, 12 transitional 

• boards, and a full range of beginner 

• boards, including a new extra-wide twin 

• fin design nicknamed the “aircraft car- 

• rier." 

Coming from a skiing background at 

• the resort that popularized the GLM 

• (graduated-length method), it seems 

• natural that Childs has developed a simi- 

• lar teaching style for windsurfers, equip- 

• ping beginners with small, easily man- 
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welcomes you to MSLlli with... i 

O the best sailing conditions In the v/orld 
O Maul’s largest and best rental fleet 
O Maul’s best lesson programs 
O Maul’s best retail facility 

Travel Packages: 

O Air O Deluxe Condo 


O Equipment with 
unlimited exchange 








O Car 


7 NiglltS: 

' per person/double occupancy/midweek west coast flights 

Reservations or Information: 

800o367oS 047, ext. 170 
808-572-5601 




In Canada, call SjJCnUUfs 
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Toronto 416-929-0009 
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Hawaiian Island Windsiirfing 

460 Dairy Road, Kahului. Maui. Hawaii 96732 / 



















































































































ageable sails that they can uphaul and 
maneuver comfortably, and Increasing 
the sail size as the student gains confi¬ 
dence and skill. 

For the advanced sailor, Belize 
Windsurfing offers acres of flatwater sail¬ 
ing, along with the chance of wave riding 
and jumping at various breaks In the reef, 
and big swells outside the reef for chal¬ 
lenging open-water sailing. 

Summer winds average 12 to 15 knots 
from May on into August, with fall condi¬ 
tions varying from good to poor. The high- 
wind season gets undenA^ay around 
Christmas. The trade winds kick in from 
January to April, with plenty of 20- and 25- 
knot days. 

On San Pedro, even the lulls aren’t 
bad, because, in addition to windsurfing, 
there is enough diving, fishing, and sun¬ 
bathing on the island to fill months of 
vacations. This fact should be especially 
appealing to those of you who travel with 
a non-sailing companion, because said 
party can keep him or herself pleasantly 
occupied with related beach-type activi¬ 
ties while you sail your brains out. 

Will Belize become the next Aruba or 
the next Maul? Probably not. But that suits 
most people who know the place just fine. 
* If you are in search of a fresh breeze, 
clean water, and a location that’s just 
enough off the beaten path to keep the 
crowds thinned down, look into Belize... 
but don’t tell them we sent you. 


LONG BEACH 
: ISLAND, NJ 

. * Less than 60 miles southeast of Phila¬ 
delphia lies Long Beach Island. As Jack 
Busko explains, this billion-dollar sand¬ 
bar offers a variety of boardsailing condi¬ 
tions and locations. 

L ong Beach Island (LBI) is a barrier 
Island just off the coast of south¬ 
eastern New Jersey. Less than a 
mile wide and 18 miles long. Long 
Beach Island’s nautical history extends 
back to pre-revolutionary times. Each of 
* the five island towns is rich in history and 
■ culture. 

At the northern end of the island, is the 
’ town of Barnegat Light, a quaint commer- 
’ cial fishing town resting on the shores of 
Barnegat inlet and the infamous Barne- 
’ gat shoal. The shoal is a rather large 
* spear of sand, about a quarter-mile wide, 
■ that juts out into the Atlantic Ocean just 
' south of Barnegat inlet. It’s a graveyard to 
' the hundreds of ships that perished there 
‘ over the last 300 years. 

The same shoals that have plagued 
’ boaters for centuries, now serve as LBI’s 
’ premiere surfsailing playground. This 
■ surfsailing spot is best during the spring 
’ and fall months, when a three-day north- 
■ easter sweeps up along the coast from 
’ Cape Hatteras. Gale-force winds and 



Less than a mile wide and only 18 miles long, 
Long Beach Island offers more than its fair 
share of great wave jumping and flat-water 
sailing. 
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land of Enchantment 


Storrie Lake 

Sail warm desert 
winds in mountain 
terrain. Try New 
Mexicans best! 

Join us for the 

Storrie Book 
Classic IV Regatta 
July 1-4 

For infomution call: 

Las Vcgas-San Miguel 
Chamber of Commerce 
(505) 425-8631 or (505) 425-3057 
727 Grand Ave, 

Las Vegas, NM 87701 


Storrie Book Classic IV Regatta Sponsored by Santa Fe Sailboard Fleet^ 



The 

Ultimate 
Caribbean 
Vacation 


In all the world, there is only one Bitter 
End...the world-class sailing resort on 
North Sound. Where you’ll sail sunny 
days away on our fleet of Sunfish, 
Lasers, Rhodes 19’s, J-24*s and Mistral 
Sailboards. 

Where diversions abound! Excursions. 
Starlight dinner sails. Scuba and snorkel- 
ing. Lessons from pros at our Sailing 
School. Regattas. Or simply unwind on 
two perfect beaches and tan yourself 
bronze! 

Accommodations are deluxe in Villas or 
Chalets with spectacular views. Our ser¬ 
vice will spoil you. Our cuisine is famed! 

Yachtsmen from all over the world have 
made us their rendezvous. Make us 
yours! 

BITTER END 
YACHT CLUB 

Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands 

For free brochures, reservations; 

Bitter End Yacht Club, International 
1-800-872-2392. 875 N. Michigan, #3707 
Chicago, IL 60611. Or see your travel agent. 































Complete Hi-Tech sailboard and 
equipment rentals (beginner to • 

expert) •• 

Alan Cadiz s "Hawaiian 
Sailboarding Techniques ' 
instruction 


Call Maui Windsuriari 

Toll Free: 1-800-367-8047 e*!. 334 


at Hi-Tech Sailboards 
^dtiH.)ii.illii|hwa,s Kahuiui, HI 96732 


808-677-2111 


* cold driving rain whip the North Atlantic * 

* into a frenzy, creating sizeable surf on the * 
’ outer edge of the shoal. 

The Barnegat shoal is unique because ’ 

* of its ever-changing sandbar, creating ' 
’ different sailing conditions every time you ' 

■ go. Wetsuits are mandatory, even in ’ 
’ summer. Tricky, swift-moving currents. * 

■ cold water, riptides, and big fish make it * 
an adventure for even the most experi- * 
enced sailor 

Moving in through Barnegat inlet past * 
the Barnegat "or Barney" Lighthouse, we * 
enter Barnegat Bay This shallow bay ' 
extends south for half the island and west * 
toward the mainland for about four to six ’ 
miles. Barnegat Bay is a favorite sailing * 
spot for hundreds of boardsailors, espe- ’ 
cially between May and October, when * 
the shallow water heats up and the south- ’ 
erly thermals kick in. 

This bay offers some incredible flat- * 
’ water speed sailing along the island ’ 
coast and some good chop hopping in ' 
the deep water along the mainland side. ’ 
There are also many coves along the ’ 
island’s bayside that provides protection ’ 
for beginners. The 25th Street Bay Park is * 
a local meeting spot for the friendly Bar- ’ 
ney Light locals. Watch out for shallow ' 
water and LBI’s famous eelgrass. Weed ’ 
fins are a must in the bays around Long * 
’ Beach Island. 

Journeying southward on Barnegat * 
Bay, we come to the town of Harvey ‘ 
Cedars. This small, progressive town is ’ 
the hotbed of surfing activity on LBI. * 
Cedars, as it is more commonly called, * 

■ also has a great boardsailing spot. The ’ 

* Harvey Cedars Recreation Area Bayside ’ 

* has excellent parking and rigging facili- * 

* ties, a playground for the kids, and * 

■ restrooms. The inside cove is great for ‘ 

* beginners, and there is great chop hop- * 

‘ ping, jibing, and cruising territory in the ’ 

* outer bay past Woods Island. The only ‘ 

* drawback is the muddy bottom close to * 

’ shore, but farther out, it gets sandy. 

This spot is also the site of many Long * 

* Beach Island Windriders Association * 

■ contests, held annually from April ’ 

* through December. Surfsailing the Har- * 

■ vey Cedars beach breaks is for the expe- ' 

’ rienced only. The waves are steep, * 

' powerful, and break close to shore. They * 

* can really destroy your equipment. 

Farther south, lie the towns of Surf City • 

* and Ship Bottom, gateway to the island. * 

‘ This is where you can cross over the • 

* causeway onto the island by motor ve- • 

* hide. The surfsailing is great in both * 

* towns. During the spring and fall, and * 

* sometimes in summer, approaching cold * 

‘ fronts move southeast over the area. * 

* creating a southwesterly flow of wind that * 

' blows sideshore, starboard tack. 

Jetties placed every four blocks on the • 

* beach create sandbars about 100 yards * 

* offshore. The waves vary from one-foot * 

* vyind chop to double-overhead North • 

* Atlantic ground swells. 

The most frequented surfsailing spot * 
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The Caribbean Dream Race ’89 

MAY 30-JUNE 4 

4* Curasao Open pro/am 

vJVS $£A CASH MINIMUM 

^ PRO PURSE! 


..•AND EXCITING AMATEUR PRIZES: Merchandise and TVophies! 


Sponson Government of Cura^o 
Co-Sponsors: ALM—^Antillean 
Airlines • Princess Beach Hotel and 
Casino 

Organizer: Manon Services Inc, 
Curasao 

Status: PBA Sanctioned, part of the 
1989 World Championship 
Rules: 1989 PBA Racing Rules • 
Current lYRO Punboard Racing 
Rules for Amateurs 
Race Course: Slalom • Jibe • Speed- 
held in front of Princess Beach Hotel 
and Casino 


Race Schedule: May 30th-June 1st: 

Amateur Racing 

June Ist-June 4th: Pro Racing 

Entry Conditions: PBA Entry Requirements 
ENTRY FEES: Pro’s: $100 •Amateurs: $50 
ENTRY CLOSES: MAY 15th. 1989. 

LATE ENTRY CHARGE: $20 

Registrations: PBA members can register 
direct through the PBA or Manon Services 
Inc., Kaya Flamboyan 9. Willemstad, 
Curasao, Neth. Antilles. Tel: 5999-79857 or 
616737/Fax: 5999-74471 


For Information and Reservations: call ALM AIRLINES: 1-800-327-7197 
For Information only: call Curasao Tourist Board: 1-800-332-8266 
In Curasao, call: 

Princess Beach Hotel and Casino: 5999-614944 
or Manon Services Inc: 5999-79857 


r 4TH CURAgAO OPEN Entry Form ~j 

I Mail to: MANON SERVICES INC, Kaya Flamboyan 9, WillemsUd, Curasao, Neth. Antilles. 

I MA' 
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CURACAO 

r«Hhhi(an diaim wHh a Dutch w«ccent 


Caribbean diaim wHh a Dutch < 

If we spell Vindsurfing’ In our own unique my, 
it's Kcause we have a style all our own. 





Tricky currents make sailing the Barnegat 
Inlet at sunset an adventure for even the most 
experienced sailor. 


RAYFISK 

on LBI is Ninth Street Beach in Ship Bot¬ 
tom, otherwise known as 7-11 Beach. 
This is the official surfing beach in the 
summer, when lifeguards are on duty, 
and it gets extremely crowded. The lo¬ 
cals call it the human slalom course. 
However, in the off season, this spot is a 
meeting place for the island’s hardcore 
surfsailors, who enjoy the fun conditions 
and easy access. 

Bayside sailing in these towns is lim¬ 
ited to those who own or have access to 
the water. Long Beach Surf Supply, lo¬ 
cated at Ninth Street on the causeway in 
Ship Bottom, has boardsailing lessons, 
sales, and rentals. 

Our next town is Brant Beach, home of 
the famous 68th Windsurfers' Beach. 
This beach is legendary in LBI boardsail¬ 
ing history. It was once a plot of con¬ 
demned land, but now, hundreds of 
boardsailors gather to enjoy the shallow 
waters of the protected cove or to sail the 
thermal summer winds in the outer Little 
Egg Harbor Bay. Windsurfers' Beach, 
recently purchased by the town of Brant 
Beach, is being renovated into a bayside 
park with restrooms, grass rigging areas, 
a volleyball court, and a beach dedicated 
to boardsailing—due mainly to the efforts 
of the Long Beach Island Boardsailing 
Association (LBIBA). 

Windsurfers' Beach is the premiere 
contest spot on LBI and plays host to a 
number of events, such as the annual 
Shiver Slalom, a high-wind shortboard 
slalom event that takes place in Decem- 
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• ber. In the heat of the summer, with 

• mostly light-to-moderate winds, LBIBA 
’ holds its annual 10-Race Recreational 
’ Series there. 

' Sometimes during the summer, how- 

• ever, a stubborn Bermuda high-pressure 

• system will pump southwesterly winds 

■ non-stop for weeks on end. An up- 

• swelling of cold ocean water follows. 

■ which results in 15- to 25-knot thermals in 
’ the warm bay waters off 68th Street, 

’ almost daily. The summer of ’88 saw 
' small sails and big chop in the outer bay 
’ off Windsurfers’Beach. 

The nearest full-service sailboard 
’ shop. Island Surf and Sail, is located on 

• 33rd Street and the boulevard in Brant 
’ Beach. They offer lessons, rentals, and 

■ daily wind reports, so be sure to stop in if 
’ you’re in town. 

Small sailboarding spots litter the 
’ coasts of the bay and ocean as we move 
’ south down the boulevard toward Beach 

■ Haven. Most of LBI’s ocean beaches are ’ 

■ sailable from Labor Day through Memo- 
’ rial Day. During the summer season. 

• boardsailing is only permitted in the * 
’ ocean before 10 a.m. and after 5 p.m., ’ 
’ unless you know a permissive lifeguard. ‘ 

Bayside, almost any street end is ' 
’ access to the bay, however, some street ' 

• ends have sandy beaches, while others ’ 
’ have bulkheads. Be careful to park within * 
‘ the allotted areas and be courteous to ’ 

• homeowners when rigging and chang- * 
’ ing. 

Beach Haven, the oldest town on Long ‘ 

• Beach Island, is full of Victorian beach ‘ 

■ homes and tradition. This is the place for * 
’ shopping and nightlife. On the bay, ' 

■ Taylor Avenue Municipal Park has * 

• launching facilities, good parking, and ’ 

• lots of shops close by for the non- ’ 

• windsurfer. Watch out for the rocky bot- ’ 

• tom and powerboat traffic during the * 

• summer season. 

Oceanside, Taylor Avenue also offers ’ 

■ a good sandbar break, as does the Sea ’ 

• Shell Hotel, a couple of jetties to the * 

• south. Check with the lifeguard before * 

• launching during the summer months. 

At the southern end of the island is the • 

• spot known as Holgate. Here, commer- * 

• cialism comes to a halt, with two miles of * 

• sand, dune grass, and ocean at the na- * 

• tional wildlife refuge, Abig, wooden jetty ’ 

• juts out into the sea and creates a point- • 

• like wave break. Similar to Barnegat * 

• Light, this spot is forever changing. • 

• However, the variety makes for pleasur- • 

• able surfsailing. 

Two miles farther south, the coast * 

• twists west at the tip of the wildlife area. • 

• This is Beach Haven inlet. Constant * 

• shoaling makes the inlet another play- • 

• ground for surfsailors who are willing to • 

' make the long walk or sail to get there. • 

Around the tip of the island lies the • 

• southern end of Little Egg Harbor Bay. • 

• This very shallow bay offers a full range of • 

• boardsailing, from flat-water speed sail- • 

• ing to cruising the interbay islands. South * 
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Guaranteed Waterstarts In 3 Days! 

Let Dave and Mamie Crans Improve Your Windsurfing Techniques. 


■ Novice, Intermediate, |ibe 
Waterstart & private lessons in 
Maui's only complete Windsurfing 
School 

■ Maximum four students per 
class. 2^ to 3 hour lessons in pro¬ 
tected, warm, Maui tropical waters. 

■ Our special 3 and 5 Lesson 
packages let you advance at your 
own speed. 


■ Lessons include on heach videos, land 
simulation, on water radio communica¬ 
tion and certification. 


VELA’ 

For Brochure/Reservations 

call 1-800-223-5443 


1-800-872-0999 

520 KaoUni Plact 
Kahulw, Maui 96732 
1-80M77-4816 
FAX 806-877-4696 
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Maui’s Best Rental Equipment. 

Featuring: Angulo Custom Boards, Seatrend, Fanatic/A.R.T, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Neil Pryde & More 


■ Chose from the Maui Windsurf 
Company's huge inventory of high 
performance equipment, latest in 
sailing and heach accessories. 

■ Full service retail, renul, lesson 
shops. Let our professional staff 
show you the best areas to sail. 

■ Closest shop to airport fit Kanaha 
Beach Park & other prime North 
Shore spots. 


■ Unlimited equipment changes, lay 
days. Radio conua with beach for up to the 
minute vreather and ocean conditions. 


LA 


hqrMnacoracfS 


For Brochures/Resorvatlons 

Call 800-223-5443 


^ThsHaalWIiidsarf CoopaiiY 


1-800-872-0999 

S20KMIiniPlan 
KihuM. Maui 98732 
I40S4774816 
FAX 808477.4896 
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and southwest winds prevail, wnile west 
and northwest honkers can bring the bay 
alive with whitecaps. Launching into 
Little Egg Harbor Bay from the south end 
of the island is limited by street ends only. 

To get to Long Beach Island, simply 
take the Garden State Parkway to Route 
72 east to Long Beach. When you come, 
bring your entire quiver of boards, sails, 
and wetsuits to take full advantage of the 
variety of sailing conditions the island has 
to offer. 

Windsurfing Services: 

Long Beach Surf and Supply 
819 Barnegat Ave. 

Ship Bottom, NJ 08008 
609-494-5454 

Island Surf and Sail 
3304 Long Beach Blvd. 

Brant Beach, NJ 08008 
609-494-5553 


SHREDDIN’ AT 
DEADMAN’S 


You might need a shot of courage to 
go sailing in a place called Deadman’s 
Basin, but if you're up to the challenge, a 
howling good time awaits. Montana 
windsurfer Craig Pierson made it back 
alive to tell his tale... 





EXPERIENCE THE EXTRAORDINARY! 

COME AND JOIN US FOR 
THE BEST WINDSURFING IN THE WORLD. 

Choose from any of our single island destinations or our new and excitng 
multi-island windsurfing packages. Now you can sail two or more islands in 
1 week! 

We custom plan your dream windsurfing vacation to meet your every 
need — ail ability levels and non-windsurfers, flat water and wave sailing, 
individuals and families, basic lessons to exciting guided coastal tours! 

Hawaii, Mexico, and Caribbean — Our personalized complete windsurfing 
packages can take you to the best wind anywhere in the world! 

CALL 24 HOURS 
1-800-999-7944 




Just Give Me 
The Wind, 
The Surf 
And A Good 
Hotel. 



You’ll find it all in one place. The Small 
Hotels of Barbados. So friendly, you’ll 
want to stay forever. And with their 
affordable rates, you almost could! 

THE* SMALL* HOTELS* OF 

RARBADOR 

GOODNESS. GRACIOUS 

For rcscrvniions. see your (ravel osont. Or call 
1-800-227-7002. Corib Hotels Reservations Service. 
The Barbados Board of Tourism. 800 Second Avenue. 

Now Ybrk. NY 10017. 
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ven a sunny summer can’t hide the 

C ominous and desolate nature of 
* Deadman’s Basin, a treeless, 

’ 1,900-acre Irrigation reservoir of 

the Musselshell River in central Montana. 
The river rises in the high plains, rich with 
antelope, and flows lazily to the Fort Peck 
reservoir of the Missouri River. The cover 
of the first Life magazine. 54 years ago, 
featured Fort Peck Dam 

Few dare to sail Fort Peck, since a 
rescue on the far shore requires a 200- 
mile drive. But wind addicts do sail at 
Deadman’s, (so named because a body 
was found .during the building of the 
dam), and the Snowy Mountains furnish a 
striking backdrop for some dramatic sail¬ 
ing 

Deadman’s Basin State Recreation 
Area is 90 miles northwest of Billings, 
Montana, and seven miles west of 
Ryegate, one mile off of US 12. Like Rufus 
In the Gorge, Deadman’s has few ameni¬ 
ties—vault toilets, picnic tables, a boat 
ramp, and camping areas without fresh 
water. 

Sails can be rigged behind a hill or 
vehicle, but don’t park too close to the 
shore. The soil may /oo/cfirm, weeks after 
a rainfall, but it can grab a vehicle to the 
axles. There are ample gravel areas to 
safely park and rig. In a dry year, irriga¬ 
tors will draw down the water, leaving 
wide sandy beaches. Sailors can launch 
from all but the north shore, choosing 
westshore flatwater speed-reaching 
runs, south side-shore winds, or shore¬ 
breaking surf and wave jumping from the 
southeast shore. 

The bottom Is sticky mud alternating 
with gravel, so it’s advisable to wear 
booties to avoid cuts from sharp rocks in 
the mud. Finding firm bottom for launch¬ 
ing isn’t difficult, but it is necessary to 
launch from a mud area. If you want to 
keep your board and feet clean, you’ll 
have to swim out and do a waterstart. 

Few skiers and fishermen use the 
area because of the many "ruined" week¬ 
ends. Signs at the lake warn boaters that 
high winds can rise suddenly. On one 
such day, a group from Billings arrived 
and watched local sailor Brit Miller being 
trashed on a 3.7m sail in gusts that meas¬ 
ured up to 48 knots. That was one of 
several days they had to sit out and wait 
until the wind died down to 30 to 35 knots, 
in order to fit their smallest sails (in the 
four- to five-meter range). Consequently, 
several local sailors have since obtained 
three- to four-meter sails—determined to 
shred, not speculate on the big days. 

Deadman’s demands respect—even 
expert windsurfers have broken down 
and been rescued. Montana requires 
PFDs to be worn by windsurfers under the 
age of 15, For sailing the big days, many 
wear PFDs and helmets. Equipment and 
skill that are appropriate for the Gorge 
can also make Deadman’s enjoyable to 
sail. A solid waterstart. a funboard and 
shortboard (eight to nine foot), a sail 
JUNE 1989 



Experience Maui! '''°"’$789! 


■ Includes 7 nights condo, 
roundtrip air from west coast, 
car, board, rig and bard racks. 

■ Flexible options include longer 
stays, discount air from other 
cities, non-sailor rates and more. 

■ Choose from Maui's best 
fleet of quality windsurfing 
equipment. 

■ Optional lessons from Maui 
Magic Windsurfing Schools. 


■ Beachfront condos and private 
N. Shore homes carefully chosen to 
meet a windsurfer's nee«. 

VEL A 

hghwjTO cofitcfs \ 

For Brochurts/RoMrvatlons 

Cl. 800-223-5443 


^ Thi Maul Wlnisorf Company 

1-800-872-0999 

520 Kaolani PImo 
K ahului, Maui 96732 
1-608477-4816 
FAX 808^77-4696 
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Come to the Aruba Highwind Center. 
Aruba’s best beachfront windsurfing resort! 


■ The best wind and launch 
in Aniba, Fisherman’s Huts, 
is right outside your door! 

■ The latest Mistral, Seatrend 
and custom equipment 
always rigged for you. 

■ Learn jibes, waterstarts 
or the basics from Mistral 
Certified instructors. 


■ Accommodations at the 
Holiday Inn Aruba, a beach¬ 
front resort featuring the 
laigcst water sports center 
in Aruba. 

Ask about our other desti¬ 
nations—Maul, Baja 
&Cancun. 


CallVelaToday! 

800-223-5443 


Id! Free bon 
U.S. and Canada 


ARUM 

vela Nghwind center 
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" . .OurFlag 

Flies in All The Right Places” 


We have complete Travel Packages from 
Anywhere to the World’s Finest Inations 


MAUI ARUBA 

ST. BARTHELEMV CURACAO 

BARBADOS ANTIGUA 

ST. THOMAS (British) VIRGIN GORDA 
THE GORGE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Travel Packages Including Round Trip Airfare 
Accomodations, and 


Performance Equipment 

FROM $699 

Double Occupancy 

THE 

ULTIMATE WINDSURFING 
DESTINATION 

IS JUST A PHONE CALLAWAY!! 


For reservations call: 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-635-1155 
TOLL FREE In Canada: 1-800-228-2882 
in PA: 215-348-9813 
FAX: 215^348-2341 

\WINDSURFinG 
[CATIONS* 

RO. Box 1097, Ooylettown, PA I890I 




BRUCE LARSEN 


quiver (in the mid-three to mid-six range), 
wet or dry suit, booties, hood, and ample 
spare parts make for a safe and fun 
experience But. once in a while... 

It was a beautiful September day. A 
group of sailors, including myself, from 
Billings rigged 6.0 to 6.5m sails for steady 
20-knot cruising winds. We parked our 
vehicles as wind-breakers near the 
beach and tossed in a buoy for inside 
jibes. 

Around three o'clock the wind 
notched up to 25 knots, and so most of us 
rigged 5.0 to 5.5ms That is. all but my 
friend Ben Parrish, who kept his 6.0 be¬ 
cause he was having too much fun to 
stop. So he thought. In another hour the 
forecasted cold front hit, rolling black 
clouds overhead, cranking up to 30-plus 
knots, and dropping the temperature to 
the low 60s. 

Only in August does the water get 
warm enough to consider sailing without 
a full wetsuit or farmer-johns. Even then, 
if a front or storm hits, that 95-degree day 
drops to a mid-60s day within half an 
hour! 

Everyone struggled, overpowered, to 
shore, stuffed their gear behind the ve¬ 
hicles. and watched while Ben got 
thrown, waterstarted, and catapulted 
again. After what seemed an eternity 
(especially to Ben), he drifted to the far 
shore, where the rest of us (Bruce Larsen. 
Bob Martens. Doug Huke, and myself) 
met him. cold and exhausted, but safe at 
last. 

No one cared to rig 4.0s and get frozen 
and pounded in the gathering dusk. Most 
of us packed up and drove to Harlowton 
to spend the night. The rain was coming, 
and besides. Sunday would bring more 
wind for those of us who were rested and 
ready to sail again. 

The Graves Hotel (in Harlowton, where 
we stayed) opened in 1908with a musical 
gala, and was considered an oasis for 
ranchhands and railroaders. Now. the 
Milwaukee Railroad is gone and rotting 
grain elevators are scattered along US 
12 The last time the Graves Hotel hosted 
live music was a Governor's Ball in 1939. 
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But, on the night we stayed, posters in 
‘ the hotel lobby announced a party and 
‘ dance In honor of the 87th birthday of 
* Cecilia Baxter. We found ourselves shar¬ 
ing in a bit of Harlo’s history 

Cecilia’s friends jammed the lobby 
and danced to the music of local rancher 
Bud Lode (vocals, guitar, and accor¬ 
dion), accompanied by his wife, Mary- 
Pearl, on the piano. Conversation, as 
usual In dryland ranch country, focused 
on the rains (unlike boardsailing conver¬ 
sation, which focuses on the wind). 

The next morning, a cold wind lashed 
the trees In Harlowton and followed me to 
Deadman's. The water churned with 
whitecaps under the black sky—no one 
else had come to sail in this foreboding 
place! Not wishing to sail alone, I headed 
home along US 12. Once back at Billings' 
Lake Elmo, I found some 15 sailors busily 
planing and jibing. 

Lake Elmo State Recreation Area is at 
the north edge of Billings along Highway 
87. It’s a convenient park for sailing and 
swimming with food and rental conces¬ 
sions, but no camping overnight. 

Also, sailors who find light winds at 
Deadman’s can drive west on US 12, 25 
miles past Harlowton, to Martinsdale, for 
great flatwater cruising. The lake lies 
near the front range of the Rockies and 
gets a strong convective wind seemingly 
served up by a bluff due south. 

It can require a full range of sails, but 
is much less intimidating than 
Deadman’s. A waterstart is advised but 
not mandatory. There are only minimal 
amenities, but there is a small motel in 
Martinsdale along the main road, called 
the Crazy Mountain Inn. For information 
or reservations, you can call 406-572- 
3307. 

Sailors driving to the Gorge might want 
to consider Montana's uncrowded lakes 
and windy secrets. As far as accommo¬ 
dations go, in Harlowton there is the 
Graves Hotel, 406-632-4301, and the 
Star Hotel, 406-632-4786, both on South 
Central Avenue; and a quiet campground 
in the center of the city with lawns, shade 
trees, water, and permanent restrooms. 

Billings and the other cities have both 
local and national hotel facilities and 
camping, running from cheap to moder¬ 
ately expensive. Some of the more popu¬ 
lar are: Holiday Inn, 800-465-4329; 
Rodeway Inn, 800-228-2000; the Elliot 
Inn, 406-252-2584; and Quality Inn, 406- 
652-1320 (the latter two serve compli¬ 
mentary breakfasts). 


WINDSURFING SERVICES: 


L'Equipe, 1827 Grand Avenue, Bil¬ 
lings. MT59102,406-248-2245. Conven¬ 
ient enroute from 1-90 Business Loop 
through town. Tim and Sherry Weamer 
maintain a display with wind readings • 
from Deadman’s to Cody. The Billings • 
Wind-riders Club and L'Equipe will host • 
the State Centennial Games Regatta at • 
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Mr. Bill's 
Boardsailing Adventures 

Boardsailing Vacation Packages In: I 

a™ 

THE ■■■ 

GorgE 

h/urm- 

^ ^ AIR 

LODGING 
EQUIPMENT 

Discounts Available 

Cascade 
Travel Service 

1110ak SL • Hood River, OR 97031 

3 


ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 1 -800-426-4981 
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GET ON THE RIGHT COURSE 


CORPUSCHRISTI . MAY 22-28 PUERTO RICO . JUNE 20-25 

CURACAO . MAY 30 -JUNE 4 SAN FRANCISCO ..JUNE 27-JULY 2 

ARUBA . JUNE 6-11 HOOD RIVER. . JULY 6 - 9 

DOMINICAN REPUBUC... JUNE 13 -18 


Wlicllio Van rc raring nr raging, the W'indRider Travel Desk ran get yiai an eaiirse. 
(allgir rrgiiHii packages l<„lay 1 •8()()-2;{7-‘».l4."> Salwineide .«r lil7hlT JI?> Orlainh 


Act now! Don’t miss the 1989 Pro/Am racing circuit. 
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Deadman’s this summer 







WINDRIDER 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

CLINICS: 

THE GORGE 
ARUBA 
ST. CROIX 

FEATURING TOP PROS 


Vacation clinics and 
race packages 
available. Call for 
information today! 



PUERTO RICO ANTIGUA THE FLORIDA KEYS DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
mm AND OTHER HOT SPOTS 


CALL: 800-237-9445, or, in 0rlando:407- 647-2170 
WRITE: P.O. Box 2731, Winter Park, FL 32790 


Big Sky Windsurfing 
2616 W. Main. Suite B 
Bozeman. MT 59715 
406-587-5227 

Alpine Windsurfing 
433 Yellowstone Highway 
Cody, WY 82414 
307-587-4460 




June 2-4; Ski Optiks Rio Vista Pro-Am 
Speed Slalom, Rio Vista, CA. Contact 
Miramar Sports and Special Events, 415- 
726-3491. 

June 3: Upwind Regatta, Rickenbacker 
Causeway, Miami, FL. Upwind sailing. 
Contact Upwind Surfing, 305-374-5321. 
June 3: Orlando Sports Festival, 
Orlando, FL. Contact The Sailing Store, 
407-291-2345. 

June 3, 4; The Tudor Watch Mistral 
Lone Star Championships, Lake Lewis¬ 
ville, TX. Contact Aris Tsamis, 214-350- 
8000. 

June 17, 18: The Third Annual 
Boardsailors Against Leukemia 30-Hour 
Marathon, Kelly Park, Merritt Island, FL. 
Contact Calema Boardsailing, 407-453- 
3223. 

June 17,18: Bear Boards Fun Cup, Big 
Bear, CA. Mistral, Funboard, and Novice 
divisions. Contact Mitchell Madruga, 
619-431-3781. 

June 23-30: US Youth Sailing Champi¬ 
onship, Hyannis Yacht Ciub, MA. Mistral 
Superlighl. Contact USYRU, 401-849- 
5200. 

June 24, 25: Tudor Mistral North Flor¬ 
ida Championships, Ft. Walton, FL. 
Contact Rogue Wave Windsurfing, 904- 
234-1962. 

July 1: Firecracker Regatta. Southern 
California Racing Association at south 
San Diego Bay. Mistral, Windsurfer, and 
LTD divisions. Contact Mitchell Mad¬ 
ruga. 619-431-3781. 

July 1-4: Stroh Caribbean Team Cham¬ 
pionships, St. Croix, Virgin Islands. Open 
class, slalom. Contact Virgin Surf & Sail, 
809-773-4810. 

July 4: Independence Regatta, Jupiter 
Beach, FL. Contact Native Surf and Sail, 
407-744-8340. 

July 15, 16: Michelob Masters Re¬ 
gatta, Cabrillo Beach, CA. Open-class 
age groups. Contact 714-495-0368. 
July 22: New Jersey Boardsailing 
Championship Pro-Am, Asbury Park. NJ. 
Contact NJBA, 201-272-6991. 

July 23-29: Pusser’s Rum Pain Killer 
Thriller, St. Croix, Virgin Islands. A week- 
long event: point-to-point racing, long 
distance, and slalom racing. Contact 
Boardsailing BVI, 809-495-2447. FAX 
809-494-4428, or Virgin Surf & Sail. 809- 
773-4810. 

July 24,25: Tudor Mistral South Florida 
Championships, Sarasota, FL. Contact 
Ocean Boulevard, 813-349-3828. 
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WindRider 

Presents 


HOT NEW VIDEOS! 


from Robert 
Masters 



Boardsailing Year 
Volume Three 

All the fun and excitement of 
international boardsailing 
explodes on the screen in volume 
three of this classic video series! 


70- minute<6rgreat entertainment including: 

• Worldwide regatta coverage * Equipment and technique features * 
Visits to Baja, Barbados. Hawaii, the Gorge, and other hot spots * 
Hot moves, like flat-Vvater forward rolls, Gu-screws, and cheese rolls 

• Robert Territeheau's high-flying forward roll with a half twist * 
Edge-of-the-seat action * And much more! 



Boardsailing Year’s 
Guide to Better Gybing 

it*s an elusive maneuver, but this 
new video will help you improve 
your gybing skill better thanany 
other teaching aid.lt's one you’ll 
want to study time and time again! 


This 30- minute tape features: 

* Top sailors sharing their gybing secrets * Equipment suggestions ’ 
Insight on stance, attitude, and technique * Super comprehensive 
instruction * And morel! 


WindRider Magazine, P.O. Box 136, Mt Morris, IL 61054 

Enclosed is my check or money order for: $_ 

Name_ 

Address_— 

City. 


. State. 


Zip. 


To order by credit card:□ Visa □MasterCard □American Express 

Card#_Exp. Date_ 

Signature^_—- 

AR9FV _ 


Qty_Boardsailing Year Volume three (R15) $59.95 $- 

Qty. Boardsailing Year’s Guide to Better Gybing (R14) $34.95 $_ 

Florida residents add 6% state sales tax $_ 

Add $2 per item postage and handling $_ 

Total S- 

To order by phone with your Visa, MasterCard or American Express. Call 
toll-free: 1 • 800 - 992-2177 (in Illinois, call: 1-800-892-0753) 


CLASSIFIED 



“STOLEN in Corpus Christ! 
March 14: BRUCE JONES 8’8" 
board with blue Da Kine foot¬ 
straps and red slotted Jimmy 
Lewis fin. Colors are yellow, red, 
violet, blue. Board serial num¬ 
ber BJ7605. 

REWARD call Kevin, 516-928- 
0630, collect. 

BUILD YOUR OWN BOARD FOR 
AS LITTLE AS $300. Shop man¬ 
ual, 73 pages, 17 comprehen¬ 
sive illustrations, 20 step-by-step 
photos, two scale templates. 
Also: making fins, carbon fiber 
reinforcement. JAM-PACKED 
WITH HELPFUL HINTS! ORDER 


NOW, ONLY $19.95 plus $2.50 
postage and handling (US funds). 
Send check/money order: Ber- 
rae Marketing, 6520 Selma Ave, 
Suite 505 Dep. WR, Los Angeles, 
CA 90028. 



LEARN TO BOARDSAIL: a suc¬ 
cessful 30-minute instructional 
video for beginners and novices. 
Covers rigging the board, getting 
underway, steering, tacking and 
jibing, points of sail, returning, 
and sail theory. For winds up to 
10 knots and waves up to one 
foot. $19.95 plus $2 shipping. 1 - 
800-274-7441. SP0RTSV1D,P0 
Box 827, Nashua, NH 03061. 



$10.95 t-FUa COLORED EMBl£M ONLY 

T-SHIRTS 

100% COnON-HEAVY WT. - PRE-SHRUNK 

liMSe_^- 

ADDRESS; _ 

CrrY;STATE: ZIP: 


QUAN.Sm_PRICE 



S M L XL 



S M L XL 


BJ. ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 14233 
ALBANY. NY 12212 

TOTAL 

SHIPPING 

7%TAX(NY) 

TOTAL 


2J0 




I OCNEOC □MONEY ORDER i 

• □ MASTERCARD □ VISA • 

1 CARD!- 1 

J EXP. DATE_ I 

' SIGNATURE- • 

I... . j 







































& SHOPS 



CAUFORNIA 


AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION. 

Sacramento, 916-635-4479. Valley’s largest 
selection of boardsailing equipment. Sales, 
rentals, and lessons for beginning to ad¬ 
vanced sailors. 

WINDSPORTS-MARIN. Lessons, rentals, 
sales, service, repairs. Free catalogue. 1595 
E. Francisco Blvd., San Rafael. CA 94901. 
415-459-1171. 

WINDSPORTS-SAN FRANCISCO. 3620 
Wawona, San Francisco, CA 94116. Lessons, 
rentals, sales. We ship anywhere. 415-753- 
8828 or 459-1171. 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE. 405 S. Airport 
Blvd.. S. San Francisco, CA 94080. Biggest 
selection and best deals. Call us first! 415- 
588-1714. 

CONNECTICUT 


OCEANFLYER WINDSURFING. Corner 
Routes 1 and 2. Pawcatuck. CT 06379. 203- 
599-5694. Mistral, F2, Tiga, HiFly, Angulo, 
Whirlewind Customs, Neil Pryde, Aerotech. 
Bare, RIpcurl, Da Kine, Freeskate. Terzo. Les¬ 
sons, repairs, and service. Open year-round. 
WATER-WISE. 250 Broad St.. Manchester. 
CT 06040. 203-647-SAIL. Boardsailing is our 
life! Production and custom equipment for all 
levels. Demo center. Parts and accessories. 
Lessons by friendly certified personnel. 
GREAT SERVICE!! Race series. Sailboard 
club. 

DELAWARE 


BAY SPORTS. Full-service boardsailing 
shop. Complete rental. Beginner to ad¬ 
vanced. Boards and sails available. 11 Dick¬ 
inson St., Dewey Beach. DE 19971.302-227- 
7590 

FLORIDA 


AQUERA WIND & SURF. Beachcomber 
Hotel. 6200 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach. 813- 
360-3783. Sales, lessons, rentals. 

BLUE WATER MARINE SPORTS. All 

major brands of boards, accessories, and 
beachwear. Professional sales and service. 
2662 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami. FL 33133. Order 
hotline 305-858-3034. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILINQ. Waterfront 
location. 2755 N. Banana River Dr.. Merritt 
Island, FL 32953. Official Gaastra Test Center 
for SE. Mistral-certified instructors, rentals, 
repairs, sales, vacation packages. 407-453- 
3223. 

OBSESSION WATERSPORTS. 222 N. 

Federal Hwy., Dania, FL 33004 (Ft. Lauder¬ 
dale). All major brands. State of the art rental 
and lessons. We ship anywhere. One block 
south of Ft. Lauderdale airport on US 1. Order 
Ine 305-921-5802. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDINQ, INC. 

5254 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota. FL 34242.813- 
349-3828. On the Gulf; large rental fleet; les¬ 
sons. Mistral, Alpha, Hi-Tech, accessories, 
sportswear. 

SOUTH SAILBOARDS. 5160 US Hwy 1, 
Key West. FL 33040. 305-296-0755. A full- 
service shop. High-performance rentals. Sail 
repairs, custom harnesses, board bags, ac- 
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cessones. 

WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS. Sales, 
rentals, school/lodging available USYRU- 
certified instructors. Ft. Myers Beach. 813- 
466-SURF (7873). 

WIND HEAVEN WINDSURFING. 2425 N 
Courtenay, Merritt Island, FL 32953. Fanatic. 
Seatrend, Bic, Boardworks, Aerotech, North. 
Rentals. Shortboard headquarters! 407-452- 
WIND. 


HAWAII 


HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING. 

Maui's most complete retail and rental shop 
offers everything for the traveling sailor. Over 
200 rental boards and Maui’s high-wind test 
center for Mistral, F2, Tiga, Neil Pryde. Gaas¬ 
tra. Simmer Style, and Jimmy Lewis custom 
boards. Lessons by WINDSURFING WEST for 
beginners, waterstarts, and jibes. Call or 
write: Hawaiian Island Windsurfing, 460 Dairy 
Rd., Kahului, HI 96732. Toll-free 800-231- 
6958, 808-871-4981. 

HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII. 

Complete retail/rental shop featuring Hi-Tech 
custom boards and the "new" Hi-Tech MDC 
Lite boards. All new rental board fleet. Board 
fleet comes equipped with Simmer. North, or 
Pryde sails. Two minutes from Kanaha, home 
of Alan Cadiz's HST windsurf school. 230 
Hana Hwy., Kahului, HI. 808-877-2111. 
HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII. 
Craig Maisonville's original shop. Maui's old¬ 
est windsurf shop, has equipment for the 
Hookipa sailor and a complete line of ac- 
tivewear for men and women. Six minutes from 
Hookipa. 51 Baldwin Ave., Paia. 808-579- 
9297. 

KANAHA SAILBOARDS. Rent Maui's best 
for less! 55 Kaahumanu Ave., Kahului, HI 
96732. 800-666-6629 or 808-871-2662. 
KAUAI-HANALEI SAILBOARDS. Qual¬ 
ity rental equipment and instruction. Minutes 
from Kauai's best windsurfing beaches. Box 
496, Hanalei, HI 96714. 808-826-9732. 
SECOND WIND-MAUI. Largest selection 
of quality used equipment in the world! Retail, 
mail order, travel arrangements. Alpha speed 
center. Rentals, lessons. Minutes to Kanaha. 
Ill Hana Hwy, Kahului, HI 96732. 808-877- 
SHOP (7467) or 800-852-SHOP (7467). 

ILUNOIS 


MARINE MART. 639 Ogden Ave., Downers 
Grove, IL 60515. 312-968-6477. Mistral, Al¬ 
pha sailboards. O'Neill, Bare wetsuits. Nike 
aqua socks. Complete line of parts and ac¬ 
cessories. FREE sailboard clinics every Tues- 
day during season. 

WINDWARD SPORTS. Gives you the 
opportunity to learn windsurfing, or improve 
your current ability, with our highly qualified 
and certified instructors. Come in and get an 
events schedule for free clinics and races. We 
offer specials on complete begitwer pack¬ 
ages. Windward Sports, 3317 N. Clark. Chi¬ 
cago. IL 60657.31^-472-6868. 

INDIANA 


OUTPOST WINDSPORTS. Mistral. HiFly. 


Fanatic, Seatrend. Neil Pryde, Da Kine, Gaas¬ 
tra. Rentals, demos, complete school New 
and used Western Michigan’s specialists. 
OutPost Windsports, New Buffalo, Ml, 616- 
469-4210 OutPost Windsports. St Joseph, 
Ml. 616-983-2010. 

_ MAINE _ 

SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS. Specialty 
shop with special prices! Angulo. ART. Bic. 
Fanatic, O’Brien, and Neil Pryde. Rt. 302. 
Naples. ME 04055. 207-693-3867. 

THE SNOW SHED. 315 Marginal Way. 
Portland. ME 04101. 207-775-5117. Ft. An- 
dross Mill. Maine St.. Brunswick. ME. 207-725- 
8930. Maine's four-season specialty shop. 
Ski. surf, and sail Down East! 

MASSACHUSETTS 

BUZZARD’S BAY SAILBOARDS. On 

warm windy Buzzard's Bay. All major lines 
carried. Lessons, rentals, demos. Northeast 
dealer for Hi-Per-Tech slalom boards. Rt. 6, 
Marion, MA, 508-748-1648. 

CAPE SAILBOARDS. Falmouth, MA 
02540. 508-540-8800. Specializing in high- 
performance equipment and service. AN¬ 
GULO HAWAII customs. 

FORCE 5 WATERSPORTS. 37 Main St., 
Nantucket. MA 02554. 508-228-0700. Certi¬ 
fied Mistral boardsailing school. Equipment, 
accessories, clothing for action. 

_ MICHIGAN _ 

SURF’S UP. O'Brien, Bic, F2, Fanatic, North. 
Neil Pryde. Windsurfing Hawaii. New and 
USED equipment. 30 boards displayed! 2840 
Orchard Lake Road, Keego Harbor, Ml 48320. 
313-681-9100. 

TORCH RIVER BRIDGE SAILBOAT 
SHOP. Torch Lake. Northern Michigan's 
complete shop. Alpha, Fanatic, Bic, Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, Da Kine. 616-322-6180. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

WINNI SAILBOARDER’S SCHOOL 
AND OUTLET. Lessons, demos, car top sail 
gear. 687 Union Ave., Laconia, NH 03246. 
602-528-4110. 


NEW JERSEY 

CRANFORD BOAT BOARDSAILINQ 
CENTER. Mid-Atlantic Region's boardsail¬ 
ing superstore! Unbeatable selection at un¬ 
matched prices. Tested accessory/hardware 
department. Mistral. Fanatic, F2. Bic. Hi-Tech. 
Seatrend, Tiga, and more. Used equipment. 
Guaranteed lessons, rentals. Demo center. 
201-272-6991. 

ISLAND SURF A SAIL. Long Beach Is¬ 
land. Fanatic, North, Windsurfing Hawaii, and 
more! Lessons, rentals, repairs. 609-494- 
5553. 

LAKE HOPATCONO SAILBOARDS. 

Everything for sailboarding. Trade-ins, new 
customs, and rowing shells. On the lake. 201- 
663-1495. 

LANCE SAILING CENTER. Complete 
boardsailing specialty store. Three miles west 
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• of Sandy Hook. 65 First Ave., Atlantic High- 

• lands. NJ 07716. 201-872-2711 

' PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER. Rt 10 

• West. Morris Plains, NJ 07950 201-267-0964. 

• New Jersey’s largest volume Mistral. Bic, and 

• F2 dealership. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra. North. 
. Freedom, and Windwing. Full stock of all the 
. accessories you need by top manufacturers. 
. Best selection of O’Neill wetsuits in NJ. 


_ NEW YORK _ 

DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS. 8388 Elmer 
Hill Rd.. Rome. NY 13440. 315-339-1280. 
Fanatic, Seatrend. Gaastra. West Wind. Wind¬ 
wing, Neil Pryde, Fleetwood. Simmer Style, 
and more. Unbelievably low prices! We ship. 
HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDS. 60 Main St.. 
Northport. NY 11768. Lessons, rentals, leas¬ 
ing, repairs. Discount prices. O'Brien, Tiga, 
F2, Bic, Neil Pryde. Gaastra. Demos available. 
Used equipment, trade-ins, water skis, wet¬ 
suits, surfwear. 516-757-4315. 

ISLAND WINDSURFING. New York's old¬ 
est and finest shop, conveniently located in 
Manhattan. 1623 York Ave., NYC 10028.212- 
744-2000. One of the largest selections on the 
East Coast. We ship worldwide. Mail orders 
welcome. Two certified Mistral schools on 
Long Island; Southampton 516-283-1198. 
New Suffolk 516-734-7834. Reservations 212- 
744-2000. 

LAKESPORTS. On Lake George. Huletts 
Landing. NY 12841.518-499-2647. Complete 
line of Mistral boards and accessories. In¬ 
structor certification. Second location: King¬ 
ston. NY 914-757-4166. 

NEW YORK BOARDSAILING, INC. 1000 
East Shore Dr., Ithaca, NY 14850. Upstate's 
#1 specialty shop. Complete school and 
rental program. F2. Tiga. Mistral, O’Brien, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 
North, and lots more. Open year-round! 607- 
273-2560. 


NORTH CAROUNA 

ISLAND RIGS. Complete windsurfing retail 
and rentals featuring Mistral, Hi-Tech, North, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Lessons, demos avail¬ 
able at our shop directly on Bogue Sound. 
919-354-2277. PO Box 4774, Emerald Isle, * 
NC 28594. 


_OHIO_. 

CHAMPION WINDSURFING. Authorized ■ 
dealer of Mistral. HiFly, Naish. Hi-Tech. Gaas- • 
Gul. 5025 Mahoning Ave., Warren. 216- . 
847-7790. 

SUNSPORTS SURF COMPANY. 23 . 

Ilherri Park Square, Westenrille, OH 43081. 
Central Ohio's only full-service dealer. Sales, 
rentals, lessons, repairs, accessories. Fa¬ 
natic, Bic, Alpha. We buy and sell used equip- ' 
ment. 614-895-7873. 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO. 114 Wester- • 
ville Mail. Westerville, OH 43081. 614-890- • 
3008. Ohio's largest surf shop. Mistral, HiFly, . 
Saastra. Certified Mistral School. Complete . 
ine of accessories and beach wear. Open all . 
year. 
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. _ OREGON _ 

• 2ND WIND SPORTS. alOOak. Hood River. 

• OR. 503-386-4464. Used and new! Demos, no 
. charge. Repair, board storage, mountain bike 
. rentals, camping, and climbing. Summer 

hours 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

' COLUMBIA WINDSURFING ACAD- 
' EMY HOOD RIVER. Village Resort Mall. 

• Hood River. OR 97031.503-FUN-JIBE. On the 
’ river. Retail, rentals, and lessons. Sail the 

• Gorge off our private beach. Complete Hood 

• River resort vacation packages. 

. GORGE WINDSURFING. 319 E. 2nd St.. 

. The Dalles, OR 97058, 503-298-8796. Retail. 

. lessons, rentals. Safest Gorge locations for 
beginners and learning waterstarts. Open 
year-round. Mail order. 

• HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. Leaders 
’ in shortboard instruction. Gaastra, Pryde. 

• Tiga, Seatrend, and custom rentals. Gorge 

• travel service. FREE catalogue. 4 4th St., 

• Hood River, OR 97031. 503-386-5787. 


. PENNSYLVANIA 

' EBB TIDE WINDSURFING. Rt. 563. Box 
’ 226-D, Ottsville, PA 18942 (Lake Nocka- 

• mixon). 215-847-8019. Sales, demos, les- 

• sons, rentals. Personal knowledgeable senr- 
. ice. Alpha. West Wind, Ampro, Windwing. 

. Multi Sail. Body Glove. Fleetwood, and more. 

Call for up-to-the-minute, on-site wind speed!. . 
HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT , 
' NESTORS. 2510 MacArthur Rd.. Whitehall. 

• PA 18052. 215-437-0341, Open year-round. 

’ seven days. Boards, sails, rentals, lessons. 

• accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, F2, 

• Windsurfing Hawaii, Seatrend, O’Brien, Neil * 

• Pryde, North. Gaastra. O'Neill. Bare. Fiber- • 
. spar, and more in stock. Call for lesson and • 
. race clinic info. Call toll-free in eastern PA: . 
. 800-832-3300. for Hooked on Windsurfing’s . 

expert service. 

' MARSH CREEK STATE PARK BOAT , 

■ RENTAL. Eagle, PA. 215-458-5298. Private 
and group lessons. Mistral, O’Brien, 
Seatrend, O’Neill, and Bare wetsuits. Fleet- ’ 
wood hardware, Aerotech sails. Sunfish, • 
Hobies, and canoe rentals. 

ROSE VALLEY SPORTS. 1501 Seneca • 
Run. Ambler. PA 19002. 215-643-6018. Per- . 
formance sailboards for sale. 

SHANK’S MARE. 227 W. Market St.. York. . 
PA 17401. 717-846-3132. Ten years’ experi¬ 
ence. On-water facility. Trade-in program. 
Largest year-round selection featuring Fa¬ 
natic, Mistral. O’Brien. HiFly, Seatrend * 
boards. North, Windwing. ART sails. O’Neill, • 
Bare, Body Glove wetsuits. 


SOUTH CAROUNA 


SAILING A SKI CONNECTION. Your ' 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with ' 
tvw) locations. Sales, rentals, repairs, lessons. * 
Featuring Mistral. Alpha. Hi-Tech. Gaastra. • 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Myrtle Beach. SC. 803- • 
626-SAIL. 
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Plaza at Shelter Cove. Hilton Head Island S 
29928. 8ra-^6-6996. The largest, most S( 
phisticated boardsailing school. Beginner l 
advanced instructions. All-around and higi 


performance rentals. Southeast’s most corn- * 
prehensive board shop. 

;_ TEXAS _; 

. HAWAIIAN OCEAN SPORTS.3030AChim- . 
. ney Rock, Houston, TX 77056. Sales, lessons. . 
rentals. 713-953-9256. 

' INLAND SAILBOATS. Fanatic. O’Brien. ' 
Jimmy Lewis. Gaastra. Complete line of parts 
’ and accessories. Competitive prices. Les- * 

• sons and demos. We ship anywhere. 3515 * 

• Inwood Rd., Dallas. TX 75209.214-350-8000. • 

. ON THE BEACH. 2105 Padre Blvd.. South . 

. Padre Island. TX 78597. 512-761-1194. FAX: . 

. 512-761-7036. Windsurfing Hawaii High- , 

Wind Center. High-performance rentals. All ^ 
new equipment. Tropix, Bic. North. Pryde. ’ 
Gaastra. Simmer. Board and sail repairs. 
Advanced lessons. 

• WOODS HOLE WIND SPORTS. South ' 

• Padre Island’s ALPHA SPEED CENTER. Rent- • 

• als, school, vacation packages. 401 Hwy. • 

. 100, Port Isabel. TX 78578. 512-943-2810. . 

_ VERMONT _i 

' NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARDS. Two ' • 

■ great locations. Rt. 4 East, Rutland, VT. 802- • 

• 773-3034. Rt. 30, Jamaica, VT 802-874-4178. • 

■ VIRGINIA _• 

' CUSTOM WINDSURFING INC. Newest ' 

' windsurfing shop in Virginia Beach. Huge * 

' selection of new and used equipment. Sail ’ 
repairs, high-performance accessories, rent- * 
als, and lessons available, Seatrend, O’Brien, • 
Angulo, and North Sails. Call 804-496-WIND. • 
FAX: 804-496-3753. 2817 Shore Dr.. Suite . 
#111, Virginia Beach. VA 23451. Mail orders . 
available. Quantity discounts. Other dealers , 
welcome for sail repairs and price quotes. 
WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA. ' 
George Washington Memorial Parkway. Alex- ’ 
andria, VA33214.703-548-9027. BIC five-star * 
rated windsurfing instructional programs. • 
Rentals, instructor training, and certification • 
programs. Bob Redmond, BIC master instruc- • 
tor, teaches basic through advanced pro- . 
grams on the beautiful Potomac River in the . 
exciting atmosphere of Washington, D.C. , 
Minutes from downtown, easily accessible by ^ 
Metrorail. and convenient to national airport. ’ 
O’Brien, F2, Fanatic sailboards and equip- ’ 
ment. Washington, D.C.’s professional in- * 
struction program—"We guarantee success." * 

WISCONSIN 

SOUTHPORT RIGGING. Selection, ad- ] 

vice, friendly service. Fanatic. Mistral, Bic, Hi- ' 
Tech, Seatrend, Pryde, Gaastra, and * 
whatever’s hot! School, rentals, surfwear. • 
414-652-5434. Kenosha. Wl. We’re worth the • 
trip! 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS “ 

CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILINQ. PO Box . 

7021, St. Thomas. USVI 00801 . 809-776- . 
3486. Island's most complete windsurfing _ 
center. Mistral-certified school on Morning- ^ 
star Beach. Retail shop in Ramada Yacht ^ 
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THIS SUMMER, BE A HAPPY aMPER! 

Gel in on the fun in ^89 ivith Fanatic/A.R.T. 

7ih Annual ABK Sports Sailboard Camp 

Harness Use,.. Tacking... Jibing... Walerslarling... Racing... Slalom... Sailing 
Theory... Video Review... Meals... And Fun. Fun. Fun! 

Wilh Racer/Camp Director Katie Griffith 
DATES & LOCATIONS 

May 26 - 28 Canandaigua. NY July 17 -20 ........—.— Gorge. OR 

June 19 '■22 - Santa Fe. NM July 29 - Aug. 2 _ Rio Vista. CA 

June 26 -30 - Lake Lopez. CA Aug. 7-11 — - Lake Lopez. CA 

For more information, call: ABK Sports: 415-435-513J 

Fanatic Camp Hotline: 415-435-2951 
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ROGER’S 

iMlIjlDiURF tLAOE 



CLOSE THE GAP! 


ThePRO-UNEUgh 
peiformance universal 
and 24 " mast 
extension will 
make rigging easier 
and faster. 

Made of lightweight 
aircraft 

aluminum, this 
Gorge tested 
base is super 
strong. 

Can be made to 
fit any system on the market 
today. 


P 


Was $129.95 • Now ONLY$69.95 


NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD 
CO. 

The Windsurfing Specialists 
with Experience 
P.O. Box 233 
Jamaica, VT 05343 
802/874-4178 


_ BeafirJSaivteftlBJL 


Reader Service 186 


Haven Marina Hourly, daily, weekly rentals 
Mistral. Fanatic. HiFly. Windsurfing Hawaii. Da 
Kine. Gaastra. ART Yacht and hotel pack¬ 
ages. 

EASTWIND WATERSPORTS. Red Hook 
Plaza in Sapphire Beach. St. Thomas. 809- 
775-5066 Certified instructors Beginner and 
advanced lessons. Complete retail shop car¬ 
rying Hi-Tech. O'Brien. Calvert. Fleetwood. 
Ouiksilver. Local Motion. Da Kine. Nike Daily/ 
weekly rentals, surfboards, boogie boards, 
charter boat packages available 
WEST INDIES WINDSURFING. PO Box 
2643. St Thomas. VI 00803. 809-775-6530. 
VI’S first and finest Seatrend. F2. Tiga, 
O’Brien. Complete sailboard shop, sales, les¬ 
sons. and rentals. Air. land, and water pack¬ 
ages 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARUBA 

RED SAIL SPORTS, c/o Americana Aruba 
Hotel. Oranjestad. Aruba 011-2978-31603. A 
full-service walersports facility Ouality board 
rentals by the hour/day/week. Lessons for all 
abilities* Reliable chase boat. ."Don’t 
worry be happy'" 

BRITISH WEST INDIES 

RED SAIL SPORTS, c/o Hyatt Regency. 
Box 1588. Grand Cayman. BWI, 1-800-255- 
6425 Full-service watersports with complete 
line of Fanatic sailboards. Instructions are our 
specialty. 

_ CANADA _ 

THE HARRISON BEACH SPORTS CO. 

PO Box #193, Harrison Hot Springs. BC. 
Canada VOM 1K0. We specialize in sales and 
rentals of high-performance equipment. Near 
BEAR CREEK, Harrison Lake's hot new sailing 
spot 604-796-3686. 

CARIBBEAN 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featur¬ 
ing free Tiga equipment/instruction. St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Martinique, Guade¬ 
loupe. Mention this ad for rebates. Call the 
experts. 303-777-5393. 800-272-4729. 

GUATEMALA 

WINDSURFING PLAZA. Authorized 
dealer for MISTRAL. O’BRIEN. NEIL PRYDE, 
•FLEETWOOD, DA KINE. CALVERT. THULE. 
VUARNET. and much more. We ship to Cen¬ 
tral America. Extensive and complete Inven¬ 
tory. Lessons, rentals, and wonderful tours, 
5a. Ave. 3-38, zona 9. Tel. 364529. FAX 
367882. Telex 6130 Sapper GU. 

_ MEXICO _ 

CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featur¬ 
ing free Tiga equipment/instruction. Cancun. 
Ixtapa, Sonora Bay. Mention this ad for re¬ 
bates. Call the experts. 303-777-5393. 800- 
272-4729. 


SHOP DEALERS 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW. Copy 
and check must be received three months 
prior to cover date. Send $2 per word/per 
issue to: W/rtdflWer Shops Directory, PO Box 
2456. Winter Park, FL 32790. Eight issue 
dates: Mar, Apr. May. June. July. Aug. Sept/ 
Oct. Nov/Dec. Questions? Call 407-628-4802. 
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• • continued from pa ge 1 30 _ ' four surviving sailors rounding the first * 

’ was airborne most ofthe time and I never ‘ mark. Over the loudspeaker I (along with ’ 

• even considered hooking in. My arms are ’ several hundred other people) heard, ’ 

• now five feet long. ’ “Well, folks, looks like Sanford got a little ’ 

Anyway. I actually survived that race; * over-zealous with his sail size and he just ’ 

• in fact, I loved it! It was the great equal- * got slammed big-time. Kinda looks like a ’ 

• izer—just making it through the course ’ flounder out there, don’t he?” 

• meant a place in history. Fast, light, and ‘ Fortunately, my rig was in the right * 

’ expensive equipment was irrelevant. It ' position as I fought to waterstart in front of ’ 

’ was gorilla sailing at its finest and tech- ’ 800 screaming fans. Well, 800 people, ' 
' nique was unimportant. I finished fifth * anyway. I jumped on my board and * 

’ and immediately began planning my pro ’ headed for the mark, where at least 50 ' 
' career. ' photographers were aiming their 600m ' 

I missed the next couple of big races, ' super-zoom lenses right at me. Better not ’ 
’ but managed to enter the Rainier Beer * blow this one, baby. 

■ Columbia Gorge Pro-Am out of either * Now. I’ve seen Robby do it lots of ’ 
’ boredom, stupidity, or prodding from my * times, so I was certain I could make this ’ 

• mischievous ex-friends. Anyway, I en- ' incredible tight jibe and catch the entire ’ 
’ tered the masters’division. The masters' * pack by the next mark. I ripped into a 

’ division is also the great equalizer. As the ’ sharp turn and threw my sail around in ' 
' saying goes: If you can’t get faster, get * perfect form. Only it didn't move. The 
’ older. Besides, there were only 20 mas- * boom went around, but the sail didn't. 

’ ters entered, so I made it to the quarter- ’ Seems I broke the boom front end when ’ 

• final round just by entering. See, I'm not * I got slammed and it was just holding on 

’ dumb. ’ by the rope. Oh, fine. 

Now, there were only five people in * I managed a sloppy balancing act 

■ my heat and/burof us were going to make ' and actually got around without falling. 

• It to the next round, so I figured that all I ' The announcer continued his banter. 

’ would have to do is make it around the * "Looks like Sanford's having more 
’ course. I scoped out my competition and ' trouble. He just barely made it around 
‘ easily found something slow about every * that mark. I really doubt he can catch 
’ one of them in an effort to psych myself ’ anyone now." 

‘up. "Look at that guy's boom... it's much ‘ What a nerd. Why didn't he tell them 

• too low... what a nerd. And that guy is ’ that I had a broken boom and that, in spite 

■ using last year’s sail... what an antique. ' of it, I was sailing great, huh? Why didn't 
‘ And look at that fin... that’s the slowest fin ‘ he tell them that! 

’ I ever saw." ’ I nursed my way to the second mark in ‘ 

At the four-minute horn I was quickly * the vague hope that the same fate would 

• off and headed towards the start boat. As ’ befall at least pne of my heat-mates, if not * 

• I passed through the start, I glanced at my ’ all of them. No such luck. I fell In at the 
’ watch. Two minutes to go. No problem. * second mark, my booms totally useless, 

' This racing Is a piece of cake. Thirty ‘ but I was too far away from the crowd for 
’ seconds later, it was time to head back to * them to tell that I was anything but a total 

• the start. I glanced at my watch; two ‘ hack. 

‘ minutes. Fine. Two minutes?! * By the third mark, I was two legs 

My trusty timepiece had gone ber- ' behind and slowing down. I balanced 
’ serk, freezing solid at two minutes who * through another turn as the first guy fin- 

• knew how long ago. I certainly didn’t, and * ished. I was nof a happy camper. 

• those red and yellow lights on the start ' Well, dear reader, as you’ve undoubt- 

• platform meant about as much to me as ’ ediy guessed by now, I finished last. Or 

• Greek hieroglyphics. Guess I should ‘ fifth, as I like to tell It. Everything from wind ‘ 

• have read the race rules or something. ‘ speed to ability level is relative in this 

But, not to worry, I assured myself. ‘ sport, anyway. 

• Even if I’m last through the start I can • Luckily, this was a single elimination ' 

• easily catch these kooks and blow their • race and I didn’t have to go back out and ‘ 

• doors off. Better to be conservative than • humiliate myself again in front of the • 

• go over early and get disqualified. And, • hordes of spectators. I just dragged my * 

• Indeed, I was last over the start line, but ' gear to shore at the far end of the beach * 

• easily within striking distance as we all * as the next heat was rounding the first ‘ 

• raced towards the first mark. • mark with the announcer rattling on in the ‘ 

My nostrils flared as I detected a * background: "Boy, that gust was a real ‘ 

• slight increase in wind off to my right • strong one, much stronger than the one * 

• (starboard for you sailing types). Within • that slammed Sanford in that last heat. * 

‘ seconds, it turned Into a 40-knot gust and • But it’s okay folks, they’re all still up and • 

• I was holding onto my 5.8m full-camber • racing...” ■ • 

• race sail with all my might, as my back • ----• 

• inched ever closer to the water. The wind • Eric Sanford still doesn't know how to ' 

• eased for a moment, then doubled in • race, and judging by his experiences so • 

• strength and, with one good puff, I was • far, he'll never learn. Or is it just that his • 

• slammed to the water as if someone had • luck and timing are off? Good thing he's • 
‘ hit me in the chest with a four-by-four, • got writing and photography to fall back • 

I came up fighting as I watched the • on! 
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Your 

windsurfing 

vacation... 

*'where 

barefoot 

elegance 

becomes 

a way 

oflife:' 


Mw/Divi Winds 
Windsurfing Packages* 

AIUU* BAHAMAS (.Nasn)« ST. CllOiX I 


noM ( 


• Accommodations 
including taxes and 
service charges 

• Unlimited use of 
windsurfing equipment 

• Intro group lesson 

• Roundtrlp transfers 

*Alr-lnduslve picksgcs and mtal 
plans are available 


DlVl RESORTSi 

See ^-our imtl professional or call 

800-J67-34841 
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"Hey you!” "You out there!” 

“Who me?” 

"Yeah, you. Pay attention!" 

“What’s wrong?" 

"What's wrong??? Get off the course, 
you moron! There's a race going on!" 

“Well, of course there’s a race going 
on... I’m in it!" 

"You???!!! Ha ha ha. That's pretty 
funny. Okay, go on out. Ha ha ha. ” 

Y ou remember last year don’t 
you? You know, my first (and 
hopefully last) race? Well, I’m 
back to report on my progress. 
You know how it is when you do 
something “just once" and then it’s over 
with and you swear up and down that 
you’ll never do it again no matter how long 
you live? Well, that was me and my first 
windsurfing race. And how soon we 
forget... 

I suppose everyone has to race once, 
so I did and everyone laughed and it was 
an epic, but, now it’s over and besides, 
that was way back then. And way back 
then was back before my second race, 
which was one of the great equalizer 
races of all times: the 1988 Celilo Cup, 
held at Maryhill State Park in the Gorge. 


still Up And 

Racing 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


The 20-mile downwind portion of the 
race was a total and comprehensive les¬ 
son In humility as I, on my 16-pound 
custom slalom board and full race sail, 
was passed, not once, but severa/times, 
by this squid on a 45-pound Wayler with 
a vintage ’79 triangle sail. The wind had 
died and, while I was sinking up to my 
knees. Squid Man just kept chugging 
along—so reminiscent of the fable about 
the tortoise and the hare (and I was one 
unhappy rabbit, I’ll tell you that). 

I swore that if this guy finished before 
me I’d never set foot on a board again. So 
much for swearing: He ended up so far 
ahead of me that he had eaten lunch and 
taken a nap by the time I finished. 

“Well,’’ I declared to myself, “that’s 
just fine. But let’s see how he does during 
the slalom portion of the race. Let’s just 
see Squid Man then!” 


As slalom-time grew near the wind 
. picked up. Rea//y picked up By the first 
. heat It was blowing 25 knots, but it was 
. coming out of the north, which meant that 
. the start and finish lines, both on the north 
. shore of the river, were in a total wind 
. shadow, while the wind was really howl- 
, ing farther out on the water. So I would 
. need a 6 0m to get to the starting line and 
. a 3.5m by the first mark. 

I compromised with a 5.2m, which 
. meant I dogged it out to the start, got 
. killed out on the course, and barely drifted 
. back through the finish. Some fun. 

By the second round the wind was 
. fully nuking, with gusts up to 50 knots out 
. on the course, but still with hardly a breath 
. at the start and finish. I went down to a 
. 4.6m, swam It out to the start, barely 
. caught a breeze to get up, and pro- 
. ceeded to get totally slammed 100 yards 
out. 

But, this course was a great equalizer 
and many sailors never even made it to 
. the first mark, due to various equipment 
. failures and just plain fright. The river was 
like a sea of spray and foam, with five- to 
. seven-foot swells ready to dump me at 
. every mark. My nine-foot slalom board 

■ continued on page 129 
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The Astro Rock, the hot 
new slalom board 
designed by Stephan van 
den Berg, contains all the 
elements which have 
made his World Cup 
slalom 

boards so successful. 

\t's fast, stable, and 
planes early. Constructed in ACEtec, it's also stiff and 
light. The Astro Rock comes standard with all new 
wide footstraps, aluminum mast and fin boxes and a 
Jimmy Lewis designed slot fin. The Astro Rock—your 
new slalom machine. 



Screw in 
Footstraps 


. "Considering the Astro Rock's size, it is 

very fast in all conditions .. 

T/re finish and construction of the hull are excellent ...' 

"At 129 liters, the Astro Rock not only provides good 
stability ... but superior planing characteristics." 

'Try the Astro Rock-you'll be surprised." 

Wind Surf Magazine 
February, 1989 


ifM&Sport 

BIC Snoft '?? CT 06514,203-ai-7877 

Bic Sport Cinida, 9300 ouost, bouL Henn-Bouraisa. Villa SMaureni, IQuObacI H4S115.5t4-339-1970 
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BIC ASTRO: 

ROCK: 

New Slalom 
Board by 
Stephan 
Den 
Berg 


"Today, In a World 

Cup Slalom Race, 
every technical detail 
Is crucial to the out¬ 
come. Your equip¬ 
ment must be able to 
hondle every con¬ 
ceivable course con¬ 
dition —for even the 
slightest reduction In 
your board's perfor¬ 
mance will have a pro¬ 
found effect on your 
results. Your board 
must plane quickly at 
the start, maintain Its 
speed In the lulls, jibe 
quickly, and accel^- 

dte away from the 

mark." j 
Technical 1 

Specifications; 

Width: 0.61 m(24T 
Volume: 125 !• 
Weight:* 10 kg. 
(Mlbs.) 
Scoop: 0.26in {101 


•Hul with insefts and 















TMNK OF K-niM AS A TURBO CHARGER 
FOR OUR RAONG SAIIS 


^RjuanE 


K-film has turned the Neil Pryde 
World Cup Racing sail into the most 
devastatingly effective competition 
soil for slalom and course racing in 
the world. 

Neil Pryde designers Willem 
Bloouw and Anders Bringdol were 
the first to realize the great potenti( 
of this material. 

To incorporate K-film into the , 
design of the 1989 World Cup ^ ‘ 
Racing sail, they used a new, and 
very sophisticated, construction 
technique called segmented-curve 
seam shaping. 

The effect is much the same as 
putting a turbo-charger on a high 

Fcntporl USA 801 N Broryj, Suite 650, Glendale, CA 91203, USA. 

Maui Sails III 



prmance car. 

'ith one very important 
snee: K-film and segmented 
Iseom shaping together not 
Jfoke the World Cup Racing 
^ter and more powerful, 
lo radically improve i 
!• 

lost important 
Juristic of K-film is 
^*. . ]ity under load: 

1 W 'lOnels retain their 
’,_?d shape when the'' 

' lly powered or even' 
iverpowered. 
despite the lower aspect 
the sail, the draft is locked 
place, even when the mast 
:ing and the leech twisting 



open. The rider stays in control, 
easily maintaining trim and utilizing 
the power. 

That's the kind of advantage that 
wins races, as Anders Bringdol has 
already proved. He used these new 
sails to totally dominate course racing 
events in the 1988 World Cup. 

If you're serious about winning 
in course or slalom, the Neil Pryde 
World Cup Racing sail is the only 
choice for the 1989 season. For full 
information on the World Cup Racing 
and our entire 89 Collection, contact 
your Neil Pryde dealer today. 


NE/LPRYDB 


(818) 548-1560 FMH Canada Ltd. 200 Norfinch Drive, Dowrtsview, Onlorioi M3N 1Y4. Conodo. Tolcphorro (416) 661 85CO 
iighway, P.O. Box 1840, Kohului, Hawofi 96732, U.SA. Telephone 808-877-7443 
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